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Student's 8001< 

All the language and skills you need to 

improve your English, with grammar, 

vocabulary and skills work in every 

unit. Also available as an ebook. 

Use your Student's Book in 

class with your teacher. 
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Exclusive practice to match your Student's 

Book, unit by unit. 

Use your Workbook for homework or 
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Online Practice 

Look again at Student's Book language you want to review 

or that you missed in class, do extra Practice activities, and 

Check your Progress on what you've learned so far. 

Use the Online Practice at home to extend your learning 

and get instant feedback on your progress. 

··· ...
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Video introductions 
In each unit, watch people from a variety of countries expressing their opinions about the unit themes. 
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1 What makes us human?

0 The similarities and
differences between 
human and primate 
intelligence. 

2 Behind the scenes

0 A look at the role of
the backstage team at one 

of the most prestigious 
regional theatres in the UK. 

3 Information is
beautiful 

0 A visit to the
Information is Beautiful 
Studio, showcasing the 
current trend for data 
visualization. 

4 Eyewitness

0 Eyewitness behaviour
and the impact of forensic 
psychology on criminal 
investigation procedures. 

5 Across cultures

0 Reflections on
migration from those who 

have returned home, and 
those who never return 
to their homeland. 

6 Bletchley Park

0 The work of Bletchley
Park's Government Code 
and Cypher School during 

World War II and its lasting 
legacy. 

.•. .. ::······.•·· • . I 
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7 Graffiti life

0 A collective of artists
who are changing lives 
through graffiti. 

Ruth Shackleton -

a life less ordinary 

0 Ruth Shackleton, team
manager of the world's most 

famous aerobatic display 
team, the Red Arrows. 

9 Silent film music

0 World-renowned
silent film accompanist, 
John Sweeney, talks about 
film music in the era of 
the silent film. 

10 

11 

12 

The science of sport 

0 A look at the
importance of well-funded 
scientific research in creating 
today's sporting elite. 

Survival skills 

0 The life-changing

experience of wilderness 
survival training in a 
technology-driven world. 

The Human Genome 
Project 

0 The completion of the
Human Genome Project 

and its impact on medicine. 

[,? Go to headwayonline.com to find introduction and documentary videos to use with each unit.
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STARTER 

1 What have you read recently? What is your favourite type of book? 

2 Read the opening lines of six books. Match them to their literary 
genres and their covers. What helped you identify them? 

a children's book 
a biography 

a modem romance* 
a historical novel 

a psychological thriller 
a classic romantic novel 

• Also known as 'chick lit'.= literature fo, 'chicks'/modem young women. 

3 Choose two of the extracts. What could the next line be? 

4 Which, if any, of these books would you like to continue reading? Why? 

Opening lines 

1
She was born with a sense of theatre. of carefully 

choreographed exits and entrances. an eagerly 

awaited baby, who arrived an improbable six weeks late 

2 

3 
4 

in Southampton Hospital, Long Island. on 28 July 1929. 

Until he was four years old, James Henry Trotter had a 
happy life. He lived peacefully with his mother and father 
in a beautiful house beside the sea. 

It is a truth universally acknowledged that a single man in 

possession of a good fortune must be in want of a wife. 

When all is said and done, killing my mother came easily. 
Dementia, as it descends, has a way of revealing the core of 
the person affected by it. My mother's core was rotten like the 
brackish water at the bottom of a weeks-old vase of flowers. 

5 I could hear a roll of muffled drums. But I could see nothing 

but the lacing on the bodice of the lady standing in front of 

me, blocking my view of the scaffold. 

6 
God, I wish I were thin. I wish I were thin, gorgeous,
and could get any man I want. You probably think I'm 
crazy, I mean here I am, sitting at work on my own with 
a massive double-decker club sandwich, but I'm allowed 
to dream, aren't I? 

SARAH BRADFOROD 

AMERICA'S 

QUEEN 

17 



Eliza Don't you be so saucy! You ain't heard what I come
for yet. Oh, we are proud! He ain't above giving lessons,
not him: I heard him say so. Well, I ain't come here to
ask for any compliment; and if my money's not good
enough, I can go elsewhere. I'm come to have lessons, I
am. And to pay for 'em, too: make no mistake.

Higgins WELL! 

Pickering What is it you want, my girl?
Eliza I want to be a lady in a flower shop, but they won't

take me unless I can talk more genteel. He said he
could teach me. Well, here I am ready to pay him -not
asking any favour - and he treats me as if! was dirt.

Higgins What's your name?
Eliza Eliza Doolittle.
Higgins How much do you propose to pay me for

the lessons?
Eliza Oh, I know what's right. A lady friend of mine

gets French lessons for 18 pence an hour from a
real French gentleman. Well, you wouldn't have the
face to ask me the same for teaching me my own
language as you would for French; so I won't give
more than a shilling. Take it or leave it.

Higgins It's almost irresistible. She's so deliciously
low - so horribly dirty.

Eliza Ah-ah-ah-ah-ow-ow-ooo! I ain·t dirty: I washed
my face and hands afore I come, I did.

Pickering You're certainly not going to turn her head
with flattery, Higgins.

Higgins I shall make a duchess of this draggletailed
guttersnipe.

Eliza Ah-ah-ah-ah-ow-ow-ooo!
Higgins Yes, in six months - in three if she has a good

ear and a quick tongue - I'll take her anywhere and
pass her off as anything. We'll start today: now! This
moment! Take her away and clean her, Mrs Pearce.

5 Read the introduction and list of characters in Act III. What
do you think happens?

Act Ill Introduction 

In Act Ill, Higgins decides 

that Eliza is ready to make a 

first entry into society. She is 

dressed beautifully and taken 

to a tea party at his mother's 

house. Unfortunately, 

Eliza has only practised 

pronunciation and has no 

idea what constitutes polite 

conversation. 

Characters 

Mrs Higgins Professor Higgins's kind 

and wise mother 

Mrs Eynsford-Hill a high-society 

friend of Mrs Higgins 

Freddy her impressionable, 

handsome son in his early 20s 

Clara her daughter 

Professor Higgins 

Colonel Pickering 

Eliza Doolittle 

6 Q)'DJ Listen to a scene from Act Ill Answer the questions.
1 Who is impressed with Eliza?
2 What are her topics of conversation?
3 Why does her final comment shock everyone?

7 Work with a partner. Read what Eliza says about
her aunt's health. Reword it in standard English.

'' My aunt died of influenza: so they said. But it's my belief
they done the old woman in. Lord love you! Why should

she die of influenza? She come through diphtheria right enough
the year before. Fairly blue with it, she was. They all thought she
was dead; but my father, he kept ladling gin down her throat 'ti!
she came to so sudden that she bit the bowl off the spoon. 
What call would a woman with that strength in her have to die
of influenza? What become of her new straw hat that should
have come to me? Somebody pinched it; and what I say is, them
as pinched it done her in. Them she lived with would have killed
her for a hat-pin, let alone a hat.
Here! What are you sniggering at?

What do you think? 

• In Greek mythology, Pygmalion was a king who fell in love with a
statue he had sculpted and brought to life with his prayers. Explain
the connection with Shaw's play.

• How does the play end? Turn to p 172 and see if you were right.

Vocabulary- Phrasal verbs 

Which phrasal verbs are used in these lines in the play?
1 I haven't understood the half of it.
2 Would you like to examine any of it again?
3 This is the girl I made a note of last night.
4 She survived diphtheria easily enough.
5 She regained consciousness so suddenly. 
6 It's my belief they killed her. 
0 Go online to watch a video about 
the backstage team in a theatre. 

Unit 2 • In so many words 19 



Language focus Adverbs and adjectives

Adverb collocations 

Adverbs often go with certain verbs and adjectives. Look at these exal"flples. 

verb + adverb adverb + adjective 

speak clearly highly successful 
move slowly horribly dirty 
protest vehemently awfully funny 

:) Grammar Reference 2.1-2.4 

1 Complete the gaps with an adverb in the box. 

severely sorely blindingly eagerly bitterly desperately 
highly virtually distinctly shabbily perfectly fatally 

1 Poor Eliza was ____ dressed in a tatty old coat and hat. 

2 The return of the actor Daniel Craig to the London stage is 
____ awaited. 

3 She was ____ disappointed when she didn't get the part. 

4 I work with a ____ -motivated sales team. We all work hard. 

5 It's ____ impossible to get seats for the match with 
Chelsea. 

6 I ____ need a holiday. I haven't had a break for three years. 

7 Bad weather has ____ affected the roads this weekend. 
Driving conditions are treacherous. 

8 Don't you get it? It's ____ obvious that he's in love with you. 

9 I hate this cold climate. I'm ____ tempted to emigrate. 

10 ____ remember telling you not to phone me after ten oclock. 

11 Two people survived the crash with serious injuries, but 
unfortunately one man was ____ injured. 

12 I 've made my views on the subject of politicians ___ _ 
clear. I don't trust any of them. 

�m Listen and check. 

2 Match the verbs and adverbs, then make 
sentences using the collocations. 

� She screamed hysterically when she saw the spider. I 

VERBS 

5Efettffi 

care 

work 

break something 

gaze 

apologize 

ADVERBS 

passionately 

Ftysterieally 

profusely 

conscientiously 

longingly 

deliberately 

20 Unit 2 • In so many words 

Adverbs with two forms 

Some adverbs have two forms, one with and one 
without -ly. 

aiming high 
doing fine 

highly successful 
finely chopped onions 

:) Grammar Reference 2.5 

3 Complete the gaps with the correct form 
of the adverb. 

I hard hardly 

We all worked extremely 
Some countries can feed their own 
people. 

2 easy easily 
Chelsea won the match 

Relax! Take it 

3 late lately 

I hate it when people arrive 

What have you been doing ? 

4 sure surely 

'Can you lend me some money?' ' __ _ 

___ you can see that your plan just 
wouldn't work? 

5 wrong wrongly 

He was ___ accused of being a spy. 

At first everything was great, but then it all 
went __ _ 

6 most mostly 

What do you like ___ about him? 

She worked wherever she could, __ _ 
as a waitress. 

7 wide widely 

She has travelled ___ in Europe and the 
Far East. 

When I got to their house, the door was 
___ open. 



3 I find it hard to stomach when politicians half 
my age start preaching to me. 

4 It varies, but as a rule of thumb, I'd allow 20 
minutes a mile on this walk. 

5 The teachers in my school were pretty strict -
they made us toe the line. 

6 How dare he expect me to tidy up after him! 
What a cheek! 

7 I'm ashamed about it all, but I'm glad I've told 
you. I needed to get it off my chest. 

8 The boys stood on one side of the room, eyeing 
up the girls on the other side. 

9 The government talks as if they're concerned 
about the environment, but they're just paying 
lip service. 

10 These candlesticks aren't easy to clean -you'll 
need a bit of elbow grease. 

GDIJ 
1 Oh, lovely cat ... 
2 Oh, how lovely to see you again! 
3 Psst! Look over in the corner at what that man's 

wearing? 
4 Ph ugh! Puhl Ugh, sorry, I really couldn't eat that! 
5 Gulp! Mmm, these tablets are huge! 
6 Yes! Yes! Definitely! 
7 How dare you! 
8 Mmm? It's cinnamon, I think. Or maybe cloves. 
9 Move over! 

10 Terrific! Well played! 
11 Stop it! Give up! 
12 Could you step this way, sir? And hold out your 

arms ... 

Gllill!J and GlDIJ See p90

GlmJ 
A You will be careful, won't you? 
B Of course I will. It's not a very difficult climb -

it's only 3,000 metres. 
2 A So you were out with Lisa last night, were 

you? 
B What if I was? And I'm certainly not going to 

tell you what happened! 
3 A You meant to kill the victim, Mr Jones, didn't 

you? 
B I absolutely did not. It was a horrible 

accident. 
4 A I've been a bit stupid, haven't I? 

B You haven't! It's so easy to be taken in by 
Internet scams. 

5 A You're lazy, you are. 
B Am I? Says who? Mr Isn't-it-time-for-another-

coffee-break? 
6 A So these are the spacious bedrooms, are 

they? 
B Indeed they are. Though the other estate 

agent did describe them as 'compact'. 
7 A That can't be right, can it?! 

B Er, it is. We did have starters, and we've had 
quite a lot to drink. 

8 A I always do a good job, I do. 
B Do you? Well, I think Mr Johnson will have 

the final say on that. 
9 A Oh yeah, camping will really appeal to Jo, 

won't it? 
B Well it will have to. We can't afford to stay in a 

hotel this year. 
10 A So that's all the help I'm getting, is it? 

B It is, I'm afraid. I've painted three walls! I really 
have to pick up the kids from school now. 

11 A It won't hurt, will it? 
B Not much. It's a very small needle. 

142 

12 A I went and beat him, didn't I?! 
B Did you? Wow, well done! Those tennis 

lessons were obviously worth it! 
13 A Mmm. That's a proper cup of coffee, 

that is. 
B It sure is. I grind the beans myself. 

14 A Let's eat, shall we? 
B Yes, I'm starving! 

GDJD 
A You haven't seen my car keys, have you? 
B No. You had them this morning. 
A That doesn't mean I know where they are 

now though, does it? 
B Well, let's look in the places you usually leave 

them, shall we? 
A I've already done that. 
B And ... here they are. Now, that wasn't hard, 

was it? 
A Oh, thanks. You're a star, you are! 

2 B You've forgotten the shopping list, haven't 
you7 

A Yes, I have. 
B But I gave it to you as we were leaving, didn't 

I? 
A Yeah. But I've left it on the kitchen table. 
B You're so forgetful, you are! 
A Oh, and you're perfect, are you? 

Unit 11 

GJIII Me and my tech
I'm totally at sea without my phones. I have 
two - er, for personal stuff and work. And these 
days I use my tablet -an Apple iPad -for writing 
stuff more than I use my computer. I think it's 
easier. I'm a bit of an Apple 'fan boy'. I have the 
iPad, the iPhone, and the iMac. And I have 
literally hundreds of apps - lots of weather apps 
and games. My favourite game is Defender, it's 
because it's the game I played as a child ... when 
computer games first came out. My wife says I'm 
the original gadget man -you name it and I have 
it. I like PlayStations for games, fitness gadgets like 
Withings and Wireless Weighing scales -I've kind 
of started to take my health seriously, must be an 
age thing, oh, and music gadgets like Sanos. I have 
a Sanos system at home -yeah, and I stream music 
everywhere, downstairs and in our bedroom. I use 
Spotify and Internet radio for this, but I still have 
a 'normal' radio in my car and a satnav, of course. 
I have two - one in my car and one on my phone 
-it's much better 'cos it gives traffic info as well. I
haven't used a map for ages.
I suppose in some ways I'm a techno geek, but I'm
not a great social networker, although I have used
Linkedin for work and jobs. Em one thing I could 
do without is so many emails -I get thousands a
week, mainly work, but it really bugs me the way
colleagues in the same office email you rather than
pick up the phone or walk over and have a proper
conversation. It's weird -technology both connects
you and isolates you at the same time -you can
connect with friends and family all over the world
-you can Face book or Skype them -and that's
great but then you see couples in restaurants, both
on their phones and not communicating with each
other. My wife and I make a point of conversing
fiercely across the table when we're out together,
more than we do at home.
There's so much tech around already, it's difficult
to keep pace with it all, so I have no idea what the

future holds. Time travel would be brilliant -I'd like 
to go backwards, not forwards - maybe to just after 
the war in London -that would be interesting or 
better still, back to a really great Wimbledon tennis 
final. I'm not sure about 30 printers - er, my son, 
he's eight, says he'd use one to make all the Lego 
bits he's lost -sounds like a good idea to me. I 
suppose the future is this 'lnternet ofThings' thing
you know where you can run your whole house via 
the Internet -sit at work and turn the oven on or 
mow the lawn with a robot lawnmower -but heck, 
we'll all become so unfit, so unhealthy. Mind you, I 
suppose I'll still have my fitness app. Actually, I've 
changed my mind - I'd like to time travel a hundred 
years into the future just to see what happens 
technology-wise. What on earth will the world be 
like? 

GJIII The Internet ofThings

P = Presenter, CP = Christian Payne, 
WW= William Webb 
P This is You and Yours Radio 4's consumer 

programme ... 
If you've got a smart phone and a laptop they'll 
be connected to the Internet when they're 
switched on, and it's predicted that by 2020 
lots and lots of other things we use will also 
be connected. Things as varied as rubbish 
bins, car parks, roads, and fridges. It's being 
called 'The Internet ofThings' and Ofcom, the 
communications regulator, is predicting that up 
to 50 billion things will be linked to the Web by 
the end of this decade. Lots of people have stuff 
that's linked already. Here's Christian Payne -
he's a technology blogger. 

CP It's early days for the Internet of Things and 
yet there are so many 'things' talking on the 
Internet right now, more things than people 
in fact. I'm stood at the side of a busy road in 
London and it wouldn't surprise me at all to 
find out that many of these cars and vehicles 
are at this moment connected to the Internet, 
whether it be through their tracking devices 
or their navigation apps, which are logging 
and reporting and recording data not just for 
the user in the vehicle but also other people 
wanting to know about traffic conditions and 
journey times ahead. I personally use an app 
that does this, an app which has been in the 
news a lot recently called 'Waze: I find it vital 
for me to get to where I want to go faster and 
quicker. It also notifies me in real time should 
there be speed traps, but obviously I drive 
within the parameters of the law. I can also see 
other drivers using the same app and it's kind 
of comforting to know that there are people as 
geeky as me logging data as they drive. 
Around my neck at the moment I have an 
'autographer: an automatic camera which for 
bloggers it's a normal device. It enables you to 
... to document your day in images which can 
connect to your mobile phone and be shared 
very easily to social spaces where you can keep 
a record of events, that you want to remember 
personally but you can also share that with 
anybody with an Internet connection. 
I'm standing in Regent's Park and just in the last 
minute I've seen 15 or so runners passing me by, 
all wearing the same kind of technology I have 
around my neck -a fitness computer, some 
of them are just using their mobile devices, 
some of them have wristbands, but what 



Pairwork Student A 

�Unit3 p30 

Vocabulary and speaking 
Describing trends: what's in a name? 

Choose one of the names. Give a presentation to your partner on 
changes in the name's popularity. 
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Listen to your partner's presentation. Write the name in and draw 
the graph. 
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�Unit4 p35 

Speaking 
Test your memory! 

Take it in turns to ask the questions while your 
partner answers with their book closed. Can you 
correct any of their statements without looking 
at the pictures? 

Ask Student B questions about the woman who 
took part in the scam and then answer their 
questions about the men. 

1 What height and build was the woman? 

2 What colour hair did she have? Was it 
natural or dyed? How long was it? 

3 Can you describe her coat? How long was 
her skirt? 

4 What kind of gloves was she wearing? What 
colour was her bag? 

5 Was she wearing black or brown shoes? 

Look at the pictures on pp34-35 again. How 
accurate were your descriptions of the people? 

What height and build 
was the woman? 

What colour shirt was the 

She must have been 
about ... and I'd say ... 

I'm pretty sure he 
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Welcome to Headway 

5th edition. Here's how 

the blended syllabus 

helps you link learning 
in the classroom with 

meaningful practice 

outside. 
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Student's Book ""'i

All the language and skills you need to 

improve your English, with grammar, 

vocabulary and skills work in every 

unit. Also available as an e-book. 

Use your Student's Book in 

class with your teacher. 

••• 
•• • 

• • • 
• • •

• • • 
••••

Exclusive practice to match your Student's 

Book, unit by unit. 

Use your Workbook for homework or 

for self-study to give you new input 

and practice . 

• • 



• • 
. . ...

ACTIVITIES AUDIO VIDEO WORDLISTS 

Online Practice 

Look again at Student's Book language you want to review 

or that you missed in class, do extra Practice activities, and 

Check your Progress on what you've learned so far. 

Use the Online Practice at home to extend your learning 

and get instant feedback on your progress. 

····· .... ..
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What makes us human? 

• Tense review • Describing people

• Reflexive pronouns • Idioms of extreme emotion

• Overview of phrasal verbs • Reading: Robots versus humans

Always remember that you are 

absolutely unique. Just like 

everyone else. 
On the whole human beings want 

to be good, but not too good, and 

not quite all the time. 
Tense review 

Margaret Mead (1901-1978) 

Anthropologist 

Check your tenses 

1 Complete each sentence with a correct form of the verb 
above, simple or continuous, active or passive, positive 
or negative. 

think 

1 What .1lH... you thinking about? You look depressed. 

2 Sorry, I shouldn't have said that. I _____ it 
would upset you so much. 

3 Tom, I _____ maybe we should move house. 
What you _____ ? 

4 He told me he couldn't give me an answer now. He 
said he _____ about it. 

see 

5 Hi, Paula! How are you? I _____ you for ages. 

6 I can't make the meeting tomorrow - I ____ _ 
the doctor for a check-up. 

7 _____ you _____ that? That guy nearly 
knocked that girl off her bike! 

8 The police said the suspect _____ trying to 
board a plane at Birmingham airport. 

feel 

9 How _____ you _____ about going to 
live in Australia? Are you still excited about it? 

10 I'm not sure what's wrong with me. I ____ _ 
myself recently. 

11 I'm sorry Mrs Jones, but it _____ by the 
teachers that we have no option but to expel Tom. 

12 Jack's exam is about to start. I can just imagine how 
he ___ _ 

6 Unit 1 • What makes us human? 
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spend 

13 We _____ the whole holiday looking out at this 
rain. It's miserable. 

14 How long _____ deciding which dress to wear? 
We have to leave in ten minutes. 

15 Do you have any idea how much the government 
_____ so far on the new high-speed rail link? 

16 I just wonder how much _____ by the time it's 
finally finished? 

find 

17 How _____ you _____ the film? Was it 
as funny as the critics said? 

18 She told me that she _____ it very difficult not 
to laugh in all the wrong places. 

19 He _____ to have lied time and time again to 
the police. 

20 I think you _____ that it's too hot for you in 
Dubai in August. 

say 

21 Well, as I _____ when I was so rudely 
interrupted, I think you're mistaken. 

22 It _____ that no one will ever know the truth 
about what happened. 

23 _____ it again, just as I _____ it many 
times before, you're not going to an all-night party. 

24 There's something _____ for answering your 
emails immediately. 



2 IAN RANKIN 1960-
Scottish crime writer 

'It wasn't the thing my parents wanted me to be good at. but if 
you're working class and your parents have never owned their 
own house and never owned a car and stuff; they think 
you go to university to get a trade, to get a profession. 
So, accountant, lawyer, dentist, doctor. There was one 
relative, an aunt of mine who had grown up with my mum in 
Bradford; she was married to an accountant, and he had a 
nice flash car; they owned their own home, seemed to have a 
very good standard of living, so I thought, "Well, I'll become 
an accountant." So by the age of sort of 15 or 16. that's what 
I thought I was going to do, and I was doing economics and 
accounts ... and then there was this sort of epiphany. I was 

3 PENELOPE LIVELY 
novelist, and writer of 
children's fiction 

• 'When I was about 11 or 12 I think I
: must have said something about
• how I wanted to be a writer; I
• don't remember having any such
: aspiration until much, much later.
• But I must have said something,
• because Lucy [my governess]
: wrote to Somerset Maugham
• and said that she was governess
• to a little girl who wanted to
• be a writer and what would Mr

17, I'd just sat my highers and I'd scraped a C for economics-just passed economics • Maugham suggest? Heaven knows how she managed to
- and I thought, "Why the hell am I going to university to do a subject I'm really not
that interested in and obviously not that good at? The thing I really like is English;

• write to him - I suppose care of the publishers. He wrote
a very nice letter back saying absolutely the right thing:

I like books." I knew very few professional writers who made a living out of their
writing, so there at university I was thinking, "Oh, I'm going to have to become a
teacher, or hopefully an English lecturer, and I will continue to write as a hobby, part
time; in the margins of my life I'll be a writer."'

• "If your little girl is interested in writing then the best
• thing she can do is read a lot." Perfect answer; exactly

what I'd say myself.'

4 MICHAEL MORPURGO 1943-
award-winning author of children's books 

'One of the things that frightened me about 
writing when I was a small boy is that I 
had no ideas and no imagination. I was 
constantly being told this anyway, and 
I couldn't write very well. I could joke 
around like other boys, but on paper I 
had nothing really serious to add, no 
adventures I wanted to write down, 
because I didn't- !just didn't link the two 
up. I think I learnt at some point that the 
imagination is not something that you 
either have or don't have. For me - and 
we're all different - it's triggered by real 

5 WENDY COPE 1945-
contemporary English poet 

'You've got to have something to say, but you don't always 
, know what it is. It's often just some words in your head 

that you think could be a line of a poem, so you write 
them down and see where it goes. One of the major 
misconceptions about poetry is that the poet has 
some kind of agenda and intentions, not just that 
some words come into their head and then they start 
playing with them and seeing where they go. Because 
sometimes I will try to write a poem and it just comes 
out dead because there isn't really anything that's 
deeply felt or worth saying. One thing that makes 
poems work is strong emotion, and I remember 
hearing James Berry, I think it was, saying that one 

people, historical events, memories, by reality of some sort. I 
don't think in my life I've ever written a story which does not 
have some little root, some little seed of truth or observation.' 

characteristic of a good poet is that they feel things intensely, and he said: 

6 P.D.JAMES 1920-2014 
English writer of detective novels 

'By the time I begin writing, the plot is there and 
there's a chart which shows in which order the 
things come so that the structure is right. But 
that will change, as new ideas occur during the 
writing, which makes the writing very exciting. 
New ideas: sometimes one greets them with 
huge enthusiasm and thinks, "Oh, that's really 
clever, yes, this is how it happened and this is 
logical and right and that will be how it will be." 
So I never get exactly the book that I thought I 
was going to write.' 

• "Of course poets are not the only people who feel things intensely, but it is
one of the qualities," and I think that's true.'

7 MICHAEL HOLROYD 1935-
biographer 

'The only happiness one gets from writing 
is doing a good day's work, of suddenly 
discovering something on the page which 
works. You pick up the page, you shake 
it, it's there, it doesn't come to bits, and 
you didn't know it at the beginning of the 
day and now you know it. Now that's a 
real happiness, and unless there is some 
element of that, well, why on earth is one 
writing? Because otherwise moving a pen 
across the page is not all that enjoyable.' 

Unit 2 · In so many words 15 



Vocabulary 
Adjectives with positive and negative meanings 

1 These pairs of adjectives have similar meanings, but one 
has positive associations, the other negative. Write them 
in the correct column. Use your dictionary to help you. 

famous / notorious 

firm/ authoritarian 
frugal / stingy 
long-winded/ eloquent 

Positive 

self-confident/ cocky 
tactless/ frank 
aggressive / assertive 

Negative 

2 These conversations all describe people. Complete them 
using adjectives from exercise 1. 

1 A Great Aunt Dolly may be a millionaire, but she's so 
_____ with her money. 

B Ah, but she says that she's just being ____ _ 
saving for her old age. 

2 A Harry can be so _____ sometimes, he really 
hurt my feelings. 

B I know, but he doesn't mean it - he just thinks he's 
being honest and ____ _ 

3 A I wish I was as _____ as Guy. Look at him 
chatting up that girl at the bar! 

B Huh! He's far too _____ for my liking. He' ll 
be full of it later. 

4 A Professor Barnes is a brilliant speaker, isn't he? He's 
always so clear and ____ _ 

B Yes, his lectures are great - not like Professor Fox. 
He's so _____ , he never gets to the point. 

5 A Who's Al Capone? Why is he _____ ? 

B Surely you've heard of Al Capone. He was a 
_____ American gangster and bootlegger in 
the 1920s. He spent 11 years in Alcatraz. 

6 A Dave becomes really _____ if he thinks he's 
losing an argument. 

B He needs to learn not to lose his temper and just be 
more ____ _ 

7 A It's difficult being a parent. You have to be 
_____ with your children, but then ... 

B Don't I know ... if you're too strict with them, 
you're accused of being an _____ father. 

16 Unit 2 • In so many words 

Adjective order 

3 Read the travel blog of a visitor to Japan. Correct the order 
of the adjectives in any examples that don't sound natural. 

. : . . . 

Wednesday, August 10th 

� Search 

Day 10 of my travels in Japan: KYOTO 

Today was extremely hot and humid. This morning, I left 

the hotel at ten and ventured into' downtown, crowded, 

noisy Kyoto. I headed for Shisen-do, a temple that a friend 

of mine said I shouldn't miss. Although I was wearing 
2 light, cotton clothing, I was already sweating after twenty 

minutes. So when I reached the temple and walked in, I was 

struck by the 1 dark, cool, peaceful interior. 

Shi sen-do is a• wooden, beautiful, old temple built with 

great simplicity and grace, surrounded by' tall, ancient, 

maple trees and overlooking a 0 deep, large pond with 

moss-covered rocks. There is always the sound of running 

water in Japanese temples, and to the left of the pond was 

a fountain with a 7 bamboo, black, Jong tube which tipped

backwards when it was full of water, making a• soft knocking 

sound on the stone beneath. 

While I was sitting cross-legged on the tatami mat, looking 

out at the garden, I got into conversation with a(n) • young 

interesting man wearing a 10 cotton, pale blue robe. He told 

me he came there to meditate every day. I could see why. 

When I left, I experienced an incredible sense of calm and 

well-being, and as I sat having a 11 cold, long drink in a 
12 Jovely little cafe not far away, I realized I hadn't felt like that 

in a very long time. 



Adding drama 

4 Read this romantic, historical drama. Replace the words 
in italics with a more dramatic word or phrase below. 
Put the verbs in the correct form. 

Verbs Adjectives Adverbs 

catch sight of turquoise desperately 

march crimson momentarily 

demand to know resplendent all at once 

droop forlorn Nouns 
swing back 

massive 
swing round 

ornate 
gown 

cascade fury 

account for 

refuse 

1£,noria ancf the marri
'ij

e j1TOJ'O$af 
The 1 big mahogany doors l opened and the count 3 walked into the room 

shouting loudly and 4 asking where Honoria was. He 5 saw her standing in front 

of the 6 decorative gold mirror and was 7 briefly taken abaclc. She looked • touely 

in a' greeny-blue silk 10 dress with her chestnut curls 11/alling down her back. 

'My Lord, what is the meaning of this ungentlemanly behaviour?' she asked, 

indignantly. 

'Honoria, it is you who must answer to me!' he snapped. 'You have just n said 

no to Lord Ambrose's marriage proposal. I am extremely disappointed. How 

do you n explain your actions?' 

She 14 turned around to face him, her eyes flashing with 15 anger and her

cheeks 16 red. Then 17 suddenly, her shoulders 11/ell and she looked 1' very

• sad. 'But Uncle, I do not love him; she mumbled, almost to herself.

Prepositions 
Adjective + preposition 

5 Match the phrases in A and B and then join them with a preposition in the box. 

about for (x2) from of (x2) on (x2) to (x2) with (x2) 

A B 

1 The film is based __ a my brown leather jacket. 

2 John has always been envious __ b his beautiful singing voice. 

3 It may be old and shabby, but I'm very attached __ C the whole project. I think it'll fail. 

4 He seems emotionally detached __ d any damage incurred to vehicles on these premises. 

5 Pavarotti was known __ e any kind of criticism. 

6 I'm really doubtful __ f his brother's success. 

7 The company isn't liable __ g deeper psychological problems. 

8 You can't tell her anything. She's impervious __ h everyone around him. He lives in a world of his own. 

9 The long hours in my last job were incompatible __ i his parents for everything. 

10 Ben's disruptive behaviour in class is indicative __ j family life. 

11 Tom's 24 and he's still very dependent __ k football. He thinks of nothing else. 

12 Mark is totally obsessed __ I a novel by Michael Morpurgo. 
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Using contrast linkers 

Some contrast linkers join two contrasting ideas in the same 
sentence, whereas others introduce the second idea in a 
separate sentence. 

Although snow and heavy winds were forecast, the climbers 
decided to go on. 
Snow and heavy winds were forecast. Nevertheless, 
the climbers decided to go on. 

Linking in one sentence Linking over two sentences 

Although All the same, 
Despite Even so, 
(Even) though However, 
Much as Nevertheless, 
Whereas On the other hand, 

2 Rewrite the sentences using the linkers in brackets. 

I went to bed early last night. All the same, I feel really 
tired today. (even though) 

Even though I went to bed early last night, I feel really 

tired today. 

2 Jeff went bankrupt in his 30s. However, he now runs a 
very successful online business. (despite) 

3 I tend to be a bit lazy. My sister Monika, on the other 
hand, is always busy - she can't keep still for a minute. 
(whereas) 

4 My grandfather can describe in great detail events that 
took place 50 years ago, even though he often can't 
remember what he had for breakfast! (however) 

5 Despite not being very well off, Sue gives generously 
to various charities. (even so) 

6 I admire her, though I find her difficult to get on with. 
(much as) 

7 I don't agree with some of his policies. Even so, I think 
he'd make a good prime minister. (while) 

8 Even though buying that house should be a good 
investment, Katie has to remember that the housing 
market could collapse. ( on the other hand) 

9 I don't believe in miracles. Nevertheless, his recovery 
seems to defy medical explanation. (although) 

10 Despite it being a bit of a wrench for Gio and Liv to 
leave Oxford, they are looking forward to living in 
Barbados. (all the same) 

Unit 12 • Turning points 77 



45 While 45 is still the most common tipping point, the 

typical signs of a midlife crisis appear to have shifted to 

reflect more recent trends. Gone is the tendency to join a 

golf club or go nightclubbing. Recent surveys suggest that 

men and women the wrong side of 40 are most likely to 

50 reveal their angst about bidding farewell to their younger 

selves by: 

> looking up old boyfriends or girlfriends on Facebook

> considering a tattoo

> running a half marathon

55 > deciding it's time to go to music festivals again 

> taking a sabbatical

> removing all details of age from their online presence

> using younger photos of themselves as online avatars.

Many of the people who responded to surveys on 

60 this topic complained about the term 'midlife crisis' 

itself, however, and the disparaging way it is used. 

Two-thirds of Britons thought it was an insulting 

stereotype, and men complained that, while they are 

castigated for 'letting themselves go' as they get older, 

65 any attempt to look after their appearance after the age 

of 40 was often met with ridicule and the accusation of 

a midlife crisis. 

Perhaps we need to remember that we get the word 

'crisis' from the Greek krisis, meaning 'turning point'. 

70 It's not difficult to see, as the psychologist Carl Jung 

explained in some detail, that while our personalities 

may alter somewhat throughout life, there should 

come a time when the ego identity we've grown up 

with undergoes a radical overhaul in preparation for 

75 the second half of life. And it's not as if exploring 

new activities and deciding to get fitter is something 

to be criticized. As a spokesman for Jeep, one of 

the companies who carried out one of the surveys, 

said, 'The traditional image of a midlife crisis is dead 
so and buried. Nowadays it's more about living for the 

moment and making the most of things and leading an 

active and healthy lifestyle.' 
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