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Exercises 

1.1 Read the beginning of this story and label the type of formulaic language used in the 
words in bold. Use the information in A opposite to help you. 

In 2009, I set off on a long journey. As I left my house, my 
neighbour shouted, 'Good luck!' I didn't know at that moment 
that I would not see him again for three years. I boarded the plane 
at Heathrow, and soon it took off for Malaysia. When we touched 
down in Kuala Lumpur, I couldn't wait to get off the plane. I took 
a bus to the city centre and spent the night at a yootb hostel. The 
first person I met was someone I had been at school with years ago. 
'It's a small world!' he said when he saw me. 

1.2 Underline the seven idioms in the rest of the story you read in 1.1. 

My friend suggested that we join forces. 'There's safety in numbers,' he said. 'Let's 
hit the road together.' I was in two minds whether to go with him but finally decided 
to say yes. We travelled together for six months and had a whale of a time. We spent 
money like there was no tomorrow. I had to twist my dad's arm and persuade him to 
send me some more money so I could travel further. 

1.3 Choose the correct answer. 

1 His first novel was just a) a flash in a pan b) a flash of the pan c) a flash in the pan. 
2 I think Philip has a) given a shine to b) taken a shine to c) got a shine to his new babysitter. 
3 I hope you have a good trip and come home a) safely and soundly b) sound and safe 

c) safe and sound.
4 Oh dear! I think I've a) had a foot in it b) put my foot in it c) got my foot in it! 
5 Kate is really noisy, but her best friend is a) as quiet as a cat b) as quiet as a mouse 

c) as quiet like a mouse.

1.4 Look at these newspaper headlines. Each one has an idiom based on a part of the 
human body. What do you think they mean? Choose the correct answer. 

1 

2 

University pes cap in hand to 
finance minister 

Airline foots the bill for delays 
and cancellations 

3 

4 

Rita Soraz is the apple of 
Hollywood's eye 

Government is burying its head 
in the sand, says Opposition leader 

1 A university a) apologises to the minister b) asks the minister for financial help 
c) awards the minister a great honour.

2 An airline a) has refused to pay the costs b) sends the bill to someone else 

c) will pay the costs.
3 Rita Soraz is a) loved by everyone in Hollywood b) hated by everyone in Hollywood 

c) missed by everyone in Hollywood.
4 The government is a) refusing to face a difficult situation b) about to resign 

c) making unpopular plans.

English Idioms in Use Advanced 7 



8 

Idioms and change 
Idioms frequently change in English. Although many idioms last for a long time, some 
disappear very quickly. Therefore, some idioms that were popular so years ago may sound 
very old-fashioned and odd today. For example, the idiom as stiff/ straight as a ramrod 

[sitting or standing with a very straight and stiff back] is not frequently used nowadays. It is 
therefore important to be careful if you learn an idiom from, say, an older novel, as it may 
sound unnatural if you use it in your own speech or writing. In this book we focus only on 
up-to-date idioms which are still commonly used. 

What are idioms used for? 
• For emphasis, e.g. 'The singer's second album sank like a stone.' [failed completely]
• To agree with a previous speaker, e.g.

A: Did you notice how Lisa started listening when you said her name?
B: Yes, that certainly made her prick her ears up. [start listening carefully]

• To comment on people, e.g. 'Did you hear Tom has been invited for dinner with the
prime minister? He's certainly gone up in the world!' [gained a better social position - or
more money - than before]

• To comment on a situation, e.g. 'The new finance minister wants to knock the economy
into shape.' [take action to get something into a good condition]

• To make an anecdote more interesting, e.g. 'It was just one disaster after another today,
a sort of domino effect.' [when something, usually bad, happens and causes a series of other
things to happen]

• To catch the reader's eye. Idioms - particularly those with strong images - are often
used in headlines, advertising slogans and the names of small businesses. The writer
may play with the idiom or make a pun (a joke involving a play on words) in order to
create a special effect, e.g. a debt of dishonour instead of the usual debt of honour. [a
debt that you owe someone for moral rather than financial reasons]

• To indicate membership of a particular group, e.g. surfers drop in on someone,
meaning to get on a wave another surfer is already on. This kind of group-specific idiom
is outside the focus of this book.

Where will you see or hear idioms? 
You will see and hear idioms in all sorts of speaking and writing. They are particularly 
common in everyday conversation and in popular journalism. For example, they are often 
found in magazine horoscopes, e.g. You'll spend much of this week licking your wounds 

[trying to recover from a bad experience], or in problem pages, e.g. 'Do you think that my 
relationship has run its course?' [come to a natural end] However, idioms are also used in 
more formal contexts, such as lectures, academic essays and business reports, e.g. 'It is 
hoped the regulations will open the door to better management.' [let something new start] 
See Unit 41 for more idioms used in formal writing. 

Language 11• l' 

Look out for idioms being used in headlines and advertisements. Make a note of any 
interesting examples that you find. 
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Exercises 

2.1 Are these sentences true or false? If the answer is false, say why. 

l Few idioms stay in frequent usage for a long time.

2 Your English may sound unnatural if you use certain idioms.

3 Idioms can be used for dramatic effect.

4 Idioms are frequently used to comment on people and situations.
s Headline writers always use idioms in their correct form.

6 Idioms are only used in some types of speaking and writing.

7 Newspapers and magazines are a good place to find idioms in use.

8 Idioms are not used in academic writing.

2.2 Complete each idiom. 

l My essay is really not very good. Could you please help me knock it into

2 It's time you stopped .......................................................... your wounds and got back to your normal life . 

3 Although the film cost a lot of money to make, it enjoyed no success at all; in fact, it sank 

like a .......................................................... . 
4 There was a kind of domino ................ ........................................ when Jill left the company. Others in her 

team decided to follow her example, and that then gave the idea to other employees too. 

5 Ben and Sarah went out together for a long time, but the relationship eventually ran its 
......................................................... - they're both happily married to other people now. 

6 The children .......................................................... up their ears when they heard the word 'chocolate'. 

2.3 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 

2.4 Answer these questions. 

4 

l Would Going up in the world be a better name for a mountain-climbing organisation or
a furniture business?

2 Would Knock yourself into shape be a better slogan for dance classes or a boxing club? 
3 Would Let things run their course be advising someone to act quickly or to be patient? 

4 If a headline mentioned a debt of honour, would it be suggesting that the law or the person's 
conscience should be encouraging them to pay something back? 

5 Would This'll make you prick your ears up be a better slogan for a hi-fi company or an earring 
business? 

OvP r· t () 

Do an Internet search for 'company names with puns'. Find three puns that 
you can explain. 
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At advanced level, your aim will be not only to understand idioms, but also to use them 
accurately and appropriately. This book will help you achieve these aims. There are other 
resources which you should use too. 

Dictionaries 
To help you study idioms, you need a good learner's dictionary, ideally one which 
focuses on idioms. The Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary gives you examples 
of how idioms are used and also gives information on their use, e.g. whether they are 
used humorously, or informally, or in a more literary context. It also highlights the most 
important idioms to learn. You can access this dictionary on line at www.dictionary. 
cambridge.org. The best learner's dictionaries are corpus-based, i.e. they focus on idioms 
that people actually use and give authentic examples of their use. English Idioms in Use 
Advanced is based on the Cambridge International Corpus, which is a collection of over 
one billion words of real spoken and written English. Here is an example of how idioms are 
presented in the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary: 

informal 

if you tell someone to like it or lump it, you 

mean they must accept a situation they do 

not like, because they cannot change it• The 

fact remains, that's all we're going to pay him 

and he can like it or lump it. • Like it or lump it, 

romantic fiction is read regularly by thousands. 

The Internet 
You can use the Internet to find out more about the meanings and origins of idioms, and to 
see more examples of their use. 

• The website http://www.phrases.org.uk lists the meanings and origins of many idioms,
and the site provides examples of how the idioms are used. There is also a link to a
Phrase Finder Facebook page, where you can ask questions about the meaning and
origin of idioms.

• Use a search engine such as Google to find further examples of idioms in use. You could
specify the context in which you want to find examples, for example by typing 'like it or
lump it news', to find examples of the idiom used in newspaper headlines or articles.

Vocabulary notebooks 
Always make good, detailed notes about idioms in your vocabulary notebook. Include an 
example of the idiom in context, as well as its meaning. Add any notes about its usage, e.g. 
informal or literary. Doing a quick drawing of an idiom may help you to learn it. 

Each time they asked him a question, he was like a rabbit cau'3ht in the headli'3hts. 
The speaker unfortunately looked like a rabbit cau'3ht in the headli'3hts during 

/j � most of the discussion. 

,r i = looked very frightened, unable to move or think 
�i (also "deer' instead of 'rabbit) 

English Idioms in Use Advanced 



Exercises 

3.1 Answer these questions. Use the information in A opposite to help you. 

3.2 

3.3 

1 What two things does a good learner's dictionary do, as well as explain the meaning of idioms? 
2 How much language and what kind of language is in the Cambridge International Corpus? 
3 What does the dictionary say about the usage of like it or lump it?

Use the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary (book or online) to match each 

idiom on the left with the label used in the dictionary on the right. Can you explain 

the meaning of the idioms? 

1 get off your backside 

2 have occasion to do something 

3 the shit hits the fan 
4 know something inside out 

5 not soil your hands 

6 send someone to Coventry 

7 pigs might fly 

informal 

formal 

slang 

old-fashioned 
offensive 

humorous 

literary 

Complete each sentence with an idiom from 3.2. You may need to change the form of 

the verb. 

1 Henry will help you deal with these forms. He .......................................................... the system 

2 They think he's the boss of the criminal gang, but he never ................................................................................................... . 

by committing crimes personally. 

3 Joey can be so lazy. I wish he'd .......................................................... . 
4 'I won't be late to work ever again.' 'Oh yes, and .................................................................................................................... !' 

5 If Greg finds out what you've done, .................................................................................................................... . 

6 I live very close to the hospital, but luckily I've never ................................................................................................................... . 
go there. 

7 She had lied to them, and so they .................................................................................................................... . 

3.4 Search for "like it or lump it" in the two ways described in Bon the opposite page. 

What information did you get? 

3.5 Underline the eight idioms in this newspaper article. What do you think each idiom 

means? Use a dictionary to help you. 

jSPORTS MINISTER HOPPING MAD 
John Hamilton has made a name 
for himself by running a tight 
ship at the Ministry of Sport. 
So it was no surprise to his staff 
that he reportedly 'went spare' 
when he learnt what had been 
going on behind his back. Two 
of his leading advisors had been 

feathering their own nests with 
government money intended for 
young people's sports organisa
tions. 'Such behaviour is quite 
beyond the pale,' said Hamilton, 
'and the two people concerned 
have already been given the sack'. 

English Idioms in Use Advanced 11 
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4 Common metaphors in idioms

What is a metaphor? 
Metaphors describe a person, object or situation by comparing it to something else with 
similar characteristics. They are often used in poetry and literature. In Shakespeare's 
Romeo and Juliet, for example, Romeo says 'Juliet is my sun,' suggesting that she is the 
most important force in his life, bringing him light and warmth. 

Many idioms are based on metaphors. However, idioms are expressions that are used 
so frequently and are so fixed in the language that people often do not think about the 
metaphors behind them. The metaphors used in idioms are therefore much less original 
and thought-provoking than those used in literary contexts. People say, for example, 'The 
new president was/ took centre stage at the meeting' [was the most important or noticeable 
thing or person], without thinking of the original image of a theatre. 

Work=war 
The language of idioms seems to suggest that English speakers see work and business life 
as a kind of war, with many work and business idioms based on images connected with 
war and fighting. For example, companies launch marketing campaigns, and they may 
join forces with one another. Business people might say that a situation is a minefield [is 
potentially dangerous] or that a company is a casualty of a difficult economic situation [was 
badly affected by it]. A manager may pull rank on his employees [use the power his position 
gives him to make them do something], and he may have to get/ take the flak for a problem 
[receive strong criticism]. An employee may be given or get his marching orders [lose his 
job]. See Unit 15 for more idioms based on war and conflict. 

Understanding= seeing 
Idioms often equate seeing with understanding. For example, we talk about seeing sense 
or seeing reason [becoming sensible/ reasonable] or seeing the point [understanding the 
importance of something]. Similarly, if someone sees the joke, they understand it. To see 
the light can mean to suddenly understand something. 

Some other metaphors 
Emotion= colour 
Red can suggest anger, e.g. 'My brother saw red when I broke his phone.' Black is often 
associated with unpleasant feelings: if you get a black mark for something, it means 
people think you have done something bad, and they will remember it in future. 

Life= a journey 
If someone is at a crossroads, they are at a stage in life when they have to make an 
important decision. If you say that you are going/ getting nowhere, you mean you are 
making no progress. If you say something is taking you into uncharted territory/ waters, 
you mean it is taking you into unknown areas of experience. 

Life= a gamble 
If you have something up your sleeve, you have a secret plan or idea (someone playing 
cards for money may hide a card up their sleeve). If you bluff your way into or out of a 
situation, you get yourself there by deception in the same way that a gambler may bluff 
(pretend to be in a weaker or stronger position than is really the case). 

Language h,_i · t 

Noticing the metaphors underlying many idioms will help you understand and learn 
th�m. Look out for oth�r common conc�pts such as time= money. 

;·§
b

:�;;�-English Idioms in Use Advanced 



Exercises 

4.1 Answer these questions. Use the information in A opposite to help you. 

1 How do metaphors describe people, objects and situations? 
2 In what kind of writing are metaphors frequently used? 

3 How are the metaphors used in literary contexts different from those used in idioms? 
4 Why do you think it can sometimes be useful for you to be aware of the origins of idioms? 

4.2 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 

1 3 

2 4 

4.3 Complete each idiom. 

1 Tax legislation can be a ................................................ ....... for new businesses; there are so many rules to 
follow. 

2 Our company is planning to ......................................................... a new marketing campaign in April. 

3 Shouting at his manager got Tom a black ................................ ......................... at work. 
4 I'm sure your boss will ........................................................ sense eventually and agree to your plan. 

5 At first I didn't see the ......................................................... of going to university or college, but then I saw 

the......... . ............................... and realised studying would give me more choices for the future. 
6 If she doesn't offer to write the report, 1'11 ......................................... ................ rank on her and tell her to do it. 
7 Noor is ......................................................... a crossroads in her life now that she has finished her medical 

degree. She has to decide what she is going to specialise in. 

8 George doesn't know much about the job, but I'm sure he'll be able to ........................................................ . 
his way through the interview. 

4.4 Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 

1 Everyone else was laughing, but Katie couldn't understand what was funny. 
2 Eva is making no progress with her research. 
3 BritTel is going to work together with SatCom to lobby the government. 

4 The teacher was furious when Matt refused to do his homework. 

5 The errors in the report really weren't Sam's fault, but he was blamed for them. 

6 Tina is hoping her father will eventually become more reasonable and let her drive the 

family car. 
7 Unfortunately, my brother's transport business was very seriously affected by the rise in 

fuel prices. 
8 As the president of a major company, Ross is used to being the focus of attention. 
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5 Using idioms accurately

All the examples in this unit come from the Cambridge Learner Corpus. This is a collection 
of over 95,000 exam scripts by students from over 190 countries taking Cambridge ESOL 

exams. The errors in this unit were actually made by learners in advanced-level exams, 
including CAE, Proficiency and IELTS (level 6+). 

A major difficulty with idioms is that they are fixed expressions which cannot be changed -
except when you are deliberately playing with the language. It is therefore very important 
to use idioms accurately. See Unit 6 for more information on playing with idioms. 

Getting the keywords right 
You say that rising unemployment figures are just the tip of the iceberg [a small part of a 
much bigger problem], NOT the tsp of the iceberg. 

You say that the state is responsible for its citizens' welfare from the cradle to the grave 

[from birth to death], NOT from the cradle to the EGffiff. 

If you want to talk about people that you do not know or that you do not think are 
important, you can say every Tom, Dick and/ or Harry could do that job, NOT every +em-
and Jerry! 

If you pay for something yourself, you pay for it out of your own pocket, NOT out of your 
own wa«et. 

If someone is in a bad mood, you can say they are like a bear with a sore head, NOT like a 

bear with a sore tJ:w:eat.

When you remember the past nostalgically, you talk about the good old days, NOT the 
good old time. 

To say that someone or something will not exist for much longer, you can say their days 

are numbered, NOT their days are counted. 

To talk about limiting someone's freedom, you can use the idiom to clip someone's 

wings, NOT to wt someone's wings. 

Getting the details right 
Using idioms accurately also means getting even the little words exactly right. 

You must not add articles where they are not needed: someone has a spirit of adventure 

[enthusiasm for adventurous activities], NOT spirit of afl adventure. You must not leave out 
articles either: fashion can be described as up-to-the-minute [new], NOT up to mimc1te. 

Take care with prepositions too: someone can be at a loss for words [not know what to say], 

NOT at a loss ef words. 

Make sure that you also use singular and plural forms correctly: you talk about a couple 
tying the knot [getting married (informal)], NOT tying tl=le l�nots. 

Word order is very important too: you can be sick and tired of something [angry and 

bored], NOT tired and sick of it. 

Language f ,. r, 

Translating idioms word for word can cause problems. For example, we make a

mountain out of a molehill [make a small difficulty seem like a serious problem], NOT 
mal�e an elephant out of a mouse. Always check in a good dictionary before translating 
an idiom from your own language. 
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Exercises 

5.1 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? 

1 

2 

i\P£Rsoo 
1940-2016 

3 

4 

5.2 Are the idioms in these sentences used correctly? If not, correct them. 

1 My sister is always buying up-to-minute gadgets. 
2 I'm sick and tired of listening to him complaining all the time. 
3 My grandad's always talking about good old days. 
4 They've been engaged for six months but haven't made any plans about when they're 

going to tie the knots. 
5 Magda was at a loss for words when her son told her he had quit his new job. 
6 Engineering isn't the kind of job that every Tom, Dick or Henry could do. 

5.3 Complete each idiom. 

1 Don't make such a ........................................................ out of a molehill. 
2 Everyone uses mobile phones now, so the days of the land line are ......................................................... . 
3 My son's got a real ......................................................... of adventure. He's going travelling around the 

world for a year. 
4 We won free train tickets to Paris in the competition, but we had to pay for the hotel out 

of our own ......................................................... . 
5 Freddie keeps shouting at everyone today. I don't know why he's behaving like a 

......................................................... with a sore head. 

5.4 Here are some errors made with idioms by candidates in advanced-level exams. Can 
you correct them? Looking up the word in brackets in a good idioms dictionary should 
help you find the correct idiom. 

1 You'll pass your driving test if you really want to - where there's a will. there's a power. 
[WILL] 

2 I get bored if I always do the same things at the weekend - change is a spice of life. 
[VARIETY] 

3 Sh! Be quiet! There's no need to talk at the top of your head. [TOP] 

4 He never saves any money. He spends whatever he has. Easy coming easy going is his 
motto. [EASY] 

5 I was so upset when I failed the exam. I wept my eyes out of my head. [CRY] 

6 She's a total optimist - she always manages to look the good part. [LOOK] 

English Idioms in Use Advanced 15 



Exercises 

S 7 .1 Are the idioms in these sentences used correctly? If not, correct them. 

1 Nobody in their correct mind would lend him money again. He never pays it back. 
2 Ben had always said he wanted to study law, so his mother is finding it hard to get 

her mind round his decision to leave university and join a rock band. 
3 He's always talking about cars. I've never met anyone with such a one-way mind. 
4 I'm sure you can mend your own bike if you put your mind to it. 
5 What can we do to take Marco's mind out of his problems? 
6 Now, I'd like you all to throw your mind back to your very first day at school. 

5 7 .2 Complete each dialogue with an idiom from the opposite page. 

1 Max: I'm off now then. See you in a couple of hours. 
Beth: Bye ...... ............................................................................................... · 

2 Harry: You've bought another pair of shoes?! How much were they? 
Tina: ······································································································ !

3 Nathan: Why are you yawning? 
Molly: I'm ...................................................................................................... . 

4 Lisa: I'm thinking of taking a year off to cycle round the world. 
Rita: You must be ...................................................................................................... ! 

5 Joe: Were you able to forget about the exam today? 
Lou: No, it's ................................................................................ .............. ........ all day. 

6 Police officer: Please ...................................................................................................... and tell us exactly what happened 
on the night in question. 

Tess: Well, it's a long time ago now ... 

57 .3 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of? Complete the captions. 

1 3 

He needs to ................................................... . Come on- ................................................... ! 
2 4 

I can ................................................... . That singer .................. .................... ......... ! 

5 7 .4 Replace the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom. 

1 Walk carefully on the ice - it's very slippery. 
2 The actor's performance was amazing! 
3 It goes without saying that you should always be very polite at an interview. 
4 People who drink and drive must be totally crazy. 
5 My twin brother can tell exactly what I'm thinking. 
6 I'm always so bored in physics lessons! 

7 Their argument worried Freya for a long time. 
8 You'll find it quite easy to learn the guitar if you make a bit of an effort. 
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Problems 

••• 

••• 

Dear Bella 

Dear Bella 

I've just started working in a 
clothes shop, but it's proving 
much harder than I had 

bargained for 1• I've realised 

that I'm no good at giving 

people the hard sell2
, and 

there don't seem to be any 
hard-and-fast rules3 for 

what I should be doing. I 
thought I would love it, but 
I'm finding it really hard 

going4
. Will it get better or 

My partner and I have just split up. It was a mutual decision, 
and we agreed there would be no hard feelings5

, but it has hit

me much harder6 than I expected. My ex seems to be going 
out a lot and is perfectly happy, which I find hard to swallow7

. 

Am I being unreasonable? 

Ali 

••• 

Dear Bella 

is this it? 

I lost my job last month, so my family has fallen on hard 

times8
. My wife is still working, but we're struggling, and we're 

really hard up9
. I'm finding it difficult to find a new job, and I'm 

hard put10 to see a solution. What should I do? 
Liz 

Simon 

1 more difficult than expected 2 trying very hard to persuade people to buy something 3 clear rules 
4 difficult and tiring 5 no anger towards each other 6 affected me much worse 7 difficult to accept 
8 are finding life difficult through lack of money 9 without much money 10 finding it difficult 

More problems 
Read what six people say about their problems. 

My younger sister trusts people too easily, 
but I guess she will learn the hard way1 that 
things are not always what they seem. 

I hate dealing with salespeople. They always 
try to drive a hard bargain2

, and I'm not very 
good at saying no! 

I've got far too much work this week. I'll 
be hard-pressed3 to get it all finished, and 
I'm worried my boss will be angry if I don't 
manage. 

I want to go to Australia this summer, so I 
need to persuade my boss to let me have 
three weeks off work. It will be a hard nut to 
crack\ but I'm going to try. 

My flatmate complains if I ask him to help 
clean the flat. He always seems to make hard 
work of 5 anything I ask him to do!

My brother doesn't have a job, and he feels 
hard done by6 because I've got more money 
than him. I work hard, though, so I don't 
think it's unfair! 

1 discover something through a difficult experience 2 demand a lot in exchange for the service given 
3 find it difficult 4 a difficult problem to solve 5 make something into a major problem 
6 unfairly treated 
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Exercises 

58.1 Correct the mistakes in these idioms from A opposite. 

1 I hate it when people try to give you the hard sale over the phone. 
2 Her grandfather's illness has really struck her very hard. 

3 I'm so glad we're friends again. No hard feels, OK? 

4 Walking home in the heavy snow was really hard go. 
5 I find his constant criticism of me very hard to drink. 
6 Learning how to skate turned out to be much harder than Nina had bargained by. 

58.2 Read this post on an online problem page. Are these sentences true or false? If the 
answer is false, say why. 

I'm feeling very hard-pressed at work at the moment. I have a long report to finish, but I'll be 
hard put to get it done in time. I'd love to hand in my notice, but I'm far too hard up to be able 

to manage without a salary even for a week or two. I guess I'm learning the hard way that 
money doesn't grow on trees! Can you help me? Kira 

1 Kira is very busy at work. 
2 She will easily meet her deadline for the report. 
3 She can't afford to leave her job. 

4 She is learning a fun lesson about life. 

58.3 Complete each idiom. 

1 ..................... ............................ on hard times 

2 a hard ................................................ to crack 

3 hard to ............................................... . 
4 ................................................ a hard bargain 

5 hard-and- ................................................... rules 
6 learn the hard ..... ............................................ . 
7 ................................................... hard work of 

8 feel hard ................................................... by 

58.4 Complete each sentence with an idiom from 58.3. You may need to change the form of 
the verb. 

1 The truth is unpleasant, and I'm worried you'll find it ............................................................................................ . 
2 Although Jack's grandfather used to be rich, he ............................................................................................ and the 

family lived in poverty. 

3 There are no ............................................................................................ as to how you should behave in circumstances 
like these. 

4 I'm sure Lydia will ............................................................................................ when she discovers that her uncle has 
bought her twin sister a new sports car. 

5 Children eventually ............................................................................................ that life is not always fair. 

6 I have no idea how we're going to solve this problem. It's going to be 
............................................................................................ , I'm sure. 

7 Ruby always complains and seems to ............................................................................................ any little problem. 

8 You want me to reduce the price by £200? You certainly ............................................................................................ . 

Over to 

Look up hard in the Cambridge Idioms Dictionary at http://dictionary.cambridge.org/. Make a 

note of three other interesting idioms that you find there. Write them down in example sentences. 
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When things go wrong 
Many idioms with fall refer to situations where things go wrong, people encounter problems, 
or where something fails. Read these news cuttings and note the idioms. 

The minister of education seems to have fallen 
from grace 1 . There are rumours that the president 
is planning to sack her next week when ... 

Occasionally, secret documents fall into 

the wrong hands2 and national security is 
threatened. One such case has raised fears ... 

Last year, a petition with 10,000 signatures 
demanding an end to the tax fell on deaf 
ears3

, so yesterday protesters took to the 
streets and ... 

The village carnival fell foul of 5 health
and safety regulations and was cancelled. A 
spokesperson said that ... 

1he government has ... iilleo dae 1np of7 

creadng committee after committee, thinking 
that will solve the probleal$ of social ... 

House prices have fallen throup the tloor4 in the 
last six months, leaving many homeowners worrying 
about how ... 

The global banking system seemed to be 
falling apart at the seams8 in 2009 ... 

1 done something which made people in 
authority stop liking or admiring them 

2 the wrong people obtain and control them 
3 was ignored 
4 dropped to a very low level 

Other idioms with fall

5 broke a law or regulation 
6 did not come up to the standard of 
7 done something which seemed like a good 

idea but was not wise

8 be in a very bad state and about to fail 

People were falling over themselves to volunteer as helpers for the president's visit. [very 
keen and eager] 

She never seems to have to work to get what she wants. Everything just seems to fall/ drop 
into her lap. [happen or be given to her without any effort on her part] 

Fabio seems to have fallen for Elena hook, line and sinker! [fallen madly in love with] 

My colleagues at the office played a joke on me, and I fell for it hook, line and sinker. 
[completely believed something which was not true] 

I'm afraid you will have to fall into line and accept the company's rules and policy. [start to 
accept the rules of an organisation] 

Here are two proverbs which include fall:

Pride comes before a fall. [if someone is too confident or arrogant, something bad will happen, 
which will show that they are not as good as they think they are] 
The bigger they are/ come, the harder they fall. [the more power or success someone has, the 
harder it will be for them to lose it] 

See Unit 11 for more proverbs. 
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Phonemic symbols 

Vowel sounds Consonant sounds 

Symbol Examples Symbol Examples 

Ii:! sleep me !pl e_ut 

Iii happy recipf /bl book 

III pin dinner /ti take 

/u/ foot could P!:! II Id/ QOg 

/u:/ do shoe through /k/ car kick 

/el red head said lg! go @arantee 

/-;J/ arrive father colour It JI catch church 
-

/3:/ turn bird work /d3/ a� loun� 

h:/ sort thought walk /fl for cough 

/rel cat black /v/ love vehicle 

IA! sun enough wonder /0/ thick path 

fol g_Qt watch sock /()/ this mother 

/a:/ part heart laugh /s/ since rice 

lei! name late aim lzl zoo houses 

/ai/ my idea time /JI shop ?.ugar machine 

hi! b.QY noise /3/ plea?.ure usual vision 

!e:JI pair where bear /hi hear hotel 

/J5/ hear beer Im/ make 

/50/ go home show In/ name now 

/au/ out cow fol bri!!_g 

/05/ pure poor Ill look while 

Ir! road 

/j/ young 

/w/ wear 
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uncharted territory/ waters 4 

be on the same wavelength 6 

wax and wane 10 
bluff your way 4 
go back a long way 26 
laugh all the way to the bank 32 

learn the hard way 58 
point the way to 41 
Where there's a will there's a way. 11 

cut both / two ways 50 
go their own ways 60 
wear and tear 10 
wear your heart on your sleeve 54 
weather the storm 14 

a fair-weather friend 26 
on a weekly basis 31 
cry/ weep buckets 7 
outstay your welcome 34 
You may well ask! 44 
a wet blanket 26 

double whammy 46 
what is the world coming to? 44 
it does exactly what it says on the tin 8 
Whatever floats your boat! 8 
at/ behind the wheel 16 
put your shoulder to the wheel 42 

reinvent the wheel 24 
oil the wheels 24 

set the wheels in motion 24 
when all's said and done 43 
cross that bridge when you come to it 42 
I'll believe it when I see it. 12 

where there's a will there's a way. 11 
put your money where your mouth is 42 
not know whether you're coming or going 34 
the cat's whiskers 17 
black and white 10 

a whizz kid 27 

a whole new ball game 19 
go the whole hog 22 
not the whole picture 41 

give sb / sth a wide berth 14 
wild horses couldn't make me 36 
a wild-goose chase 21 
beyond your wildest dreams 40 
battle of wills 15 
win by a landslide 33 

win hands down 53 

win your spurs 46 
run like the wind 9 
take the wind out of sb's sails 14 

receive a windfall 30 

have a window 31 

clip sb's wings 5 

wait in the wings 24 

the conventional wisdom 41 
It's easy to be wise after the event. 12 
within an inch of your life 55 
a wolf in sheep's clothing 17 

cry wolf 17 
a man/ woman of many parts 27 
Hindsight is a wonderful thing. 12 
can't see the wood for the trees 37 

dead wood 56 
pull the wool over sb's eyes 28 
word for word 23 

from the word go 43 
Mum's the word. 12 
at a loss for words 5 
take the words right out of my mouth 45 
work like a dog 9 
donkey/ grunt work 7 

make hard work of 58 
Nice work if you can get it! 44 
throw a spanner in the works 24 
a world of difference 40, 45 
dead to the world 56 
go up in the world 2 

be/ live in a dream world 55 
do yourself the world of good 40 
What is the world coming to? 44 
a fate worse than death 56 
worship at the altar/ shrine/ temple of 30 
not be worth a dime 7 
lick your wounds 2 
see the writing on the wall 20 
be barking up the wrong tree 45 
don't get me wrong 44 
fall into the wrong hands 59 
You're not wrong! 45 
be light years away from sth 24 
take years off sb 40 
catch some z's 7 
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