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BEFORE READING 

1 Read about some of the characters from Mansfield Park. Complete the 

sentences about them below. 

Sir Thomas and Lady Bertram live in a large country house called Mansfield Park. 

They have two sons, Edmund and Tom, and two daughters, Maria and Julia. 

Lady Bertram has two sisters. Her older sister married a clergyman, and is called 

Mrs Norris. 

Lady Bertram's other sister married an officer in the navy, and is called Mrs Price. 

The Prices have a large family. One of their daughters, Fanny, comes to live at 

Mansfield Park. She misses her brother William very much. 

a Sir Thomas Bertram is 

Fanny's ............... . 

c Fanny is Mrs Norris's 
d Lady Bertram is 

Fanny's ............... . 

b Tom is Fanny's ............... , 

and Edmund's ............... . 

e Maria is Fanny's ............... , 

and Julia's ............... . 

2 Mansfield Park is about these characters and their friends. What do you think 

happens to them in the story? Match each question with a character. 

a Who falls ill and nearly dies? 

b Who marries a rich man, and is miserable? 

c Who falls in love with the wrong girl? 

d Who runs away with an unsuitable man? 

e Who marries a poor man, and is happy? 



About thirty years before our story begins, Miss Maria Ward - a 

young lady with only about£ 7,000 of her own - was lucky enough 

to catch the eye of a rich baronet. He was Sir Thomas Bertram of 

Mansfield Park. a large country house in Northamptonshire. about 

eighty miles north of London. He fell in love with her and married 

her, and she became Lady Bertram, with a fine house and plenty 

of money. 

However. her two sisters, although pretty, did not manage to find 

husbands as good as hers. Sadly, there are more lovely women in 

the world than rich men to marry them. Her older sister married a 

poor clergyman, Mr Norris. Sir Thomas kindly offered Mr Norris 

the living of Mansfield, so Mr and Mrs Norris began their married 

life at the Parsonage, near the great house. The younger sister. 

Frances, chose an even worse husband, a young officer in the navy. 

and because she knew her sisters would not accept him in the 

family, she did not tell them until after her wedding. Lady Bertram, 

who preferred a quiet life. was too lazy to do anything much about 

it. But Mrs Norris could not rest until she had written a long letter to 

Frances. now Mrs Price, to 

tell her how stupid she had 

been. Mrs Price wrote back 

angrily. saying bitter things 

about Mrs Norris, Lady 

Bertram. and Sir Thomas -

and his unnecessarily high 

opinion of himself. Mrs 

Norris felt unable to keep 

this reply to herself. 

catch someone's 

eye (past 

caught) to 

be noticed by 

someone 

baronet an 

important man 

from a rich family 

clergyman a 

man who works 

for the church 

living the work 

of a clergyman in 

a town or village, 

and the pay and 

the house that go 

with it 

parsonage a 

country 

clergyman's 

house 

navy a number of 

sailors who fight 

for their country 

opinion what 

you think about 

someone or 

something 
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'Mr Bertram.· she said. turning brightly towards Edmund. ·1 have 

news of my harp. It has arrived safely at Northampton. And tomorrow 

Henry. who is always so generous and kind. is going to fetch it for me.· 

'The harp is my favourite instrument. Miss Crawford,' Edmund 

replied. 'I hope you will soon let me hear you play.' 

'I've never heard the harp at all.· said Fanny. 'I would love to hear 

it too.' 

'I shall be most happy to play for you both.· replied Mary with a 

charming smile. And so the evening ended. 

The next morning Edmund asked Fanny eagerly. 'What do you 

think of Miss Crawford?' 

·1 like her very much. She talks amusingly, and she's so pretty!'

'Yes. what a lovely 

face! What intelligent 

conversation!' 

It was clear that Edmund 

admired Mary Crawford 

greatly. and in the next few 

days his admiration for her 

grew still greater. The harp 

arrived. and he went every 

day to the Parsonage to hear 

his favourite instrument 

played beautifully. A pretty. 

clever young woman like 

Mary Crawford - playing 

a harp as fine-looking as 

herself. near a door opening 

on to a garden in summer -

was enough to catch any 

man's heart. 

harp you make 

music on this 

instrument by 

pulling the strings 

with your fingers 

instrument you 

play music on this 

eagerly in a very 

interested way 

admire to think 

that somebody 

(or something) is 

very good 

admiration a 

feeling of liking 

someone (or 

something) very 

much 
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bear to be able 

to accept and live 

with something 

unpleasant 

sacrifice yourself 

to agree to do 

something that 

you don't want 

to do 

Joke to say 

something funny 

influence to 

change someone 

by words or 

behaviour; when 

you change 

someone by 

words or 

behaviour 

Several days after the visit to Sotherton, a letter from Sir Thomas 

in Antigua reached Mansfield Park. The Miss Bertrams were sorry 

to learn from it that their father would be home soon. November 

was the black month fixed for his return. Julia would no 

longer be free to go to parties when she wished . And 

Maria, poor Maria! When her father returned. 

she would have to marry the man she had 

chosen as her husband. Mr Rushworth. She 

could not bear to think of it. 

'November is three months away,' she said 

to herself hopefully. '.Anything could happen 

between now and then.' 

Miss Crawford heard the news that evening at 

Mansfield Park. 

'How happy Mr Rushworth looks today!' she said to 

Edmund. 'He's looking forward to November. But I can't help 

thinking, Mr Bertram, that your sister is sacrificing herself, to 

marry him.' 

'Not at all,' replied Edmund with a serious smile. 'She decided to 

accept him herself.' 

'Oh yes, I know, I was just joking. She's doing what any young 

woman would do, and I'm sure she'll be very happy. But what about 

you. Mr Bertram? Are you sacrificing yourself?' 

'You mean, by being ordained? I can promise you, no one has 

persuaded me to do it. It's my own wish.' 

'It's lucky, isn't it, that your father has a good living ready for you. 

which you'll be able to take?' 

'I suppose you think that has influenced my choice.' 



30 

stage a high 

platform which 

is made of wood 

where people 

stand when they 

act a play 

scene a part of a 

play that happens 

at one time in one 

place 

That evening Edmund came to find Fanny. 'This acting gets worse 

and worse,' he said. 'What an unsuitable play they've chosen! 

It's all about love and lovers! And now they're going to bring in a 

stranger to act with my sisters and Miss Crawford!' 

'But what can we do?' Fanny asked. 

'There is only one thing to do. I must take the part of Anhalt, and 

then Miss Crawford won't have to act with a stranger. What do you 

think. Fanny?' 

Fanny did not know what to say. 'I'm sure she will be very 

pleased-' she began. 

'There! I knew you'd agree with me! Thank you. dear Fanny. I'll 

go and tell the others at once.· And before Fanny could tell him her 

real opinion. he hurried eagerly out of the room. 

'How strong Miss Crawford's influence on him is!' thought Fanny 

miserably. 'He will do anything 

for her!' 

For the next few days the 

house was full of noise and 

people. Workmen came to 

build a stage in Sir Thomas's 

library. and servants ran here 

and there to obey Tom's orders. 

The actors rehearsed morning 

and evening. and Fanny helped 

Mrs Norris with the sewing of 

the costumes. 

The worst moment for Fanny 

came when Edmund and Miss 

Crawford asked her to help 

them rehearse their love scene. 

At first she felt flattered to be of 



help. but soon she saw the way they looked at each other as they 

spoke their words. 'It's only a play!' she told herself. 'But oh! I don't 

think they're acting!' And that night she cried herself to sleep in 

her small bedroom. 

The next evening there was going to be a full rehearsal in 

costume, in front of Lady Bertram, Mrs Norris. the Grants and 

Fanny. They were all waiting for the play to begin. when suddenly 

Julia ran into the room. 

'Our father is here!' she cried. 'He's in the hall at this moment!' 
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determined 'Thank you, sir,' replied Maria after only a moment's thought, 
having decided to 

do something 'but I have the greatest respect for Mr Rushworth, and every 

intention of marrying him.' Now that she had no hope of marrying 

Henry Crawford, she was determined to escape from Mansfield 

Park and her father's influence. Marrying Mr Rushworth seemed 

to her now the best way of doing that. 

Her father accepted her answer as an honest one, and hoped that 

Mr Rushworth would improve as he got older. 

Two months later. Maria Bertram married Mr Rushworth at 

Sotherton church. The young couple moved to Brighton, a town 

on the south coast, for several weeks. Julia was invited to join them, 

because Maria needed a more interesting companion than her 

husband. The two sisters - enemies when charming Mr Crawford 

had been around - were close friends once more. 

Fanny was now the only young woman at Mansfield Park. The 

family began to notice her and listen to her opinions far more than 



Sir Thomas was highly satisfied with the wife his son had chosen. 

'Taking Fanny into my home to bring her up all those years ago 

was the best thing I ever did!' he told himself proudly. 'She's a better 

daughter to me than my own girls!' 

Even Lady Bertram was persuaded to manage without Fanny, 

bee a use she now had young Susan to fetch and carry for her. 

When Dr Grant died, Edmund was able to take the living at 

Mansfield. He and Fanny moved into the Parsonage. close to Mansfield 

Park. With true love, and a good income, and many friends, the 

young couple were as happy as any young couple could be. 
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READING CHECK 

Match the sentences with the people In the pictures. 

Mr Price d · h. th t M · h ·th a ............... rea s m 1s newspaper a aria as run away w1 ............... .

b ............... hears from Edmund that Julia has eloped with ............... . 

c Edmund takes ............... and ............... back to Mansfield Park in a 

carriage. 

d ............... is sorry that she was the one who first introduced Maria to 

e Edmund tells ............... about his last meeting with ............... . 

f ............... is ashamed of the way he brought up his daughters. 

g Julia and ............... get married. 

h ............... divorces Maria, but ............... refuses to marry her. 

I Maria and ............... go to live in a small house in the country together. 

J Edmund stops loving ............... , and realizes that he loves ............... . 
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3 These photos are about the Turkish 

coming-of-age ceremony, called 

Siinnet. Research and write about 

it. Or research and write about a 

different coming-of-age ceremony of 

your choice. 

-------�"'1{ Traditional costumes



GRAMMAR CHECK 

Modal auxiliary verbs: Must/may/can't 

We use must + be when we suppose that something is true. 

This letter must be from Edmund - I recognize his handwriting! 

We use can't+ be when we suppose that something is not true. 

That can't be Dr Grant's carriage at the door - I can see Henry getting out of it. 

We use may + be when we think there is a possibility that something is true, but we 

are not sure. 

That may be a picture of Mr Rushworth, but I don't think it is. 

8 Complete the sentences about the story with must, may or can't. 

a That ... -���1 ... be Henry Crawford standing over there - he's

talking to a pretty girl as usual! 

b Sir Thomas ............... be on his way back by now. He's left 

Antigua and expects to arrive home this week. 

c That ............... be Maria in the dining room. She's upstairs in 

her bedroom at the moment. 

d I can see a horse disappearing down the road. It .............. . 

be Edmund's, but actually I think it looks more like Tom's. 

e That ............... be Aunt Norris talking to a servant. I recognize h�r voice. 

f Lady Bertram? In the kitchen? It ............... be! She never goes there! 

g The girl sitting at the table ............... be Fanny. She always does her sewing there. 

h It's impossible! That ............... be Maria in the park, alone with 

Henry! He isn't her fiance, Mr Rushworth is! 

I Julia ............... be happy with Yates - it's hard to tell. She doesn't 

often write. 

J Mary Crawford ............... be in London. I 

saw her in the village half an hour ago! 

k Mr Rushworth's mother ............... still be 

alive, but we haven't heard 

from her or her son for a 

while. 
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'Why shouldn't we offer to take care of her? She 
could live with us at Mansfield.' 

In this way Mrs Norris persuades her sister, Lady 
Bertram, and Lady Bertram's husband, Sir Thomas, 
to ask their poor niece Fanny Price to live with 
them at Mansfield Park. 

At first Fanny is unhappy there. Then, after she 
makes friends with her young cousins, things 
improve. But what happens when the cousins 
are older, and starting to think of love? 
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