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BEFORE READING 

1 The six tales In this book come from different counb les. What are they about? 

Match these sentences about the stories with the pictures. 

a D Fanta-Ghiro lives in Italy. She wants to

join the army and help her father. 

b D Nasreddin is a poor man in Turkey. He

lives next to a rich man called Ahmet. 

c D A Korean teacher has a secret. His

students want to know about it. 

d D Princess Tara lives in India. She

doesn't want to marry. 

e D One summer Prince Frederick visits

Poland and meets a beautiful young 

woman called lrka. 

f D Fatima lives in Syria. One day she

reads a sign in Ali's shop. 

2 What do you think? Tick the boxes. 

Which people are cleverer ... ? 

a b

D men D poor people 

C 

D teachers 



fa_nta-Ghiro 
King Marco lived in Italy. He had three 
daughters - and no sons! 
'What's the matter?' asked Fanta-Ghiro, his 
youngest daughter, one day. 
'It's this letter from King Luca of Randazzo,' 
said her father. 'He wants to fight me and be 
king here too. He's sending his army. What 
can I do? I'm old with no sons to fight for me.' 
'I can fight for you!' his oldest daughter said. . .. , 

. ...,., .J.._,�'But armies don't like women generals,' said · �, '\ 
King Marco. • 

1 

-� .. �· 

'I can wear men's clothes,' she said, and later ., -� 
" that day she left with the army. � 

After some time, she saw some tall 
trees. 'Look!' she cried. 'I can cook

dinner for all the army with wood
from only one of those trees.' 

'Cook?!' cried the man next to her, 
'The general is a woman!' 
Everyone laughed. The oldest 
daughter went home at once, and 
the army came home behind her. 

king the most important man in 

a country 

fight (past fought) to hit someone 

again and again 

army a large number of people who cook to make things for people to 

fight for their country eat 

general a very important person in 

an army 

wood the hard part of a tree 
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The next day the second sister left with the army. She 
said nothing when she saw the tall trees. Then they 

came to a river. 

'Look!' she cried. 'I can wash the dirtiest shirts in 

that river and they're going to come out white again.' 

When his second daughter came back, 

King Marco said, 'Oh no! I'm going to 

lose my country to King Luca!' 

'Don't forget me!' said Fanta-Ghiro. 

'Wash?!' cried the man next to her, 

'This general is a woman, tool' 

Fanta-Ghiro didn't talk on the road. 

'This general is quiet,' thought the man 

next to her. 'But he rides and carries his 

sword well.' 

wash to stop something being dirty sword a long, sharp knife for fighting 

ride (past rode) to go on a horse 
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Soon beautiful Fanta-Ghiro 

met King Luca and his army. 
'Who are you?' he asked her. 

Tm King Marco's general,' 

she said. 'Shall we talk 

before we fight?' 

'.All right,' said Luca. 'But 

let's go to my palace.' 

Fanta-Ghiro asked the man 

next to her, Tonino, to go 

with her. 

At his palace, Luca spoke to his mother. 

'Perhaps King Marco's general is a woman, 

but how can I be sure?' 

His mother said, 'Take him to the sword 

room. Women aren't interested in swords.' 

Then Luca's mother said, 'Take him 

into the garden and watch when 

he picks a flower. A woman puts a 

flower down the front of her dress. A 

man puts it behind his ear.' 

palace a big house where a king lives pick to take something in your hand 

sure when you feel that something 

is true 

:r;

b

;;;�l}
3 



6 

READING CHECK 

Choose the correct words to complete the sentences. 

a King Marco has three ons �-
b King Luca wants to nht · ;cit King Marco. 

c The oldest daughter wants to · ng r Jk for the army.

d The second daughter wants to uake.. \n ·h clothes for the army.

e At first Fanta-Ghiro asks to ·· ,,ht 

f ' PO aren't interested in swords,· says King Luca's mother. 

g Fanta-Ghirb ks 1.1ts the bread. 

h Tonino brings a · ,rd to Fanta-Ghirb. 

i In the end King Luca wants Fanta-Ghirb to be his 

WORD WORK 

1 These words don't match the pictures. Correct them. 

a .. pa ace ..

·army•

d ........... . 

•queen•

b ........... . 

•palace•

. . . . . . . . . . . . .

·wood•

C ........... . 

•general·

f ........... . 



'How are you, Nasreddin?' he asked. 'I can hear laughing 

and singing in your house.' 

'We are happy,' answered Nasreddin, 'because God is 

good to us. Look,' he said and he opened the bag in his 

hand. 'I asked God for gold and here it is.' 

Ahmet smiled. 

'How many gold coins are in the bag exactly?' he asked. 

'You asked for one thousand, I think. Let's count them.' 

'Why?' asked Nasreddin. 'God can count. you know!' 

But Ahmet didn't listen. He began to count carefully. Then 

he said , 'You can't have this gold, Nasreddin. There are nine 

hundred and ninety-nine coins here, not a thousand.' 

'Is that right?' said Nasreddin. 'Then God knows about 

it. and one more coin is going to come later today. I'm sure 

of it.' 

'Listen. Nasreddin,' Ahmet said. 'It's my gold. I threw it 

over the wall and you must give it back.' 

'I can't do that,' answered Nasreddin. 'You don't 

understand. God is working through you.' 
count to say the 

numbers of things 
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night because I wanted to see it.' 

'Here it is.· answered Lata. 'Do you like it?' 

Tara looked at the picture carefully. 'But the mother deer 

is not with her family!' she cried. 'Is this picture true?' 

'The prince saw this happen.' answered Lata. t\nd so 

now. for him. all women are bad.' 

'But not all women are bad.' said Tara. 'The prince is 

wrong!' 

'Is he?' asked Lata. 'Then perhaps you are wrong about 

men!' 

Tara went to her room at once, and nobody saw her 

again all day. 

The next morning she called Lata to her room. 

·1 would like to meet your prince.' she said. 'Perhaps I can

help him.· 

Lata smiled. 'You can. I'm sure.' she said. 'Come with me 

to visit him.· 

So what happened when Tara met Vikram? It was true 

love. of course. And soon after they met. they married and 

were very happy. 

23 
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GRAMMAR CHECK 

Comparative and superlative adjectives 

Comparative Superlative 

Short adjectives, such as add -er add the + -est 

clever, young, old, rich, poor cleverer the cleverest 

Adjectives that end in change y to i and change y to i and 

consonant + -y, such as add -er add the + -est 

happy happier the happiest 

Longer adjectives, such as add more add the most 

beautiful more beautiful the most beautiful 

We use than after comparative adjectives. 

Fatima is cleverer than Ali. Fatima is more beautiful than the judge's daughter. 

Some adjectives, like good and bad, are irregular. 

good - better than - the best 

bad - worse than - the worst 

8 Complete each sentence using the comparative or superlative form of the best 

adjective In brackets. 

a Fanta Ghiro is .t.�� .. �9Y.�9��t daughter of King Marco. (young/old) 

b Daughters are .................. sons, thinks King Marco. (good/bad) 

c Nasreddin's clothes are .................. Ahmet's clothes. (dirty/beautiful) 

d The Korean teacher is .................. character in the book. (old/clever) 

e The Korean students are .................. their teacher. (clever/dirty) 

f All men are .................. women, thinks Tara. (old/bad) 

g lrka's hair is .................. gold coins, thinks Prince Frederick. (beautiful/poor) 

h Prince Frederick is .................. lrka. (clever/rich) 

I The judge has got .................. daughter in town. (ugly/beautiful) 

j Ali invites .................. people in town to his wedding. (rich/poor) 

49 
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