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BEFORE READING 

1 Here are sentences about people in the story Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the 

Sea. Match each sentence with a picture. 

1 Captain Nemo doesn't like people. He loves to stay at sea all the time. 

2 In his work Ned Land kills whales with a harpoon. He never sits down for long. 

3 Doctor Aronnax writes books about the sea. He thinks a lot, and he knows a lot. 

4 Conseil is a good servant. He likes helping people. 

2 This story begins in 1866. It happens under the sea. What do the people see there? 

Tick four boxes. 

a D Atlantis b Dtreasure c D the Titanic

d D a sea spider e D an underwater hotel f D a submarine 



CHAPTER 1 

Lookiti9 f�tfic nwnstcr 

In 1866, everyone was excited about one thing. There was 

a strange monster in the sea, people said. Different ships 

saw it at different times in the Atlantic and in the Pacific. 

It was very big, very long, and it moved very fast. It threw 

water up into the sky, too. Perhaps it was a whale? Of 

course, some people did not believe in the monster. But 

then, in 18 6 7, some important ships had bad accidents. 

The worst of these accidents happened to a famous ship, 

the Scotia. After it hit something at sea, the Scotia had 

a hole in it of two and a half metres! People said, 'The 

monster did this! We must find it and kill it.' 

I. Doctor Pierre Aronnax, work at the Museum of

Natural History in Paris. But I was in the United States 

at the time on a visit. Because I write books about sea 

animals, lots of people asked me about the monster. Was 

strange not 

usual 

monster a big 

animal that is 

very bad to look 

at and makes 

people afraid 

throw (past 

threw) to make 

something move 

quickly through 

the air 

whale a very big 

animal that lives 

in the sea and 

looks like a fish 

believe to think 

that something 

is true 

hole an opening 

in something 

Museum 

of Natural 

History a big 

building where 

you can see dead 

animals and other 

things 



submarine a 

ship that goes 

under the water 

servant a person 

who works for 

someone rich 

captain the most 

important person 

on a ship 

harpoon people 

kill whales with 

this long, thin 

thing 

metal cars and 

big ships are 

made of this; you 

can't break it 

easily 

light something 

that helps you to 

see in the dark 

swim (past 

swam) to go 

through the water 

moving your arms 

and legs 

air we take this 

in through our 

mouth and nose 

attack to start 

hitting someone 

or something 

suddenly 

2 

;J;b

:�;;�
it an animal or perhaps a submarine? What could I say? 

I didn't know. Then a wonderful thing happened. The 

Americans wanted to send a ship, the Abraham Lincoln, 

after the monster and they asked me, 'Can you come with 
"' 

US( 

I was happy to go- and Conseil, my good servant, went 

with me. 

When we left New York, thousands of people came and 

watched us. Captain Farragut of the Abraham Lincoln 

said, 'Two thousand dollars for the first man to see the 

monster! Good luck!' On the ship there was a man from 

Canada, Ned Land. Ned was big and tall, and he threw 

the harpoon very well. He was a whaler and he knew 

many exciting stories about the sea. He didn't believe in 

the monster. 

'No sea animal could make a hole in the Scotia,' he 

laughed. 'She's a metal ship!' 

For weeks, we moved across the seas and we watched day 

and night for the monster, but we did not see it. Captain 

Farragut said, 'Three more days and then we go home.' 

But two nights later, it happened. Ned Land cried, 'Look! 

Over there!' We could see a strange light under the water. 

Something long and dark was there. It was the monster! 

It swam up to us, then stopped. The strange light came 

and went. One minute it was on our left. The next minute 

it was on our right. 'Is it playing with us?' I thought. We 

waited, afraid. The monster made a lot of noise and threw 

water into the air, but it did not attack. At about two in 

the morning, we saw the strange light again about eight 

kilometres away. Ned took his harpoon in his hand and 



we made ready to attack. Our ship moved quickly, but the 

monster went faster. 'Don't lose it!' cried Captain Farragut. 

We went nearly 500 kilometres that night. In the end, the 

monster stopped and we saw the strange light under the 

sea in front of us. Quietly our ship went nearer and Ned 

stood ready. At six metres, he threw his harpoon. It hit the 

monster noisily . Suddenly the sea in front of us was dark, 

and a big river of cold, black water came up over our ship. 

It threw me down into the sea. 

'Help!' I cried. I couldn't swim because there was water 

in my clothes. Conseil did his best to pull my head out of 

the water again and again, but soon he was tired. And we 

couldn't s�e the Abraham Lincoln. 'We're going to die,' I 

thought. Then Conseil saw something in the water and we 

swam over to it . It was Ned. He sat there on something big 

under the surface of the sea! 

'Why couldn't I kill the monster with my harpoon?' he 

cried. 'Because it's a metal ship!' 

Conseil and I got out of the water and sat down next to 

:j;b:n:;Jl?} 

clothes people 

wear these 

surface the 

highest part of 

something 
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Ned. He was right. We were on a long, dark, metal ship. 

Our 'monster' was a submarine! 

Suddenly, the submarine began to move along the 

surf ace of the sea, and up on its back we went along with 

it. Hours later, when morning came, the submarine began 

to go down! Ned cried angrily, 'Hey! Stop! Open up, I say!' 

At once a door opened near our feet, and a man's head 

came up out of it. The man gave a cry and went away 

again. A few seconds later, eight men came up out of the 

door. They said nothing, but took us quickly down into the 

ship and left us in the dark there. 

In the submarine everything was quiet. Suddenly, a 

yellow light came on and we could see. We were in a room 

with a table and five chairs. The door opened and two men 

came in. The first man was short with a white face. The 

second man was tall and dark. The tall man's dark eyes 

were very strange. They could see through me when he 

looked at me, I felt. The two men wore sea blue clothes. The 

taller man was the captain, I could see. He spoke to me in 
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READING CHECK 

Correct the mistakes in these sentences. 

CC\nC\dC\ 

a Ned wants to be in �on Christmas Day. 

b The Nautilus cannot move for four weeks. 

c Ned wants to look for fish with his friends. 

d Some people help Aronnax and his friends. 

e Nemo plays the piano badly. 

f There is electricity in the windows of the Nautilus. 

g Aronnax can understand Nemo when he speaks to his men. 

WORD WORK 

1 Find seven more words from Chapter 3 in the shell. 
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Project A. A sense poem 

1 Match the titles with the pictures of different events in the story. 

a Arriving at the South Pole 

b Fighting the giant squid 

c Hunting underwater 

d The islanders attack 

e Visiting Atlantis 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 



2 Read the poem. Complete it with the correct first line below. Which character from 

the story is the writer? 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . '

I saw the animal's long white arms in the black water;

I heard the noise of its strange mouth on the metal;

I felt my harpoon in my hand; 

I smelt the cold sea; 

I tasted my breakfast suddenly in my mouth once again.

a When we hunted underwater 

b When the islanders attacked 

c When we visited Atlantis 

d When we arrived at the South Pole 

e When we fought the giant squid 

3 Choose a different event from Activity 1 and a new character. Write a poem 

about the event from this character's point of view. Can your partner guess 

the character? 

When ..................... .................................... , 

I saw ............ ............................................. ; 

I heard ..... , ................................................... ; 

I felt .............................. ........................... ; 

I smelt ......................................................... ; 

I tasted ......................................................... .

41 



GRAMMAR CHECK 

Prepositions of movement 

Prepositions of movement tell us how something moves. 

/2] D� � L= •

up down into out of 

--.Ji4 z •• • • 
over across past to

5 Complete the text about the Joumey of the Nautilus with the prepositions in the box. 

48 

I across down into out of -9¥el over past under to up I 

l 

When the Abraham Lincoln hits the Nautilus, the water comes up a) ..... o.v.e.r:... f
the ship like a cold, black river. After some days on the submarine, Aronnax and 

Nemo walk b) ... ............ the sea, in the forests of Crespo Island.

Captain Nemo wants to go c) ............... the Indian Ocean through the Coral

Sea. The ship hits some coral and Aronnax and his friends walk d) .............. .

the islands of New Guinea. Aronnax hears a noise, looks e) ............... and sees 

some angry islanders. Later, the islanders try to go f} ............ ... into the ship 

but the electricity stops them. 

In Sri Lanka, Nemo takes some pearls g} ............... his pocket and gives them 

to a poor pearl fisher. The Nautilus journeys through the Arabian tunnel and 

then h} ............... the Mediterranean Sea. After that, it goes i) ............... the 

coast of Portugal to Vigo in Spain. 

Some weeks later, Aronnax and his friends are ready to escape from the 

Nautilus. In the maelstrom, the sea comes up j} .. ... .......... their little boat. 

When they open their eyes again, they are in the home of a Lofoten Islander. l 



GRAMMAR CHECK 

linkers: and, but, so, and because 

We use linkers to join two sentences. 

and links two parts of a sentence with the same idea. 

The hill was a living volcano and the red light came from fire in its mouth. 

but links two sentences with different ideas. 

Ned likes Aronnax, but he hates Nemo. 

(second sentence shows a different idea) 

so links two parts of a sentence talking about the result of something. 

Life on the Nautilus is very bad so Aronnax and his friends must escape. 

(result of first part of sentence) 

because links two parts of a sentence talking about the reason for something. 

Ned needs to hunt animals on the island because he wants to eat meat. 

(reason for first part of sentence) 

10 Complete the sentences with and, but, so, or because. 

a The Abraham Lincoln moves across the seas .... 0.�Q ..... watches for the monster.

b A lot of people ask Aronnax about the monster ............... he's a famous man. 

c The water comes over the ship ............... it throws Aronnax into the sea. 

d The fish on the Nautilus is good 

............... it is different from usual 

fish. 

e The men wear boxes on their backs 

............... they can breathe under the 

water. 

f Nemo can understand Aronnax, 

............... at first he doesn't speak to 

him. 

g The islanders want to come on the ship, 

............... the electricity stops them. 

h Nemo wants to kill the people on the 

warship ...... ......... they killed his 

family. 
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