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Activities 1 

1.1 What's the book about?

1 Discuss these questions. 

a What is China famous for? Think of three things. 

b How important is China in the world? Why? 

2 The people in the pictures lived at the time of the First Emperor. 

Answer the questions below. Find words in italics in your dictionary. 

A farmer B emperor 

D scholar E courtier 

a Who: 

1 played music at the emperor's court? 

2 was the head of the empire? 

3 kept chickens on his farm? 
_) 

b Talk about the other people in the pictures. 

What did they do? 

1.2 What's first? 

In the first chapter, a 13-year-old boy 

is suddenly a king. Can a boy be a king, 

do you think? Discuss your ideas. 

iv 

C soldier 

F prisoner 

G musician 

H prime minister 



CHAPTER 

A New King 
'Qin is strong,' Li Si said to the young king. 

'Your enemies are weak. You can be king of everything. '

A
you ng boy on a grey horse stands next to

the great Wei River. There are mountains

all round him. The boy looks at his world. 

He is different from other boys. He knows 

that one day he will do great things. Then 

he hears a horse behind him and he turns. 

He sees a man on a black horse. 

'Ying Zheng!' calls the man. The boy 

waits. The man jumps off his horse and 

falls to the ground. 

'My king,' the man says. 

'Oh no!' says the boy. 

'Your father, the king of Qin, is 

dead,' says the man. 'Ying Zheng, 

you will be the next king of Qin.' 

king /k.IIJ/ (n) The king is the most important man in his country. His country is his kingdom. 



The Seven Warring 

Kingdoms: China in 

246 BC* 

The First Emperor of China 

- ..

In 246 BC, there was - - .. 

no China. There were seven 

kingdoms. From 475 BC 

to 221 BC, they were all 

at war. Sometimes two 

kingdoms fought a third 

kingdom. 

The kingdoms did not 

only fight. They bought and 

sold things. They had new 

ideas about farming. They 

learned more about their 

animals. They made new 

weapons. Their scholars 

talked about laws and good 

government. But war was 

very important to these 

countries. 

Key 

■ Ying Zheng
became the boy-king
of Qin /tJm/ in 246 BC.
Qin was the strongest of the seven kingdoms.

Yan /jzn/ and■ Zhao /d3au/ built great walls
round their kingdoms.

■ There were wide rivers and high mountains round
Qi /tJi:/. These made Qi strong.

CH IN.t 

'Only fight when you can 

win,' said one book on war. 
'Plan well. Hit your enemy 

Wei /wer/ and Han /hzn/ were in the middle of the 

* BC: years before Christ was born

warring kingdoms, with other kingdoms to the north, 
south, east and west. 

■ Chu /tJu:/ had a strong and clever prime minister. His name
was Chunshen. But when a palace enemy killed Chunshen
in 238 BC, Chu became weak.

weapon /'wepan/ (n) You fight with a weapon. A gun is a weapon. 
law /b:/ (n) A law says that something is right or wrong. 
government /'g.-warnant, 'g,wanrnant/ (n) The government makes the laws for a country. 
It governs the country. 

become /b111wn/ (v) When you change from a girl into a woman, you become a woman. 
warring /1�:rtrJ/ (adj) When one country fights another country, they are warring 

countries. The two countries are fighting a war; they are at war. 

palace /'prelas/ (n) A king lives in a palace. 

enemy /'enarni/ (n) Your enemy wants to hurt you. 
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Chapter 1 - A New King 

quickly, when he is not 
ready.' 

The kingdom of Qin 

LIA 

was in the west. It was in a 
good place. It had rivers and 
mountains to the east and a 
wall to the west. The ocher 
kingdoms did not like Qin. 

QIN 

..... ___ .... __ ., 
--

'The people of Qin 
are not intelligent and 
they are only interested in 
money,' people in the other 
kingdoms said. 

They were wrong. 
The people of Qin were 
very intelligent. 

Of all the kingdoms, 
Qin was the strongest. The 
government worked well. It 
controlled the people. The 
Qin farmers worked very 
hard too. There was food for 
everybody and families had 
many children. The children 
went into the army. 

The Qin army moved 
cleverly and quickly. The 

soldiers walked 50 kilometres a day with heavy weapons and three days' 
food on their backs. They were very strong. Qin wanted to be the best. 

And when Ying Zheng and Li Si wanted to take the other kingdoms, 

Qin was ready. 

control /kan'tr,wV (v) When you speak, people have to listen. In this way, you control them. 

army /'o:mi/ (n) There are many soldiers in an army; they fight for their king or country. 
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Talk about it 

Work with another student. Look at these pictures. These strong men 

and women also controlled their empires or countries. Learn about 

them from books or the Internet. How did they die? 

Alexander the Great Catherine the Great 
356-323 BC 1729-96 

1 in bed 2 a gun 

Napoleon 

1769-1821 

3 poison 

John F. Kennedy 

1917-63 

4 in prison 

Talk to another student about these pictures. They tell a story from the 

life of the First Emperor. It happens in 218 BC. What is happening 

in each picture? Tell the story. 

C 

It's a long way

to Mount Tai. 

Stop him! 

40 

There's the emperor. 

Ready ... ! 

B 

D 

Who do you 

work for? Answer 

7-----= --



Write about it 

The story on page 40 happened in 

Shandong in the east of the empire. 

Finish the governor of Shandong's letter 

to the emperor's ministers. Use these 

words. Then write your ideas at the end. 

kingdoms soldiers 

son stone dangerous 

head questions 

I 

( 

FROM: THE GOVERNOR OF SHAN DONG 

The First Emperor was on lhe road to Mount Tai in Shandong. 

\Ve know that this is a 1 
.................................. road. But the Emperor 

had many soldiers with him. 'Nobody can hurt him,' we thought. 

The mountain is high above this road. Cang Hai Gong wailed 

above the road. \Vhen lhe emperor's horses were below him, 

he pushed a large } .................................. off the mountain. 

, The stone hit the wrong man, thank the gods� The emperor's 

� 3.................... .............. ran up the mountain and caught Cang 

Hai Gong. They took him to Li Si. Cang shouted at Li Si: 

'The Emperor killed many people from the old 
4 ................................... Their sons and daughters now want 

to kill the emperor'. He will die�' Li Si asked him many 

s .................................. , but Cang pulled away from the 

soldiers. He ran into a wall and died. The soldiers cut off his 
6 

.................................. and put it in the middle of the town. 

Li Si knows now that Cang worked for Ji Ping, the 
1 f h Id 

. . . . . 
.................................. o t e o Han pnme 111m1ster. II Pmg 

ran away before Li Si's men found him. 'vVe have to learn 

more about the emperor's enemies. \Vhy are they unhappy? 

'vVhat can we do about it? Here are my ideas: 

• \Ve can ...................................................................................... . 

• 

·····································································································

....-....__� . - -._.,J--"1�__.� ............... 
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Project The Great Wall of China 

Work with three or four other students. You are going to tell your 

class about the Great Wall of China. 

The First Emperor built the first Great Wall. But the Ming emperors 
(1368-1644) built a longer and stronger Great Wall. The map below 
shows the Ming Great Wall. Visitors today see this wall. 

'-/ 

MONGOLIA 

• 

CH IN A 

Look at this picture of the Great Wall and finish the notes. 

5.8 m 
,◄ ►,

6,700 km 

3.5-7.8 m 

The wall is about a ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• long. In some 

l . . b 'd I . b C p aces 1t 1s .......................... w1 e. t 1s etween ......................... . 

and d •••••••••••••••••••••••••• high. 
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Project The Great Wall of China 

Think of �uestions about the wall and write them below. Then find
answers m books or on the Internet. Make notes. 

1 

:::.�.i.� .. �:
i

.�·�·�:.:: �::::�. ��:. �.�:. �� '.'.� ........... ····· ..... ........... ... . .. .. ..... .. . t 
2 How many people visit the wall each year? 

3 Can you walk from one end to the other end? 

4 

5 

6 

................................................................................................................ 

.............................................................. ..................................................

.................................................................................... ···························· 

Read more about the Great Wall. Choose two interesting things 
for your talk. What are they, in your words? 

The Mtn9 •Radto' 

At the ttme 0£ the Ming empire (1368-1644), soldiers lived on the

wall. Their £amtltes ltved In villages next to the wall. The Mongols

lived outside the empire. They wanted to come Into the empire 

and take anlmals, weapons and food. The soldiers watched for the

Mongol armtes. When soldiers saw Mongols, they ltt a ftre. The 

soldiers tn the next village saw the fire. Then they lit a fire too.

One ftre meant 100 Mongols. Ftvc £tres meant S,000 Mongols. 

Thts was the Mlng '.radio'. It wa.s fa.ster than a man on a horse.
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Project The Great Wall of China 

The Great Wall is Falling Down 

0 Make notes for your talk

in your notebook. Then 

write the. talk. 

Give your talk. Ask for 

questions at the end. 

:: 

a=-, 

:=-
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==-

==-
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Wall Run 

C 

Can you 
run42kmof 
the Great Wall 

in 8 hours? 

you run 
up and down 
3,700 stone 

stairs? 

Runner, rnme flu111 round 

the warfd. Kf1g dm1'l you?! 

The G--root V/�11 of Chi� 
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Jane Rollason 

British English 

Original 

Ying Zheng, king of Qin, became the first emperor of 

China. He had new ideas and made new laws. He built 

big palaces - and a great wall. But life was difficult for 

his people and dangerous for the emperor. So he took 

an army with him into the next world. 

Number of words (excluding activities): 4,923 

Series Editors: Jocelyn Potter and Andy Hopkins 

For correlations to English Language Teaching exams, 
please visit www.penguinreaders.com 

Penguin Active Reading provides reading and language 
learning at five levels, through full-colour, beautifully 
illustrated Readers. As well as enjoyable stories and texts, 
each book provides a range of integrated activities designed 
to develop reading skills and consolidate vocabulary, and 
offers personalised project work. Each book is supported 
by an interactive CD-ROM which contains additional 
activities and the complete audio recording. 

Easystarts 200 headwords 

Level 1 300 headwords 

level 2 600 headwords 

Level 3 1200 headwords 

Level 4 1700 headwords 

Cover photograph © Bridgeman Art Library Ltd 

••• 
••• 
� 

PEARSON 

Lo� 
www.penguinreaders.com 

Beginner 

Elementary 

Pre-intermediate 

Intermediate 

PENGUIN 

ACTIVE 

READING 

Level2 

600 headwords 

Elementary 

ISBN 978-1-4082-3198-2 


