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Who ls 

Malala Yousafzai? 

When Malala Yousafzai {mah-LAH-lah yoo

sahf-ZIGH) was a little girl in Mingora, Pakistan, 

she decided to be a doctor when she grew up. She 

enjoyed writing and 

reading stories aloud 

to her classmates. 



When her teacher talked about something new, 

she couldn't wait to learn more. Tests were 

difficult, but they were fun, too, especially when 

she had studied hard and knew the answers. 

Then, when Malala was ten years old, her life 

changed. War came to Mingora, the city where 

she lived. A group of violent fighters called the 

Taliban had taken over her beloved Swat Valley. 

They were saying that girls would soon be stopped 

from going to school. Not boys. Just girls. 
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T he Taliban started destroying girls' schools.
The Pakistan Army arrived to stop them. Mingora
became a war zone. It was very dangerous. People
were afraid to go out.

Malala wondered how she ���could ever become a doctor
if she wasn't allowed to
learn. She wished there
was something she
could do to
help keep
her school
open.Many
were closed,
and few
students
dared to go

that were
open. But Malala went to school every day.
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Malala spoke out. She told local newspapers 

that she was afraid the Taliban would close her 

school. She talked about how frightening her life 

had become. She said that more than anything, 

she wanted to go to school. 

Malala was becoming famous. People were 

talking about her. Some Taliban fighters learned 

her name and decided to take revenge. On 

October 9, 2012, two of them stopped her school 

bus. One walked around to the back and looked 

inside. Then he shot Malala. 

Malala Yousafzai was lucky to survive. She was 

flown to a hospital where she recovered. 

Did she stop speaking out? 

No. 

When she was better, she went on working for 

the right of all children to be educated. But she 

never stopped learning and studying and going to 

school. 

On July 12, 2013, she addressed hundreds 
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of young people at the United Nations Youth 

Assembly in New York City. ((So here I stand, 

one girl among many," she said. "I speak-not for 

myself, but for all girls and boys. I raise up my 

voice-not so that I can shout, but so that those 

without a voice can be heard." 



Malala Yousafzai wanted one thing-an 

education. She spoke up, and people listened. 

Things began to change, little by little, until the 

whole world was listening. 
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A Girl Is Bom ,., '-i'!/ 

On July 12, 1997, Malala Yousafzai was born 

in the city of Mingora, Pakistan. Outside her 

parents' bedroom, a new day was about to begin. 

Soon the city would come alive with horns 

honking and people calling and music playing. 

But now it was early. T he morning sun was rising 

behind the mountains outside the city. A rooster 

crowed. A scooter's engine revved. 

Like many families in their poor neighborhood, 

the Yousafzais couldn't afford a doctor or midwife. 

Instead, a neighbor woman arrived to deliver the 

baby. When Tor Pekai Yousafzai was handed her 

first child, she felt instant love. But there was also 

sadness in her heart. Tor Pekai knew what was in 

store for this little girl. Her friends and neighbors 
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in Mingora would not celebrate her birth. If she 

had been a boy, they would have brought gifts and 

food and poems. 

l 
A 

Tor Pekai had grown up in a remote mountain 

village. Most girls did not go to school. However, 

Tor Pekai wanted to learn. When she was six, 

she went to the village school, but being a girl in 

school was so unusual that she soon lef t. 

In Mingora and many other areas of the Swat 

Valley, it was common for all children to attend 
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school. The first girls' school was built in the 

1920s. High schools and colleges followed. The 

rulers believed that all children, girls as well as 

boys, should be educated. Pakistan was proud of 

the graduates in the Swat area who went on to 

become teachers, doctors, and other professionals. 

Malala's father had also grown up in a 

mountain village. He also believed in schooling 

for girls. When Ziauddin (zee-OW-dun) saw his 

new baby daughter, he did not feel disappointed. 

He felt proud. He would make sure that she 

would have the same chances in life as any boy. 
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Three years earlier, he had built a private 

elementary school for boys and girls. He called it 

the Khushal School. He was the teacher. Ziauddin 

planned to build more schools, then more and 

more. A high school for girls, another for boys, 

until every child in Mingora had a place to learn. 
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Like all Nobel Prize winners, Malala received 

a gold medal and prize money. Her part of the 

money-more than half a million dollars-would 

go into the Malala Fund, which helps children all 

over the world receive an education. The Malala 

Fund raises money to build and repair schools. It 

makes sure that there are safe places where young 

girls who were forced to work or marry can learn 

and study. It helps girls speak up for their right to 

go to school. 



Now Malala's name and face with her shy, 

beautiful smile are known around the world. 

She never planned on being famous. There was 

only one thing that Malala really wanted. It was 

something that most children take for granted. 

It was something worth fighting for: the right to 

go to school. 
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□ A girl who risked her life for her beliefs

□ A fearless leader fighting for the education
of millions

□ The youngest person ever to win the Nobel
Peace Prize

� All of the above! 

Find out more about the real Malala Yousafzai in this 
illustrated biography! 
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