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Introduction 

The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) is widely recognised as 
a reliable means of assessing the language ability of candidates who need to study 
or work where English is the language of communication. These Practice Tests are 
designed to give future IEL TS candidates an idea of whether their English is at the 
required level. 

IELTS is owned by three partners: Cambridge English Language Assessment, part of 
the University of Cambridge; the British Council; IDP Education Pty Limited (through its 
subsidiary company, IELTS Australia Pty Limited). Further information on IELTS can be 
found on the IELTS website www.ielts.org. 

WHAT IS THE TEST FORMAT? 

I El TS consists of four components. All candidates take the same Listening and Speaking 
tests. There is a choice of Reading and Writing tests according to whether a candidate is 
taking the Academic or General Training module. 

Academic 
For candidates wishing to study at 
undergraduate or postgraduate levels, 
and for those seeking professional 
registration. 

General Training 
For candidates wishing to migrate to an 
English-speaking country (Australia, Canada, 
New Zealand, UK), and for those wishing to 
train or study at below degree level. 

The test components are taken in the following order: 

4 

Listening 
4 sections, 40 items, approximately 30 minutes 

Academic Reading 
3 sections, 40 items 

60 minutes 

Academic Writing 
2 tasks 

60 minutes 

or 

or 

Speaking 
11 to 14 minutes 

Total Test Time 

2 hours 44 minutes 

General Training Reading 
3 sections, 40 items 

60 minutes 

General Training Writing 
2 tasks 

60 minutes 



Introduction 

GENERAL TRAINING TEST FORMAT 

Listening 

This test consists of four sections, each with ten questions. The first two sections are 
concerned with social needs. The first section is a conversation between two speakers and 
the second section is a monologue. The final two sections are concerned with situations 
related to educational or training contexts. The third section is a conversation between up to 
four people and the fourth section is a monologue. 

A variety of question types is used, including: multiple choice, matching, plan/map/ 
diagram labelling, form completion, note completion, table completion, flow-chart completion, 
summary completion, sentence completion and short-answer questions. 

Candidates hear the recording once only and answer the questions as they listen. Ten 
minutes are allowed at the end for candidates to transfer their answers to the answer sheet. 

Reading 

This test consists of three sections with 40 questions. The texts are taken from notices, 
advertisements, leaflets, newspapers, instruction manuals, books and magazines. The 
first section contains texts relevant to basic linguistic survival in English, with tasks mainly 
concerned with providing factual information. The second section focuses on the work 
context and involves texts of more complex language. The third section involves reading 
more extended texts, with a more complex structure, but with the emphasis on descriptive 
and instructive rather than argumentative texts. 

A variety of question types is used, including: multiple choice, identifying information 
(True/False/Not Given), identifying the writer's views/claims (Yes/No/Not Given), matching 
information, matching headings, matching features, matching sentence endings, sentence 
completion, summary completion, note completion, table completion, flow-chart completion, 
diagram label completion and short-answer questions. 

Writing 

This test consists of two tasks. It is suggested that candidates spend about 20 minutes on 
Task 1, which requires them to write at least 150 words, and 40 minutes on Task 2, which 
requires them to write at least 250 words. Task 2 contributes twice as much as Task 1 to the 
Writing score. 

In Task 1, candidates are asked to respond to a given situation with a letter requesting 
information or explaining the situation. They are assessed on their ability to engage in 
personal correspondence, elicit and provide general factual information, express needs, 
wants, likes and dislikes, express opinions, complaints, etc. 

In Task 2, candidates are presented with a point of view, argument or problem. They 
are assessed on their ability to provide general factual information, outline a problem and 
present a solution, present and justify an opinion, and to evaluate and challenge ideas, 
evidence or arguments. 

Candidates are also assessed on their ability to write in an appropriate style. More 
information on assessing the Writing test, including Writing assessment criteria 
(public version), is available on the IELTS website. 

5 



Introduction 

Speaking 

This test takes between 11 and 14 minutes and is conducted by a trained examiner. 
There are three parts: 

Part 1 

The candidate and the examiner introduce themselves. Candidates then answer general 
questions about themselves, their home/family, their job/studies, their interests and a wide 
range of similar familiar topic areas. This part lasts between four and five minutes. 

Part 2 

The candidate is given a task card with prompts and is asked to talk on a particular topic. 
The candidate has one minute to prepare and they can make some notes if they wish, 
before speaking for between one and two minutes. The examiner then asks one or two 
questions on the same topic. 

Part3 

The examiner and the candidate engage in a discussion of more abstract issues which are 
thematically linked to the topic in Part 2. The discussion lasts between four and five minutes. 

The Speaking test assesses whether candidates can communicate effectively in English. 
The assessment takes into account Fluency and Coherence, Lexical Resource, Grammatical 
Range and Accuracy, and Pronunciation. More information on assessing the Speaking test, 
including Speaking assessment criteria (public version), is available on the IELTS website. 

6 



Introduction 

HOW IS IELTS SCORED? ;J;
b

:�;;� 
IELTS results are reported on a nine-band scale. In addition to the score for overall language 
ability, IELTS provides a score in the form of a profile for each of the four skills (Listening, 
Reading, Writing and Speaking). These scores are also reported on a nine-band scale. All 
scores are recorded on the Test Report Form along with details of the candidate's nationality, 
first language and date of birth. Each Overall Band Score corresponds to a descriptive 
statement which gives a summary of the English language ability of a candidate classified at 

that level. The nine bands and their descriptive statements are as follows: 

9 Expert User - Has fully operational command of the language: appropriate, accurate and
fluent with complete understanding. 

8 Very Good User - Has fully operational command of the language with only occasional
unsystematic inaccuracies and inappropriacies. Misunderstandings may occur in 
unfamiliar situations. Handles complex detailed argumentation well. 

7 Good User - Has operational command of the language, though with occasional 
inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings in some situations. Generally 
handles complex language well and understands detailed reasoning. 

6 Competent User - Has generally effective command of the language despite some

inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings. Can use and understand fairly 
complex language, particularly in familiar situations. 

5 Modest User - Has partial command of the language, coping with overall meaning in 
most situations, though is likely to make many mistakes. Should be able to handle basic 
communication in own field. 

4 Limited User - Basic competence is limited to familiar situations. Has frequent problems
in understanding and expression. Is not able to use complex language. 

3 Extremely Limited User - Conveys and understands only general meaning in very
familiar situations. Frequent breakdowns in communication occur. 

2 Intermittent User - No real communication is possible except for the most basic 
information using isolated words or short formulae in familiar situations and to meet 
immediate needs. Has great difficulty understanding spoken and written English. 

1 Non User - Essentially has no ability to use the language beyond possibly a few
isolated words. 

O Did not attempt the test - No assessable information provided.

7 



Introduction 

MARKING THE PRACTICE TESTS 

Listening and Reading 

The Answer Keys are on pages 117-124. 
Each question in the Listening and Reading tests is worth one mark. 

Questions which require letter I Roman numeral answers 
• For questions where the answers are letters or Roman numerals, you should write only

the number of answers required. For example, if the answer is a single letter or numeral
you should write only one answer. If you have written more letters or numerals than are
required, the answer must be marked wrong.

Questions which require answers in the form of words or numbers 
• Answers may be written in upper or lower case.
• Words in brackets are optional - they are correct, but not necessary.
• Alternative answers are separated by a slash (/).
• If you are asked to write an answer using a certain number of words and/or (a)

number(s), you will be penalised if you exceed this. For example, if a question specifies

an answer using NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS and the correct answer is 'black
leather coat', the answer 'coat of black leather' is incoffect.

• In questions where you are expected to complete a gap, you should only transfer the

necessary missing word(s) onto the answer sheet. For example, to complete 'in the ... ',

where the correct answer is 'morning', the answer 'in the morning' would be incoffect.
• All answers require correct spelling (including words in brackets).
• Both US and UK spelling are acceptable and are included in the Answer Key.
• All standard alternatives for numbers, dates and currencies are acceptable.
• All standard abbreviations are acceptable.
• You will find additional notes about individual answers in the Answer Key.

Writing 

The sample answers are on pages 125-132. It is not possible for you to give yourself a mark 

for the Writing tasks. We have provided sample answers (written by candidates), showing 

their score and the examiner's comments. These sample answers will give you an insight 

into what is required for the Writing test. 

8 



Test 1 

s;b ."":=5c.7JJ Read the text below and answer Questions 8--14. .,, 
"" 

THE OXFORD SCHOOL OF DRAMA 

One-Year Acting Course 

This is an intensive course which is designed for those who have completed their 
academic studies and have some theatre or film experience already. In order to be 
accepted you should be a high achiever, knowledgeable about the industry and 
determined to succeed. 

Term One: Technical classes in acting, voice, movement, applied movement and 
characterisation, music, singing, film, radio and professional development. The term 
finishes with an internal production given for tutors and students. 

Term Two: All technical classes continue from term one. There is an internal 
performance of a one-act play, the recording of an audio showreel at a professional 
studio and the Showcase Drama in front of an invited audience including casting 
directors and agents. 

Term Three: Technical classes continue with additional focus on audition technique, 
workshops and masterclasses. This term includes a public performance of a play 
outdoors in the grounds of Blenheim Palace, and the chance to act a short film 
recorded on location by a professional crew. 

How to Apply 

Entry to The Oxford School of Drama is by audition only and there are no academic 
requirements for any of our courses. 

Once we have received your application form and audition fee, we will email you 
with a date for your audition and further details about what to expect when you 
are here. 

For your initial audition, you will need to prepare two contrasting speeches from 
plays, lasting no longer than two minutes. There will also be some group work for 
which you will need to wear loose, comfortable clothing. 

If you are applying from overseas, you will be able to submit your first audition 
by means of DVD, YouTube or link to a secure website. You will be invited to 
submit this once we have received your application form and audition fee. If you 
are successful in your first audition, you will be invited to attend-future auditions 
here at the school. The school will provide a free bus from central Oxford for those 
attending auditions. 

18 



Reading 

;;r;
b

/:JC?b Questions 8-14 

Do the following statements agree with the information given in the text on page 18? 

In boxes 8-14 on your answer sheet, write 

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information 
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information 
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this 

8 Students can begin the one-year course without any previous involvement in 
acting. 

9 Students will act in a performance in front of their classmates at the end of the first 
term. 

10 Family members may attend a performance during the second term. 

11 Students are required to make a film on their own in the last term of the course. 

12 In their first audition, candidates perform speeches they have worked on in 
advance. 

13 The Oxford School of Drama will send candidates details of local accommodation. 

14 Overseas candidates can do all their auditions via a digital link. 

19 



Test3 

SECTION 4 Questions 31-40 

Complete the notes below. 

Write ONE WORD ONLY for each answer. 

The sleepy lizard (tiliqua rugosa) 

Description 
• They are common in Western and South Australia

• They are brown, but recognisable by their blue 31 .......................................... . 

• They are relatively large

• Their diet consists mainly of 32 .......................................... . 

• Their main predators are large birds and 33 .......................................... . 

Navigation study 
• One study found that lizards can use the 34 ........................................... to help 

them navigate 

Observations in the wild 
• Observations show that these lizards keep the same 35 .......................................... . 

for several years 

What people want 
• Possible reasons:

to improve the survival of their young 
(but little 36 ........................................... has been noted between parents and
children) 

to provide 37 ........................................... for female lizards 

Tracking study 

A study was carried out using GPS systems attached to 
the 38 ........................................... of the lizards 

This provided information on the lizards' location and even the number 
of 39 ........................................... taken 

It appeared that the lizards were trying to avoid one another 

This may be in order to reduce chances of 40 .......................................... . 
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Reading 

READING 

SECTION 1 Questions 1-14 

Read the text below and answer Questions 1-7. 

New York Late-Starters String Orchestra 

NYLSO, the New York Late-Starters String Orchestra, is something special. It was founded in 
early 2007, and grew out of a concept developed by The East London Late Starters Orchestra 
(ELLSO), an award-winning group in England. NYLSO is an amateur orchestra for adult players 
of violin, viola, cello, and double bass. If you played a string instrument when you were younger 
and would like to start again, or if you are learning as an adult and would like the chance to 
play in a group of similar people, then NYLSO is for you! Our goal is to create a fun, supportive, 
non-competitive environment for adults 18 to 80+ who wish to participate in collective music
making. 

Participants should have basic music reading skills and a willingness to commit to the group, 
but are not required to audition. It is recommended that you have studied your instrument for 
at least one year. If you have ever been paid to play your instrument, recently graduated with 
a degree in performance, or have been playing continuously since elementary school, you may 
decide we are not the appropriate group for you. 

How We Work: 

We know that New Yorkers are busy people. It is fine if you miss an entire rehearsal period 
when an emergency arises. Ultimately, though, too many absences disrupt the function of the 
group and make it difficult to perform the pieces. Sessions are in six-week rehearsal cycles, with 
two-hour rehearsals held once a week. We work with the goal of producing one to three very 
informal 'friends-and-family' concerts per year. 

Our professional tutor/facilitator serves as coach and conductor during rehearsals. Substitute 
conductors also join in to teach different sections, providing groups of players with valuable 
experience in working with different approaches and styles. Everyone is encouraged to play 
to their fullest potential, whatever that may be, but please recognize that while we do have a 
conductor, her role is not to provide one-on-one instruction during rehearsals. 

NYLSO is a self-supporting collective; we do not receive any other funding. The cost is $80 for 
each six-week cycle. Payments are applied to the costs of rehearsal space, conductor's fees, and 
photocopying music. 

Materials You Will Need At Rehearsals: 

You will need an instrument, a portable music stand, and any other relevant accessories. You 
should bring a folder to keep your music together and a soft-lead pencil with an eraser for 
writing in changes. Sheet music is provided. 

59 



Audioscripts 

TEST 4 

SECTION 1 

MARTHA: 

ALEX: 

MARTHA: 

ALEX: 

MARTHA: 

ALEX: 

MARTHA: 

ALEX: 

MARTHA: 

ALEX: 

MARTHA: 

ALEX: 

MARTHA: 

ALEX: 

MARTHA: 

ALEX: 

MARTHA: 

ALEX: 

MARTHA: 

ALEX: 

MARTHA: 

ALEX: 

MARTHA: 

ALEX: 

Hi Alex. It's Martha Clines here. James White gave me your number. I hope you 
don't mind me calling you. 
Of course not. How are you, Martha? 
Good thanks. I'm ringing because I need a bit of advice. 
Oh yeah. What about? 
The training you did at JPNW a few years ago. I'm applying for the same thing. 
Oh right. Yes, I did mine in 2014. Best thing I ever did. I'm still working there. Example 

Really? What are you doing? 
Well, now I work in the customer services department but I did my initial training 01 
in Finance. I stayed there for the first two years and then moved to where I 
am now. 
That's the same department I'm applying for. Did you enjoy it? 
I was pretty nervous to begin with. I didn't do well in my exams at school and I 
was really worried because I failed Maths. But it didn't actually matter because I 02

did lots of courses on the job. 
Did you get a diploma at the end of your trainee period? I'm hoping to do the one 
in business skills. 
Yes. That sounds good. I took the one or, IT skills but I wish I'd done that 03

one instead. 
OK, that's good to know. What about the other trainees? How did you get on 
with them? 
There were about 20 of us who started at the same time and we were all around 
the same age - I was 18 and there was only one person younger than me. who 04 
was 17. The rest were between 18 and 20. I made some good friends. 
I've heard lots of good things about the training at JPNW. It seems like there are 
a lot of opportunities there. 
Yeah, definitely. Because of its size you can work in loads of different areas 
within the organisation. 
What about pay? I know you get a lower minimum wage than regular employees. 
That's right - which isn't great. But you get the same number of days' holiday as 05

everyone else. And the pay goes up massively if they offer you a job at the end 
of the training period. 
Yeah, but I'm not doing it for the money- it's the experience I think will be really 
useful. Everyone says by the end of the year you gain so much confidence. 
You're right. That's the most useful part about it. There's a lot of variety too. 
You're given lots of different things to do. I enjoyed it all - I didn't even mind· 
the studying. 
Do you have to spend any time in college? 
Yes, one day each month. So you get lots of support from both your tutor and 06

your manager. 
That's good. And the company is easy to get to, isn't it? 
Yes, it's very close to the train station so the location's a real advantage. 07 

..... -----......... -------------... ----------.... -... ---......... --...... -.............. ·----· ---... -----·-------. --· -------...... -......... -............. ----------.... -..... ---.. -· ... -· ---... -... -------.......... --.

ALEX: 

MARTHA: 

ALEX: 

112 

Have you got a date for your interview yet? 
Yes, it's on the 23rd of this month. 
So long as you're well prepared there's nothing to worry about. Everyone's very 
friendly. 



Test4 

TEST 4 

LISTENING 

Section 1, Questions 1-10 Section 3, Questions 21-30 

1 Finance 21 A 

2 Maths / Math / Mathematics 22 A 

3 business 23 C 

4 17 / seventeen 24 C 

5 holiday(s) / vacation(s) 25 B 
6 college 26 A 
7 location 27&28 IN EITHER ORDER 

8 jeans B 

9 late C 

10 smile 29&30 IN EITHER ORDER 

D 

Section 2, Questions 11-20 E 

11 A Section 4, Questions 31-40 
12 B 

13 A 31 destruction 
14 C 32 universities / university 
15 A 33 political 
16 B 34 port(s) 
17 B 35 slaves / slavery 
18 D 36 taxation 
19 A 37 sugar 
20 E 38 tea 

39 transportation 
40 night 

If you score ... 

0-17 18-26 27-40 

you are unlikely to get an you may get an acceptable you are likely to get an 
acceptable score under score under examination acceptable score under 
examination conditions and conditions but we recommend examination conditions but 
we recommend that you spend that you think about having remember that different 
a lot of time improving your more practice or lessons institutions will find different 
English before you take IELTS. before you take IELTS. scores acceptable. 

123 



Listening and Reading Answer Keys 

READING 

Reading Section 1, 
Questions 1-14 

1 FALSE 
2 FALSE 
3 NOTGIVEN 
4 TRUE 
5 TRUE 
6 TRUE 
7 FALSE 
8 TRUE 
9 G 

10 A 

11 B 

12 E 

13 A 

14 F 

Reading Section 2, 
Questions 15-27 
15 representatives 
16 housekeeping 
17 fire 
18 storage 
19 reporting 

If you score ... 

0-23 

you are unlikely to get an 
acceptable score under 
examination conditions and 
we recommend that you spend 
a lot of time improving your 
English before you take IELTS. 

124 

20 website 
21 cupboard 
22 costs 
23 screening 
24 topics 
25 headset 
26 software 
27 rehearsal 

Reading Section 3, 
Questions 28-40 

24-31 

28 B 

29 E 

30 B 

31 D 

32 A 

33 D 

34 FALSE 
35 TRUE 
36 TRUE 
37 C 
38 A 
39 C 
40 B 

you may get an acceptable 
score under examination 
conditions but we recommend 
that you think about having 
more practice or lessons 
before you take IELTS. 

32-40 

you are likely to get an 
acceptable score under 
examination conditions but 
remember that different 
institutions will find different 
scores acceptable. 
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