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Jane Austen (1775-1817} spent most of her life in Hampshire, in 

the south df England. Her life was quiet, and she never married, 

although she lived happily with her family and friends. Her 

novels, including Emma, Sense and Sensibility, and Pride and 

Prejudice, are some of the greatest novels in English. They have 

been adapted for film and television many times. Mansfield Park, 

by Jane Austen, is also available as a Domino. 
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BEFORE READING 

Here are some of the people in the story Emma. 

1 Mr Knightley 2 Emma Woodhouse 3 Harriet Smith 

5 Frank Churchill 6 Robert Martin 7 Jane Fairfax 

1 What kind of people are they? What do you think? 

Match the sentences with the pictures. 

a D She's poor and not very clever, and wants to marry for love. 

b D She's poor, but clever, and doesn't show what she feels. 

4 Mr Elton 

8 Miss Bates 

c D She's rich and clever, and tries to help people - not always in the best way. 

d D He's rich and likes talking cleverly to women. 

e D He isn't very nice and wants to marry someone rich. 

f D She's not very clever and will never marry. 

g D He's rich and good, sees a lot, but says little. 

h D He's poor but good. 

2 What do you think happens between these people in the book? 

Who falls in love with whom? 



CHAPTER I 

:Emma is interestei 

in ']-{arriet 

E
mma Woodhouse had everything. She was beautiful. clever 

and rich, and she lived very comfortably with her father 

in a fine house called Hartfield in the village of High bury. 

Emma's life as a young child became unhappy when her 

mother died. so Mr Woodhouse found a woman called Miss 

Taylor to teach Emma and her sister Isabella. Later. when 

Emma's sister married Mr John Knightley and went to live 

in London, Miss Taylor soon became more of a friend than 

a governess to Emma. 

After Miss Taylor married and moved away. Emma missed 

her friend and her good conversation greatly. Emma and her 

father knew many people in Highbury. but she had no good 

friends of her own age. She spent many evenings alone with 

her father and they were long and often boring. 

One evening after supper, an old friend of the family walked 

into the room. Mr George Knightley was a man of thirty

seven or thirty-eight years who lived near Highbury and often 

visited Emma and her father. His brother John was married 

to Emma's sister. Isabella. 

'Shall [ tell you about Miss Taylor's wedding, Mr Knightley?' 

said Emma. trying to sound happy. 

'Poor Emma.· said her father. 'She misses Miss Taylor very 

much.' 

'Of course Emma misses her friend,' said Mr Knightley, 'but 

I'm sure she is happy that Miss Taylor has married.· 

'Yes. l am,' said Emma smiling. · And don't forget that they 

become (past 

became. become) 

to begin to be 

governess a 

woman who lives 

with and teaches 

children in their 

home 

miss to want 

something that 

you once had. 

but that you don't 

have now 

wedding the day 

when two people 

marry 
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'Please don't 

matchmake, 

Emma.' 

matchmake to 

help two people 

to meet. hoping 

that they will fall 

in love and marry 

married because of me. I decided it four years ago when you 

all said that Mr Weston didn't want to marry again.' 

'Oh, dear,' said Mr Woodhouse. 'Please don't matchmake any 

more, Emma. Things always happen as you say they will.' 

'But, Papa, I love matchmaking,' replied Emma, laughing. 

'Mr Weston married Miss Taylor because he loves her and 

she loves him, not because he met her through you,' said 

Mr Knightley, shaking his head. 

'But, Mr Knightley,' she said. 'I knew how they felt before 



;J;
b

:7:;C]b 
they knew it themselves. That is the secret of a good 

matchmaker!' 

Emma sometimes asked a group of her father's friends to 

spend the evening at Hartfield. On one of these evenings 

Emma felt very excited. A young woman of seventeen was 

coming to the party. She had no friends or family but she 

was very beautiful. Her name was Harriet Smith. 

Emma was interested in Harriet and they spent the evening 

talking. Harriet was not very clever. but she was friendly. 

kind. and had beautiful blue eyes. When Harriet and her 

father's friends left, Emma made a plan. She wanted to 

teach Harriet, to be her friend, and to introduce her to the 

important people in Highbury. 

Emma started to spend a lot of time with Harriet and she 

soon knew all about her. Harriet told her about her friends. 

the Martins. She often stayed with them on their farm, and 

she liked Mr Robert Martin very much. 

One day while the young women were out walking, they 

met Mr Martin. Emma saw at once that Harriet liked him a 

lot, and she was very unhappy about it. A farmer was not 

the right husband for beautiful Harriet! Emma decided to be 

Harriet's matchmaker. 
introduce to 

Emma soon thought of the right person for Harriet. It was bring people 
. together for 

Mr Elton - a handsome young clergyman with a comfortable the first time 

home who needed a wife. Emma started work at once. She by saying their
names and 

spoke to Harriet about Mr Elton and to Mr Elton about Harriet, something about 

and planned lots of ways for them to meet. 

Mr Elton started to visit Hartfield often, and Emma was sure 

that her plan was working well. 

'I see that you have taught Miss Smith a lot and have 

helped her to become a much better person,' Mr Elton told 

Emma one day. 

them 

farm a house 
with land in the 
country

handsome good
looking 

clergyman a 
man who works 
for the church 
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paint to put 

different colours 

on paper to make 

a picture 

frame the piece 

of wood around 

the outside of a 

door or a picture 

believe to think 

that something 

'Oh no.' said Emma smiling. 'Harriet has always been kind 

and beautiful. I have done very little.' 

'You are always right. Emma.' replied Mr Elton warmly. 

Emma was sure that he spoke with love in his eyes. and at 

once, she thought of a new plan. 

'Would you like me to paint your picture Harriet?' Emma 

asked one day, in front of Mr Elton. 

Harriet was unsure. but Mr Elton thought that it was a 

wonderful plan. Emma began at once. She was a good painter 

and soon finished a fine picture. 

'Do you think that it is a nice picture. Mr Elton?' asked 

Emma. smiling. 

'It is the best picture I have ever seen. It is quite beautiful. 

You are a very clever painter Emma,· said Mr Elton. 'I shall 

take it to London for a frame at once.' 

'He is very handsome and just right for Harriet.' Emma 

thought to herself, 'but I find him boring.· 

While Mr Elton was in London. Harriet arrived at Hartfield 

one morning with a big surprise. 

'Emma, you will never believe it.' she said excitedly. 'Mr 

Martin has asked me to marry him!' 

Emma was not happy when she saw that Harriet wanted 

to say yes to Mr Martin. 

'You cannot marry him, Harriet.' she said coldly. 'He is 

only a farmer. If you marry him, we could not be friends. I 

could not visit a farmer's wife!' 

Poor Harriet! She did what Emma told her and wrote to 

Mr Martin to say no, but she was very unhappy. 

Another person was also unhappy when he heard the news. 

Mr Knightley knew Mr Martin well and liked him a lot. He 

was very angry when Emma told him Harriet's answer. 

'Did you tell Harriet not to marry him, Emma?' he asked. 

'Yes. I did,' replied Emma. smiling sweetly. 

is true 'But Mr Martin is a kind. intelligent man. He has a fine ;J;b:;;� 



home and farm, and Harriet was lucky that he liked her. Harriet 

has no family and she couldn't find a better husband! You 

have been no friend to Harriet. Emma,' he said crossly. 

Emma did not like Mr Knightley to be angry with her, but 

she was sure that she was right. 

'You are wrong, Mr Knightley,' she said. 'Harriet can marry 

someone much better than Mr Martin.· 

Mr Knightley got up quickly and walked to the door. 

'Good morning to you,' he said coldly. and left. 

'It is the best 

picture I have 

ever seen.' 

5 



6 

READING CHECK 
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:7:Jc» 
Are these sentences true or false? Tick the boxes. True False 

a Emma lives alone with her mother. D � 
b Mr Knightley thinks Emma is good at finding husbands for her friends. D D 
c Emma decides to help Harriet Smith find a husband. D D 
d Emma chooses Mr Elton as a good man for Harriet to marry. D D 
e The farmer Robert Martin wants to marry Harriet. D D 
f Harriet doesn't like Mr Martin. D D 
g Mr Knightley thinks Mr Martin could be a good husband for Harriet. D D 
h Emma listens to Mr Knightley and decides that he is right. D D 

WORD WORK 

1 These words don't match the pictures. Correct them. 

a .t.Q iRtPeetJee �).��9��0.'0 b wedding ............................. c to paint ............................ . 

d clergyman ............................ . e farm ............................ . f frame ............................ . 



2 Complete the words to make sentences about the story. All of the words come from 

Chapter 1. 

a Emma likes to m<2 t c.b m �t e. 

b Mr Elton isn't ugly, he's a very h __ d __ m _ man. 

c Emma b _ I __ v __ that she is always right. 

d Miss Taylor came to Hartfield as Emma's g _ v __ n __ s but she left as 

Emma's friend. 

e Emma m ____ s her old friend now she has left Hartfield. 

f Mr Knightley b _ c ___ s angry with Emma when she stops Harriet saying yes to 

marrying Robert Martin . 

.. 

GUESS WHAT 

What happens in the next chapter? Tick three boxes. 

a D Emma says she doesn't need a husband. 

b D Mr Elton tells Harriet that he wants to marry her. 

c D Mr Knightley tells Harriet that he wants to marry her. 

d D Mr Elton tells Emma that he wants to marry her. 

e D Mr Knightley tells Emma that he wants to marry her. 

f n Emma is cold with Mr Knightley. 

;J;
b

�:;Jc» 
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Project A 

1 Read about this couple. Write the words In the correct places. 

eathy and <jf eathcliff 

They come from the book '.\1.��!� . .\t.�i9.�t.{ .. Qj.Jr.0il� .. �r�t.� .. Their story takes place

............................................................ . They meet when Heathcliff, a gypsy, ......................................... . 

.................................... . Cathy falls in love with him, ............................................................ . later in 

the story we learn that Heathcliff hates the Earnshaws and wants revenge for ..................... . 

............................................................ . In the end ............................................................ . 

a and Heathcliff seems to love her 

b Cathy dies 

c goes to live with the Earnshaw family as a child 

d in Yorkshire in England 

e the bad way they treated him 

f ·w1 ,the ring Heights' by fR1ily BFoAtc 

2 Now complete the story on page 57 about another romantic couple. 

Use the words and phrases below . 

•

• 
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Project B 

� NewYear's'Dinner 
1 Think of six people from the past or the present to invite to a new year's Day 

dinner. You can use the people in the pictures, or choose your own guests. 

* * 

James Dean Ricky Martin Prince William Ayrton Senna 

Steven Spielberg Ben Affleck Romeo Santos Cleopatra 

* * 



2 Plan where the guests will sit at the table. 

3 Plan a menu for the dinner. 

'Meriu

Drinks 
vv.. ice 

Starters 
praiwri SC\IC\d ,ri heC\rf-sh�ped b Owls

Main course

Dessert 
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GRAMMAR CHECK 

Past Simple and Present Simple 

We use the Past Simple to talk about actions that are finished. 

Mr Knightley smiled and looked at Emma. 

Emma married Mr Knightley in Highbury. 

We use the Present Simple to talk about facts that are always true, habits, and 

routines. We can also use the Present Simple to retell a story. 

Jane Austen is the author of Emma. 

The story tells us about a young woman who en1oys matchmaking. 

7 Complete the text about Jane Austen. Use the Past Simple or Present Simple 

form of the verbs In brackets. 

Jane Austen a) ... Y!.0.-$ ... {be) born in 1775 and b) ............... {die) in 1817. Jane 

c) ............... {have) a comfortable life and she d) ............. .. {not marry). She 

e) ... ..... ....... (live) with her family in the south of England. She f) .............. . 

{start) writing when she was very young but it g) ......... ...... {not be) easy for 

women to make money from writing at that time. Between 1811 and 1815, Jane ·Austen 

h) ............... {write) her four most important stories: Sense and Sensibility, Pride

and Prejudice, Mansfield Park, and Emma. 

Over two hundred years later, people around the world still i) ... ............ {read) 

Jane Austen's stories. A lot of films and TV shows have come from Austen's books. 

In 1995, the British film star Emma Thompson 

j) ............... {play) Elinor Dashwood in Sense

and Sensibility. To this day, she k) ......... .. ... . 

(believe) that people will always be interested in 

Austen's stories because they I) .............. . 

(be) about love and getting married. 

A more modern Jane Austen film is Pride and 

Prejudice, starring Keira Knightley. They m) 

......... ...... {make) this film in 2005 and 

everyone loved it. Sadly, Keira n) .............. . 

(not win) an Oscar for playing Elizabeth Bennett. 
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Emma Woodhouse is beautiful, clever, and rich. 
She lives alone·with her father, and spends a lot 
of her time thinking about future husbands - for 
her friends. When she meets Harriet Smith, a 
poor girl with no family, Emma decides that she 
must find a husband for her. Harriet is pleased to 
be Emma's friend - but will Emma's matchmaking 
make Harriet happy? 
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