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BEFORE READING :.... 

1 Match the sentences with the pictures of people from The Sign of Four. 

Sherlock Holmes Dr Watson 

Major Sholto Mordecai Smith 

a She's a thoughtful young woman. 

b He was born on an island near India. 

c He was an officer in the British army. 

d He studied medicine at university. 

2 This ls the fort at Agra, in India. Which 
sentences about it are true, do you 
think? Tick the boxes. 

a It was a prison for Shah Jehan, 

the man who built the Taj Mahal. D 

b The Indians fought against the 

British here in 1857. D 

c The Egyptian singer Hisham Abbas 

made a music video here in 2000. D 

Miss Morstan Thaddeus Sholto 

Jonathan Small Tonga 

e He's a clever and famous detective. 

f He's a strange young man. 

g He works on the River Thames. 

h He's had a hard life and been to prison. 



�tiss }:iary �1orsta11 

n the summer of 1888 I was living with my good friend 

Sherlock Holmes. the famous detective. in Baker Street. He 

was so highly intelligent that he never failed to surprise me. 

One morning in July he turned to me lazily and said: 'Watson. 

if I am not wrong. you have been to the post office in 

Wigmore Street to send a telegram.· 

He was. of course. quite right. but I had no idea how he 

could know this. I had told no one. 

·very good. Holmes.· I replied. 'Did you follow me when I

went out?' 

'No. Watson.· Holmes smiled. 

'Then perhaps you will explain.' I said. a little impatiently. 

'Elementary. Watson.' my friend replied. 'There's a little 

reddish mud on your shoe. Outside the post office in Wigmore 

Street. men arc working on the road. I saw them yesterday. The 

ground there is red, and it's impossible to enter the post 

office without stepping in it.' 

'.As you say. Holmes. elementary.· I said. '.And the telegram?' 

'Because we were here together all morning. I knew that you 

hadn't written a letter. There are stamps and postcards on 

your desk. so why did you go to the post office and 

not a post box? To send a telegram. of course!' 

telegram a very 
short letter that 
you send very 
quickly 

impatiently not 
happily, because 

you are unable to 
wait for someting 

elementary very 

easy 

mud very wet 
ground 



'What was the date of his disappearance?' asked Holmes. 

'The 3rd of December 1878.' she replied. 'Ten years ago.· 

:And his luggage?' Holmes continued. 

'It stayed at his hotel. I searched his suitcases but found 

only clothes and books and some souvenirs from the Andaman 

Islands in the Bay of Bengal. My father worked as an ollicer 

at the British prison there for some years before he retired.· 

Holmes thought for a moment. 

'Did your father have any friends in London?' he asked. 

'Only one: Major Sholto. who was an oflicer with my father 

in India. He had retired six months before my father and was 

living in Norwood. I wrote to him. but he wrote back to say 

that he didn't even know my father was in England.' 

·very strange.· said Holmes.

souvenir a thing 
that you buy to 
remind you of a 
place 

retire to stop 
working when you 

are old 

major an officer in 
the army 
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READING CHECK 

Are these sentences true or false? Tick the boxes. 

a Miss Morstan returns to Baker Street before Holmes. 

b Holmes reads about Captain Morstan's death in an old newspaper. 

c Holmes knows for sure that Captain Morstan visited Major Sholto in 

London before he died. 

d When Holmes and Watson leave their rooms in Baker Street, Holmes 

takes his gun with him. 

e Miss Morstan explains that her father and Sholto worked together in 

the Andaman Islands. 

f Holmes understands why the plan of the big house is so important. 

g They meet a dark man at the Lyceum theatre who takes them to a cab. 

h The cab takes them to a very poor part of south London. 

WORD WORK 

1 Find words from Chapter 2 in the fog. 

True False 

D � 

D D 

D D 

D D 

D D 

D D 

D D 

D D 



WORD WORK 

Find words In the boats to complete the sentences. 

a Holmes and Watson follow the dog 

through the .. �.l:iP.t.AY:-P.-$. 

b Can you bring in some more 

c .................. to put on the fire? 

c Mordecai Smith has a steam 

I. ................. for hire. 

d Mustafa Kemal Ataturk was the 

I .................. of Turkey for many years. 

e Watson is e .................. when he gets 

back to Baker Street. 

f Lestrade thinks Thaddeus Sholto has 

c .................. a serious crime. 

GUESS WHAT 

What happens In the next chapter? Match the people with the sentences. 

Sherlock 
Holmes 

Dr Watson Mrs Hudson Wiggins 

a .................. arrives at Baker Street with ten or more other boys. 

b .................. asks the Baker Street boys to find the Aurora.

c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . is not found. 

d .................. takes Toby back to his owner. 

e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . is worried about Sherlock Holmes. 

Mordecai Smith 
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@apter seven 

The Bal�er Street Boys 
'Who's making that terrible noise?' I asked in surprise. 

Holmes put out his cigarette. 

'The Baker Street boys. if I'm not wrong.· he answered calmly. 

Mrs Hudson came in with a cross look on her face. 

'The Baker Street boys for you. Mr Holmes.· she said. 

Ten boys. most in dirty clothes and all without shoes. came 

into the room. They stood in a line. and looked at my friend and 

myself. Their leader. who was taller and older than the others. 

stepped forward. 

'I got your message. sir.' he said to Holmes. ·and we came 

as quickly as we could.' 



and paid his owner. Then I 

went on to Camberwell. Miss 

Morstan was quite tired after 

her adventures the night 

before . but she was very 

interested in my story. 

·If we find the treasure.· I

said. ·you'll be very rich. Mary.' 

I was pleased to see she didn · t 

seem thrilled by the idea. 

Tm thinking more about Mr 

Thaddeus.· she replied. 'He's a 

good man. We must do 

everything that we can to help 

him.' 

Her words only made me love her 

more. I stayed in Camberwell talking 

for several hours and it was dark when 

I returned to Baker Street. My friend's book 

was on the table with his cigarette box. but 

Holmes himself had gone. 

'Has Mr Holmes gone out?' I asked Mrs Hudson. 

'No. sir. He's gone to his bedroom.' 

Suddenly she spoke very quietly. 

Tm worried about him. sir. After you left. he walked and 

walked around this room for hours. Then I heard him 

muttering to himself in a strange way. Every time someone 

knocked on the front door he came to the top of the stairs 

and called down to me. "What's that. Mrs Hudson?'' And now 

he's gone up to his room. but I can still hear him up there 

walking around. I hope that he isn't sick. sir.' 

'I don't think that you need to worry too much. Mrs Hudson.· 

I replied. 'I've seen this before . He's thinking. that's all.' 

'I hope that you're right. sir.· she said. 

thrilled very 

excited 

mutter to talk 

unclearly in a low. 

quiet voice 
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'There's a man in the north of the 

country who's very rich. although he 

doesn't have much land. When the 

trouble in the country started, he 

wanted to make sure that he wouldn't 

lose all his treasure. so he packed 

half of it in a chest and 

sent it here with one of his 

servants. This man is disguised 

as a merchant and he uses the 

name Achmet. 

'He's now in the city of Agra. 

waiting to enter the fort. He has 

a companion: Dost Akbar, my 

cousin. who knows his secret. 

Dost Akbar will lead him to 

this gate tonight and when he 

arrives Mahomet Singh and I 

will kill him. The treasure 

will be ours. Now. will you 

help us?' 

Here in London a man· s 

life seems important. but in 

India at that time we saw 

death everywhere. I didn't 

know Achmet. but I could see 

immediately how the treasure 

would change my life. I agreed 

to help. 

It was still raining and there were heavy brown clouds 

in the sky. Less than an hour after my conversation with 

Khan. Achmet arrived at the gate with Dost Akbar. Dost 

Akbar was an enormous Sikh with a long black beard. 

and Achmet was a small, fat frightened man. 

'Please help us.' he said. 'We've travelled a long way 

and need a safe place to spend the night.· 

disguised wearing 

something so that 

people cannot 
recognize you 

merchant a 
person who buys 
and sells things 

cousin the son 
(or daughter) of 
your father's (or 

mother's) brother 
(or sister) 
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2 Use the words from Activity 1 to complete the sentences. 

a Jonathan Small hides in the old Jo.ct. at Agra. 

b Watson often does not recognize Holmes when he is .................. . 

c The president has sent the army to fight against ............ in the north of the country. 

d The treasure chest was full of gold and .................. . 

e Did you kill him? Are you .................. of murder? 

f I read the business pages of the newspaper for the .................. news in them. 

g You can't .................. me! I know that what you're saying isn't true! 

h My aunt and uncle have lots of children, so I have lots of .................. . 

I was so hot that I wanted to .................. my head into some cold water. 

j Through the metal .................. in the wall you could see the old sweet factory. 

k Some people are ready to die to .................. their country. 

I Antonio, who makes his money buying and selling things, is a ............... in Venice. 

WHAT NEXT? 

1 Have you seen any films of Sherlock Holmes stories? What were they like? 

2 Which of these Sherlock Holmes stories would you like to read next? Why? 

a A Study in Scarlet: The first Sherlock Holmes story, in which we meet 

the great detective and his companion. Dr Watson. For the first time 

Watson sees Holmes at work . . .  

b The Hound of the Baskervllles: Holmes and Watson investigate 

strange deaths in the English countryside. People say they have seen or 

heard an enormous dog . .. 

c The Valley of Fear: Sherlock Holmes receives a message from the 

famous criminal, Professor Moriarity, which warns him that a man will 

be murdered soon. But before the detective has time to do anything, he 

hears that the man in question has already been murdered . . .  
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GRAMMAR CHECK 

Linkers: although, but, because, and so 

Linkers are words that join two sentences together to make one. We use although 

and but to link two parts of a sentence with different ideas. We usually put 

although at the beginning of a sentence and but in the middle of a sentence. 

Although Miss Morstan was calm, it was clear that she didn't want to waste time. 

Miss Morstan was calm, but it was clear that she didn't want to waste time. 

We use because to show the reason for something. 

She put an advertisement in the newspapers because there was no news of her father. 

We use so to show the result of something. 

There was no news of her father, so she put an advertisement in the newspapers. 

7 Complete the sentences. Use the words in the box. 

so 

but 

although 

because 

but so although 

because 

a Small wanted to leave prison, ... �.Q ... he told Major Sholto about the treasure. 

b .................. Major Sholto didn't kill Morstan, he knew that it was 

wrong to keep the treasure for himself. 

c Small wanted to punish Major Sholto, .................. it wasn't part of 

his plan to kill him. 

d The doors and windows were locked, .................. Small came into 

Bartholomew's room through a door in the roof. 

e Tonga trod in some tar, .................. Holmes could follow him with Toby. 

f .................. Mrs Smith didn't see Small, she heard his wooden leg as he walked 

away. 

g At first, Holmes decided not to look for the Aurora .................. there were too 

many places to hide the boat along the river. 

h The Baker Street boys couldn't find the Aurora on the river ... ............... Small 

had left the boat with a boat builder. 

Small jumped off the Aurora, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  his wooden leg was soon deep in the 

mud of the river bank. 
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