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Woodrow Wilson? • • 

When Woodrow Wilson was almost four years 

old, he was playing outside his home in Augusta, 

Georgia. A man rushed by. He was shouting the 

news that Abraham Lincoln had been elected 



The little boy ran inside to ask his father 

what it all meant. His father explained that 

Northern states were going to fight against 

Southern states. (Wilson would later say that this 

was his earliest memory as a child.) 

Sure enough, a few months later, the bitter 

Civil War broke out in 1861. It lasted four years. 

More than fifty years later, Woodrow Wilson 

became president of the United States. He was 

facing another horrible war. In 1914, World War 

I broke out in Europe. Germany was fighting 

Great Britain, France, Italy, Russia, and other 

countries, some as far away as Japan. 

For three years, Wilson kept the United 

States out of the war. But more and more 

passenger ships carrying Americans across the 

Atlantic were being torpedoed by German 

submarines. In 1917, the United States joined 

the war. Victory came sooner with America in 

the fight. 



In 1918, President Wilson went to Europe for 

the Paris Peace Conference. The nations that 

had won the war were planning for Germany 

and the rest of Europe's future. Wilson had an 

idea for what he called the League of Nations. He 

hoped the League would prevent more wars. 
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According to him, countries needed to work 

together to keep peace. It was a wonderful idea. 

Sadly for Wilson, the US Congress stopped 

the country from joining. It was a terrible 

disappointment for the president. Still, in 1920, 

President Woodrow Wilson was awarded the 

Nobel Peace Prize. Many consider him to be one 

of America's greatest presidents. 
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A Southern Boyhood 

Thomas Woodrow Wilson was born on 

December 28, 1856, late at night in Staunton, 

Virginia. His mother wrote to her father that 

Tommy was "a fine healthy boy ... and as fat as he 

can be. Everyone tells us he is a beautiful boy." 

----



Tommy had two older sisters, Marion and 

Annie. His father, Joseph, was a minister. His 

mother, Jessie, came from a family of ministers as 

well. 

The Wilsons 

had been in 

Staunton for 

about a year when 

the family was 

invited to visit 

Georgia. While 

there, Dr. Wilson 

gave a sermon 

at a church in 

Augusta. He was 

a tall, handsome, 

outgoing man 

with a strong voice. The church liked him so 

much, he was invited to become their minister. 

Dr. Wilson accepted and the family moved south. 
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When the Civil War started in 1861, Union 

forces from the North fought against Confederate 

soldiers of the South. Augusta was not attacked, 

but wounded Southern soldiers were brought 

there. So were Northern prisoners of war on 

their way to the terrible prison at Andersonville, 

Georgia. Dr. Wilson set up a hospital for the 

wounded in the church. 

Schools in Augusta were closed because of 

the war, so Tommy's father taught him at home. 

Dr. Wilson often took Tommy on visits to 

factories and businesses around the city. 
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His father asked him questions about what he had 

seen. Wilson said that his father was the "best 

teacher I ever had." 

As for his mother, Tommy was her favorite child. 

"My mother was a mother to me in the fullest, 

sweetest sense of the word." His older sisters were 

never jealous of their brother. Like their mother, 

they adored him. So did his younger brother, 

Joseph, who was born when Tommy was eleven. 

Mrs. Wilson worried about Tommy. He had 

stomach problems and bad colds. He also suffered 

from bad headaches, just as she did. 
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CIVIL WAR COM[S TO AUGUSTA 

ONe. OF THe. h\AIN 

!<�SONS FOJ< THe. CIVIl-

1NAJ< WAS SLAVe.J<Y. h\ANY 

l�PL..e. IN THe. SOUTH

C:)WNe.D SL.Ave.s TO 

,N01<K ON PLANTATIONS. 

ABRAHAM 1-INCOI-N WAS 

AGAINST SLAVe.J<Y. ONCe. 

He. ee.cAMe. Pl<e.SIDe.NT, 

�soUTHe.J<N STAres 

1:,1<OKe. AWAY 

l==ROM THe. COUNTRY. 

l�L..e.ve.N STAres FOJ<Me.D

THe.IR OWN COUNTRY

·rHe. CONFe.De.RAre

STAres OF AMe.J<ICA. 

THe. SOUTH I-OST 

--
-

THe. WAJ< IN 1865 AND THe. UNireD STAres 

ee.cAMe. ONe. COUNTRY AGAIN.. e.IGHT-�1<-O1-D 

TOMMY WII-SON WATCHe.D AS NOJ<THe.J<N GUAJ<tiS 

WAL..Ke.D J'e.FFe.J<
S

ON DAVIS THJ<OUGH THe. 

SIL..e.NT STJ<e.e.Ts OF AUGUSTA. DAVIS HAD ee.e.N 

PJ<e.swe.NT OF THe. CONFe.De.RACY, eUT NOW He. 

WAS A Pl<ISONe.J< .. 



Tommy's mother could see that he was a slow 

learner. He didn't know the letters of the alphabet 

until he was nine. He couldn't read on his own 

until he was eleven. 

Right after the war ended, a school for boys 

opened in a warehouse near the Wilsons. Tommy 

went, but he wasn't that interested in lessons. He 

liked playing outdoors with his friends a lot more. 



Baseball was new to Augusta. All the boys

wanted to be on a team. Tommy was small, yet he 

was good enough to play second base. He started 

a club with his friends. He liked taking over and 

being the leader. 



The boys called their club the "Light Foot Base 

Ball Club." They met up in a hayloft. Tommy 

wrote a "constitution" with rules. If the boys 

didn't follow them, there were fines to pay. If a 

boy swore, he had to put five cents in a jar. If he 

missed a meeting, he owed ten cents. 

Tommy liked to have others obey his rules. 

That didn't mean he always behaved himself 



He and his friends skipped school. They spent 

the day following the elephant parading around 

the city. Before going back to school, they 

padded the seats of their pants with cotton. Back 

then, teachers were allowed to spank children. 

The padding would make the spanking hurt less. 

Tommy didn't mind being punished. It was one 

of his best days ever. 



Chapter 2 wwwZabanBook� 
Off to College &S',.,l.t) •

Tommy was fourteen when Dr. Wilson was 

offered a job as a professor in Columbia, South 

Carolina. He would teach young men to become 

preachers. 

The Wilsons lived in Columbia 

for less than four years. At sixteen, 

Tommy began to enjoy learning. 

New ideas set his imagination 

racing. 

Tommy 

was still a 

slow reader, 



TIM[UN[ or �;;;;c.» 
Tll[WORLD 

Abraham Lincoln becomes president 

The American Civil War begins 

The Civil War ends and Abraham Lincoln dies 
on April 15 

Alfred Nobel invents dynamite 

The Suez Canal links the Mediterranean 
with the Red Sea 

Thomas Alva Edison invents the incandescent lightbulb 

Mark Twain's The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
is published 

A fifteen-year-old Irish immigrant is the first passenger 
to pass through Ellis Island 

The founder of the Red Cross, Henry Dunant, 
and French economist Frederic Passy 

are awarded the first Nobel Peace Prize 

The Wright brothers make their first f light at Kitty Hawk 

The Great San Francisco Earthquake 

The Titanic sinks on April 15 

World War I begins in Europe 

The Treaty of Versailles ends World War I 

The Nineteenth Amendment to the US Constitution 
gives women the right to vote 

The United Nations begins on October 24 

The League of Nations is dissolved 
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