
;J;
b

�.;5(1 ♦ .. 



□ NATIONAL 

GEOGRAPHIC 

Footprint Reading Library 

Series Editor, Rob Waring 

Video and Audio 
,�� on DVD 

10, 
ISBN 13: 978-1-4240-2696-8 

ISBN 10: 1-4240-2696-2 

Mysterious Crop Circles 
Footprint Reading Library with video from National Geographic 



Mysterious Crop 

Rob Waring, Series Editor

-•# HEINLE
�,-. CENGAGE Learning· 

Australia• Brazil• Japan• Korea• Mexico• Singapore• Spain• United Kingdom• United States 



Words to Know 
This story is set in the United 

Kingdom. It takes place in the 

southern part of England. 

0 Crop Circles. Read the paragraph. Then match each word or phrase

with the correct definition. 

Crop circles are large areas of flattened wheat or corn that mysteriously 

appear in fields of crops. This strange phenomenon has been found all over 

the world. Several of these unusual circles have even appeared in the 

landscapes of southern England. Many crop circle researchers say that the 

circles are created by people, but others believe that aliens make the 

formations. These people say that the circles are formed when strange beings 

come to Earth from outer space in their UFOs! 

1. crops __ a. plants grown by farmers for food

2. phenomenon __ b. a living being from a planet other than Earth

3. landscape __

4. alien
--

5. outer space __

c. the area where other planets and the stars are

d. an unusual occurrence or happening

e. an area of countryside

f. an unidentified flying object often thought





Did people enter the fields and create these crop 

circles? Were the circles made by aliens from outer space 

and sent as messages? The answers to these interesting 

questions vary and have resulted in a lot of debate 

among people who are interested in the topic. They have 

also resulted in a variety of theories about their origins. 

Researcher Reg Presley has been investigating crop 

circles for years. He thinks that most, but not all, crop 

circles have been created by people. He describes the 

beginning of his research into the phenomenon some 

years ago. 'I walked into the first crop circle in 1990,' 

he says, 'and I thought, "Hmm ... I love puzzles." And 

what ·I did was say, "Right, I'm going to try and find out 

what this puzzle's all about."' And after all of Presley's 

studies, what is his hypothesis? 'I think probably 

ninety-five percent of them are man-made,' he states. 

But what about the other five percent? 



As Matthew and his team begin the long evening task 

of making a crop circle, Matthew talks about some of the 

beliefs regarding them. He explains that some people 

imagine seeing extraterrestrials, strange balls of light 

or UFOs when they see a crop circle. Matthew, however, 

claims that crop circle design is actually a creative art 

form that is done by human artists. He and his team of 

two other young men have come to the field to show how 

it is done. They begin by walking around and around 

in various sectors of the field. As they go, they use their 

stomper boards tq flatten the grain 6 into large shapes 

and patterns. It takes a long time, and a lot of work is 

required. As time passes and one sees the crop circle 

slowly take form, it's easy see that man-made crop 

circles are completely possible. 

6grain: a long-stemmed food product used to make breads 

and cereals 
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Matthew then explains that crop circle design 
and creation often become a kind of competition. 
Teams of artists and designers sometimes challenge 

each other to see who can come up with the best designs. 
An enormous crop circle can have a huge impact on 
people. The designers also want to impress and amaze 
the public by showing what they can complete in an 
evening. That's the challenge of crop circle design, and 
that's also why it is so interesting and appealing to 
the designers. 

Timing, however, is one of the biggest challenges for 
these crop circle artists. Designing and then making crop 
circles without being seen is very difficult; but, it's not 
impossible - and ies certainly not a mystery. Matthew 
explains how it's done. The basic principle is that teams 

have to work very quickly and efficiently. They must do 
so in order to avoid being caught and getting into trouble 
with the authorities. As Matthew describes the process, 
it's obvious that it's exciting for him. 'It is a bit like a 
military 7 operation,' he explains. 'You've got to get in, 
do the job, get out, [and] not get caught, you know?' 
He then adds, 'It's SAS, 8 I suppose. "Who dares wins".' 9

7 military:_ of or related to the armed forces of a country 
8SAS: a part of the British Army called Special Air Services (SAS) 
9 'Who dares wins': an SAS saying that means you must be•. 

,.fearless to wi6 



Infer Meaning 

1. What does the writer mean by the

last statement on page 18?

2. Do you think the writer believes that aliens

have made crop circles? Why or why not?



Vocabulary List 

alien(2,4, 7,13, 18, 19) 

apocalyptic ( 18) 

bent (8) 

canvas (10) 

carve (3, 4) 

combing effect (13) 

crop(2,3,4, 7,8, 10,11, 13,14,17,18,19) 

enormous (3, 8, 17) 

extraterrestrial (3, 14, 18) 

grain (14) 

instantaneous (13) 

landscape (2, 4, 10) 

military ( 17) 

outer space(2, 7,18) 

phenomenon(2,4, 7,18) 

SAS (17) 

sign (3, 4, 18) 

stomper board (13, 14) 

UFO (2, 14) 

who dares wins (17) 
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AMAZING SCIENCE 

MYSTERIOUS CROP CIRCLES 

Several strange signs called •crop circles' have been discovered in 

the fields of southern England. These mysterious circles are puzzling 

to everyone, even scientists. There are several theories about who -

or what - made them. Could it be humans who did it? Or could it 

be something else ... 
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