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Benjamin Franklin was 
6 a man of many talents. 
[r 'I 

: � He was a statesman. 
Perhaps only George 
Washington did more than 

Ben Franklin did to free the United States 
from England. 

He was a scientist. For one thing, Ben dis
covered the nature of lightning. 

He was an inventor. Thanks to him, we 
have lightning rods and bifocal glasses. 

He was an author. 
He wrote a famous book 
about his experiences. And 
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people still use the phrase "Haste makes waste," 

and other sayings that Ben made popular. 

Ben did much more in his long life. He began 

America's f irst general hospital. He started one 

A of America's f irst libraries. He 

helped create the United States 

Postal Service. 

Ben did so much 

that some people claimed he had magical powers. 

But he was a flesh-and-blood person. In fact, his 

life was often sad. As a youth he ran away from 

home because he was beaten. Later, he lived far 

away from his wife. And a f ight over politics came 

between Ben and his son. 

This is the true story of Ben Franklin

statesman, scientist, inventor, author, and 

human being. 
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Chapter 1

Catching Lightning a Bottle 

On a June day in 1752, a storm approached 

Philadelphia. The sky grew dark. As thunder 

rattled the windows, people ran inside. But in 

a house at the corner of Race and Second 

streets, two people were getting ready to go 

outside. One was forty-six-year-old Benjamin 

Franklin. The other was Ben's twenty-one

year-old son William. 
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Billy picked up a strange-looking kite. His 

father had made it for just such a stormy day as 

this. A metal wire stuck out of the top of the kite. 

A metal house key was tied to the end of the kite 
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string. Ben grabbed a jar 

and put it under his coat. The pair 

dashed through the rain with the 

kite and the bottle. They stopped 

when they came to a field. 

Billy ran across the field three 

times trying to fly the kite. 

Finally, the wind did its work. 

Up soared the kite, higher and 

higher. Soon it was just a speck in 

the clouds. Ben took the kite string 

into a nearby shed and waited. 
I 

As Ben held the kite string, they both felt 

excited-and scared. With his son's help, 

Ben was trying to answer an old 

question. Were lightning and electricity 

the same thing? 

Ben suspected that 
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they were. He hoped that f lying the kite in the 

;f \ storm would prove it. 
� Ben believed that electricity in thunderclouds
rt could cause lightning.
l � The wire on their kite would draw 

The electricity would run down the kite 

string to the key. There it would make a spark 

that he would feel. But the experiment was 

dangerous. What if a giant lightning bolt struck 

the kite? The current might kill Ben-and perhaps 

Billy as well. 

As the lightning f lashed nearer, Benjamin 

touched the key. He felt no electric spark. He tried 

again. Still he felt nothing. Finally, the storm 

seemed to be overhead. Ben and Billy held their 

breath as a black cloud swallowed the kite. 

Benjamin pressed the key. Notl?-ing. Then 
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Chapter 8 
A Rising Sun 

Ben returned home a hero. He landed at 

the spot where he had entered Philadelphia as 

a teenaged runaway. 

This time, cannons saluted him. Bells were 

rung. Speeches were made honoring the man 
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who had done so much to win America's freedom. 

A few weeks later, he was elected governor 

of Pennsylvania. 

The new nation was in trouble. The 

government was weak. There was no national 

currency. The army was tiny. If something wasn't 

done, the country might not last for long. 

Something was done. A convention was 

held to make the government stronger. States 

chose leading men to attend. Ben Franklin 

of Pennsylvania was one of the delegates. 

The convention opened in Philadelphia in 

May 1787. Its members hammered out a 
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new framework of government: the U.S. 
Constitution. 

At eighty-one, Franklin was the oldest 
delegate. When there were arguments, Ben 
told funny stories to calm things down. 
He also helped solve a big problem. 
The large states wanted to have the most 
say in the government. The 
small states feared that they ]if( .- ...- - . .
wouldn't have ___ �r � -=--

� �� �� � --=-much power. � - · · ' · 4 0
� ce: 

F k 1 . � - =,.j _

) 

c:;. r a n  1n �- ��� � _,-
helped work ::�---:-���--===

out a solution. In the House 

have more 
states. But in the Senate, each 
state, regardless of size, would have two members. 

Ben Franklin and the other Founding Fathers 
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signed the Constitution on September 17, 1787. 
As they did so, Ben pointed to the 
chair in which George 
Washington had sat. J� 

. �0ir,!) On the chair was a � ' rr;picture of the sun. ___,/_ :;�
During the conven- lk:l .�\\) ��
tion, Ben had won- \Q � I ��-·· 

,�,��,-..... �'�,1 U
-=--

l � ;:;;;-.�::::;-dered whether it was \-iJ�l-\J11 ,� �:::. supposed to be rising or � · · 
setting. He was now so � hopeful about the country that he knew. "It is a 
rising sun!" he exclaimed. 

During his last years, Ben lived with his 
daughter Sally and her seven children. He served 
as the governor of Pennsylvania until 1788. 
That year, he was eighty-two years old. But 
by his own special way of counting he was only fifty-eight. After age seventy, Ben had 



decided not to get any older. So, from then on, 

with each birthday he counted a year backwards! 

One of Ben's f inal projects was to try to end 

slavery. He served as president of an anti-slavery 

society. His very last public act was to sign a paper 

that was sent to Congress. The paper asked that 

slavery be stopped. 

Poor health made Ben spend much of his last 

two years in bed. He passed the time by listening 
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to his grandchildren reciting their lessons. In th•e 
spring of 1790, he became very ill. Sally told him 
that he would live many more years. ''I hope not," 
answered her father. He died a few hours later on 
April 17, 1790, at the age of eighty-four. 

Tributes came in from around the world. 
Statues of him were built.· Poems, articles, and 
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books were written about him. A saying from 

France became popular: "He snatched the 

lightning from the sky and the scepter 

fj 
" 

rom tyrants. 

Ben Franklin deserved all the praise. He did 

so much in his long life. His greatest 

accomplishment is still going strong-the 

United States, the country that he helped create. 



TIM�LIN� 0� Ill� WORLD 

Great Britain comes into being with 
the union of England and Scotland 

William Penn, founder of the colony of Pennsylvania, dies 

The Great Northern War between Sweden and Russia ends 

The first mercury thermometer is invented 

Peter the Great, king of Russia, dies 

Gulliver's Travels, by Jonathan Swift, is published 

The cuckoo clock is invented 
Opticians begin anchoring eyeglasses to the ears 

with side pieces called temples 

George Washington, the first U.S. president, is born 

Chinese invade and conquer Tibet 

The historic Liberty Bell is hung at 
Independence Hall in Philadelphia 

The French and Indian War begins in America 

Hydrogen is discovered 
The first paved sidewalk is laid in London 

Louis XVI becomes king of France 

The American Revolution begins 
The city of San Francisco is founded 

The first parachute is demonstrated 

Jacob Ludwig Grimm, the German writer of 
Grimm's Fairy tales, is born 

The first steamboat is built 

The French Revolution begins 
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□ A founding father of the United States of
America

□ An inventor who created bifocal glasses,
a musical in�trument, and an artificial "arm"

□ A scientist who discovered the nature
of lightning

� All of the above! 
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