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Who Was 

Albert Einstein? 

"For an idea that does not at first seem insane, there 

is no hope." 

-Albert Einstein

Did you know that Albert Einstein was a very 

poor student who got kicked out 

of school? Well, he was. Yet he 

was one of the most brilliant 

people that the world has 

ever known. 

Did you know that 

Albert was a peace-loving 

person who hated war? 

Well, he was. Yet his work 

led to the creation of the 

most destructive bomb ever. 
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Did you know that Albert was shy and hated 

publicity and attention? Yet he was a media superstar. 

Even now, f ifty years after his death, Hollywood still 

makes movies about him-and T-shirts, coffee mugs, 

and posters are decorated with pictures of his famous 

face. 

Who was Albert Einstein? You are about to 

find out. 



Chapter 1 
Born to Think 

"There are only two ways to live your life. One is as 

though nothing is a miracle. The other is as though 

everything is a miracle." 

Albert Einstein made his 

entrance into the world on 

March 14, 1879, in Ulm, 

Germany. He certainly didn't 

seem like an extraordinary 

child . He was chubby 

and pale with thick, 

black hair. He was 

so quiet and shy 

that his parents 

worried that 
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there was something wrong with him. They took 

Albert to doctors. "He doesn't talk," his parents 

explained. The doctors found nothing wrong. 

The story goes that Albert didn't speak a word 

until he was three or four years old. Then suddenly, 

over supper one night, he said, "The soup is too 

hot." Greatly relieved, his 

parents asked why he had 

never said anything 

before. "Because," 

little Albert 

replied, "up 

to now, 
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everything has been f ine." Is this story 

true? There's no proof. 

Most boys his age played soldier ��� ---�:-

and other rough-and-tumble games. 

Not Albert. When Albert saw real 

soldiers marching with their blank 

faces, they frightened him. Albert 

preferred to stay by himself and day

dream. He enjoyed playing with 

blocks and building houses out of 

playing cards-some of them 

fourteen stories high. 

His parents continued to worry 

about their lonely and quiet son. 

They took him to more doctors. 

"Could there be something wrong 

with his brain?" his parents asked. 

Once again, doctors found nothing 



wrong with the boy. It was just his nature. He was 

quiet. He was a thinker. 

Albert's father and uncle had a business that 

sold batteries, generators, and wire. Electricity 

fascinated Albert. It was invisible, powerful, and 

dangerous. Electricity was like some 

mysterious secret. Albert pestered his 
_..J._=-.;,ii.:-:--

father and uncle with lots of 

questions. How fast is 

electricity? Is there a 
�--��Dsv' 

way to see it? 
�-

What's it made 

of? If there's electricity, could 

there be other strange and mysterious forces in the 

universe? 

Albert enjoyed thinking about a world beyond 

the one that could be seen or explained. As he later 

said, "Imagination is more important than knowl

edge. Knowledge is limited. Imagination encircles 

the world." 

CD 



words "not yet hanged" printed next to it. Belgium 

was not a safe place to stay either. But where 

would the Einsteins go? England? No. Elsa was 

afraid to live there. In England, the Nazis had 

offered a huge reward for Albert's murder. Albert 

joked, "I never knew that I was worth so much." 

In the end, Albert and Elsa decided that the 

United States would be their new home. 

Albert became a professor of mathematics at 

the Institute for Advance Study in Princeton, New 

Jersey. (Albert asked for a salary of $3,000. Elsa got 

that upped to $16,000.) By the end of 1933, he 

and Elsa had settled into the small college town. 



The early years in Princeton were very difficult. 

Albert was 54 years old. He was not a young man. 

He was no longer startling the world with new 

ideas. Then, just three years after their move to 

Princeton, Elsa passed away. Albert was lonely and 

heartbroken. His own health suffered. He had 

-
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barely left Elsa's side for the last twelve months of 

her life. Albert also kept hearing about friends who 

had been murdered in Germany. 

With all of 

the energy that 

he had left, he 

was determined to 

do whatever he 

could to 

stop the Nazis . 

He played the 

violin at fund-raising 

concerts. But that was 

not going to put an 

end to Hitler. 

Albert's famous equation, 

E = mc2
, said that if just a few 

atoms were converted to energy, 



Chapter 7 
Albert's Time Is Up 

''Everything is determined, the beginning as well as 

the end, by forces over which we have no control. It 

is determined for the insect as well as for the star. 

Human beings, vegetables or cosmic dust, we all 

dance to a mysterious tune, intoned in the distance 

by an invisible player. "

-Albert Einstein

By 1948, Albert was in very poor health. His 

heart was getting weaker and weaker. A doctor 

insisted that Albert take a certain medicine. Albert 

hesitated. The doctor insisted. So Albert took the 

medicine and immediately got sick to his stomach. 

"There," he snapped at the doctor, "do you feel 

better now?" 

Yet there was reason for happiness during those 
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years . In 1948 the Jewish. nation of was created. 
Albert was overjoyed. All his work had helped to 
bring about something wonderful . After f irst 
president died, Albert was asked to become 
the next president. Albert said no. "Politics is for 
the moment," he once wrote, "while an equation 
is for eternity." Still he was greatly honored by 
the offer. 

In 1950, Albert made his will./-----
-. 

He wanted all his science --- �---- ... ,...A 
I • -:::;::;, ,:...!..!� • _,. 

papers left to the Hebrew :-.. .',�-�I;. �_J;.. : j. ;

University in Jerusalem. In \____� ',J:J:1 C:cs-4i<f, 'l! � 

1951, Maja died. Now Albert 
had neither his wife nor sister. 
He was more alone than ever. 
He surrounded 
with family photographs. 
He said, ''A photograph 
never grows old. You and I 
change, people change all 



Chapter 8 
A final Thought 

Albert left these instructions upon his death: 

donate my brain to science, cremate my body, and 

throw the ashes in some secret place. 

This was done. 

So where is Albert's brain now? 

After Albert died, an autopsy was done on his 

body. In the process, the 

doctor, Thomas Harvey 

removed Albert's brain, 

studied it, decided that 

' there was nothing all that 

special about it, and set it 

aside in a bottle of formaldehyde. 

Later, when Dr. Harvey moved to Wichita, 

Kansas, he took the brain with him. He kept the 



brain, which was in pieces, in two jars inside a 

cardboard box labeled "Cider." Since then, further 

studies by several medical researchers have found 

Albert's brain to be a bit more interesting than Dr. 

Harvey did. (Dr. Harvey provided the researchers 

with pieces of the brain.) Albert's brain weighed 

less than the average brain, was 15 percent wider, 

and had an unusual set of grooves. Yet the impor

tance of these differences remains unknown. 

Harvey kept the brain with him for over forty 

years. 

One time, Harvey and Michael Paterniti, an 

author, put the brain in the trunk of a car and 

drove it all the way to California so chat a piece of 

it could be given to Albert's granddaughter, 

Evelyn. Soon after that trip, Harvey turned the 

brain over to a Princeton hospital where it continues 

to float around in a jar. 

You have to wonder what Albert would think 

of that! 



\ 



lIMJ[lINJ[ OJI:: JDJ[ W ORlD 

Thomas Edison invents the lightbulb 

Clara Barton founds the American Red Cross 

The Eiffel Tower is completed in Paris 
Vincent van Gogh paints The Starry Night 

X-rays are discovered (1895)
The first movie is shown in Paris (I 895) 

The first modern Olympics are held in Greece ( 1896) 

Dr. Sigmund Freud publishes The Interpretation of Dreams 

The first Tyrannosaurus rex fossil is discovered 

The Wright brothers fly the first plane 

The first movie theater opens 

American Robert Peary reaches the North Pole 

The Titanic sinks ( 1912) 
The first crossword puzzle appears in a New York newspaper (1913) 

Outbreak of World War I 

World War I ends (I 918) 

The first highway opens in Germany 

King Tut's tomb is found 

"T he Star-Spangled Banner" becomes the U.S. national anthem 

Adolf Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany 

Franklin D. Roosevelt is re-elected president 
The game Monopoly is invented 

O utbreak of World War II (1939) 

World War II ends (1945) 
FDR dies and Harry Truman becomes president (1945) 

The nation created 

The phrase "rock and roll" is used on the radio for the first time 
I Love Lucy premieres on TV 

Disneyland opens in California 

1899 

1900 

1902. 

1903 

1905 

1909 

1914 

1919 

192.1 

192.2. 

1931 

1933 

193" 



$5,99 US 
($6.99CAN) 

' 

Who Was 

.Albert 

-instein?
□ One of the most bril_liant t:luman beings

who ever lived

□ A scientist whose discoveries and theories
led to TV ... and the atom bomb

□ A peace-loving guy with really crazy hair

il' All of the abovel 

Find out more about the real Albert Einstein in 
this fun and exciting illustrated biography! 

ISBN 978-0-448-42496-5 

&� .lmJIIHUI 1
°
11 Yf 

www.pcnguin.c.om/youngrcadcrs 

Grosset & Dunlap RL: 3.3 

www.ZabanBook.com � 

&J'A-,.j� 7. ♦

Cover illustration by 
Nancy Harrison 

The books in this series arc 
listed inside. Read them all! 

' 




