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Who Was 

Seabiscuit? 

On a foggy morning in summer 1936, horse 

trainer Tom Smith stood by a Boston racetrack 

called Suffolk Downs. He was looking for horses 

that his stable owner could buy. Smith watched 



horse after horse walk by. The horses' riders, called 

jockeys, wore colorful silk shirts and bright white 

pants. The horses were nearly all tall, strong

looking, and elegant. They had long, straight faces 

and looked around proudly. Their breath came 

out in misty puffs in the morning air. 

Smith had seen a thousand animals like them 

in his long career helping horses learn how to race. 
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As he watched, another horse emerged out of 

the fog. This horse was different. It was smaller 

than the others. Its legs were not long and lean. Its 

knees looked like they were different sizes. And 

instead of walking smoothly and proudly, the 

horse clumped along awkwardly. 



But then the horse stopped. It turned to look at 

Smith. The trainer later said that the horse gazed 

down its nose at him and seemed to ask, "Who 

the devil are you?" 

Smith just stared. In all his years of watching 

horses, he had never seen one like this. He had 

never had a horse look at him in just that way. 

The trainer, who had gotten his start tracking 

down wild mustangs on the western prairie, would 

always remember this moment. As the horse 

walked away, Smith said, "I'll see you again." 

Two months later, Smith did see him again. 

Smith's boss, Charles Howard, had bought the 

horse. Over the next four years, Tom Smith 

helped the horse become one of the greatest racers 

ever and a real American hero. The horse's name 

was Seabiscuit. 
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A Runty Little Thing • • 

Seabiscuit was born in Kentucky on May 23, 

1933. His mother was a mare named Swing On. 

His father was a famous horse named Hard Tack. 



The foal (baby horse) got a name inspired by his 

father's. Hardtack was a type of bread eaten by 

sailors-it was a sort of sea biscuit. Seabiscuit had 

a half brother named Grog, born at nearly the 

same time, f ram another mother. Grog looked 

almost exactly like Seabiscuit. 
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Seabiscuit was a Thoroughbred. A Thoroughbred 

is a type of horse bred especially for racing. 

Thoroughbred owners try to match up strong 

horses. The hope is that they will mate and create 

more top racers. They match horses with great 

speed or success on the track to product� foals that 

can race and win. 

Thoroughbred horses are usually tall and 

strong. They are bred from a long line of 

champions to be the best racehorses in the world. 
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But Seabiscuit was short and had lumpy knees. 

His head was not as long and sleek as most 

Thoroughbreds. He looked to some people like 

a regular pony, not the award-winning racing 

champion he was bred to be. 

Hard Tack's father, Seabiscuit's grandfather, 

was Man o' War, one of the greatest Thoroughbreds 

of all time. Man o' War ran twenty-one races 

and won twenty of them. Horse experts call 
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And his descendants carried on his success. More 

than sixty horses related to Man o' War won major 

races, and two were named Horse of the Year. 

Hard Tack had a three-year racing career, and 

showed tremendous speed while winning big 

races. But he also had a terrible temper. He hated 

being put into the narrow starting gate. He 

bucked and jumped around before every race. 
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Finally, he simply refused to start one race, and his 

career was over. Gladys Phipps and Ogden Mills, 

the brother and sister who owned Hard Tack, and 

now Seabiscuit, hoped the horse's offspring would 

be winners-but not quite as grumpy. 



With the blood of these great horses in his 

veins, Seabiscuit was supposed to be a winner, 

too. But when he was born, it did not look like 

he ever would be. Upon seeing the scrawny horse, 

one of the stable workers called Seabiscuit a 

"runty little thing." 



Most young horses want to run in the fields, 

but Seabiscuit liked to do one thing: sleep. While 

nearly all horses sleep standing up, Seabiscuit spent 

hours sprawled in the hay of his stable. 

But Seabiscuit was not bred to spend his days 

sleeping. Gladys and Ogden wanted him to learn to 

race. They asked James "Sunny Jim" Fitzsimmons, 

one of the greatest trainers in the country, to train 

him. If anyone could turn this sleepy colt into a 

champion, they thought, it would be Sunny Jim. 

Sunny Jim Fitzsimmons taught Seabiscuit how 

to let a jockey ride him. The trainer put the horse 

onto the track for workouts and taught him to 

start a race from behind a gate. 

But although Sunny Jim was a star, Seabiscuit 

was not. As a two-year-old in 1935, the grandson 

of Man o' War lost his first seventeen races. It 

began to look as if this particular Thoroughbred 

would not amount to very much at all. 

"He was lazy," Sunny Jim said. "Dead lazy." 
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D A knobby-kneed foal from Paris, Kentucky 

D A record-breaking racehorse and 1938 US Horse of 

the Year 

D A national celebrity who won the hearts of millions 

u All of the above! -

Find out more about the real Seabiscuit in this fun and 

exciting illustrated biography! 

The books in chis series are listed inside. Read them all! 

$5.99 us 

($6.99 CAN) 
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