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BEFORE READING 

1 Dian Fossey is famous for her work with gorillas. Tick the other animals you 

think she sees in Africa. 

2 

a D elephant b D chimpanzee 

d D duiker e D giraffe 

g D monkey h D orang-utan 

What do you know about mountain gorillas? 

Are these sentences true or false? Tick the boxes. 

a Mountain gorillas like to fight a lot. 

b Young mountain gorillas are usually black. 

c Old mountain gorillas become grey in colour. 

d Mountain gorillas usually live alone. 

e Mountain gorillas are difficult to find in the forest. 

f Mountain gorillas never eat plants. 

g Mountain gorillas are fully grown when they are about fifteen. 

c D rhinoceros 

f D tiger 

D zebra

True False 

D D 

D D 

D D 

D D 

D D 

D D 

D D 



• CHAPTER f •

Meetine the eorillas 

D
ian Fossey had been in East Africa for a few weeks and had 

met many new animals with strange names. like duikers. 

She had also seen animals like giraffes and elephants that she had 

read about when she was a child. She had travelled many miles 

and seen many wonderful things. but she was not ready to go 

home - not yet. She wanted to meet the famous anthropologists, 

Mary and Louis Leakey. 

Dian had no idea what she would say to Dr Leakey when 

and if she saw him. He and his wife Mary had discovered some 

of the oldest bones of the first 

men and women. What did she 

have to off er them? She had done 

nothing in her thirty-one years as 

interesting as that. But Dian knew 

that perhaps Dr Leakey could help 

her live her dream. a dream she 

had never told to anyone. not even 

her closest friends. 

The Leakeys were working in 

Tanzania. Dr Leakey was busy 

at work when Dian arrived. She 

introduced herself. but he clearly 

did not have a lot of time for this 

tall American woman. She looked 

like another tourist to him. 

'Dr Leakey,' asked Dian quickly, 

before he could turn back to his 

work. 'can you help me see some 

of the mountain gorillas? I'm so 

interested in them!' 

Dr Louis Leakey 

duiker a small 

animal with long 

legs that eats 

plants and can 

run fast 

anthropologist 

someone who 

studies the history 
of different groups 

of people 

bone a hard white 

thing inside the 

body of an animal 

or person 



•• 

Dian didn't know who was more surprised - her or the gorillas. 

But the gorillas didn't run away. One even moved closer to watch 

Alan get his camera ready. A few climbed the trees to get a better 

look at these new visitors. One broke branches off a tree while 

another wildly beat his chest again and ran into the forest. 

Dian couldn't move. The Roots took their photographs moving 

around under the trees, but she just stared at the most beautiful 

animals in the world. '.Are we so very different?' she thought. 

Deep inside her she knew that one day she would return to 

these mountains - to be with these animals again. 

, 
#I \ 

1 

5 



6 

READING CHECK 

Tick the boxes to complete the sentences. 

a Dian meets Dr Leakey because she . . . d The photographers Dian meets . . .

1 [
0

' wants to ask him about 1 D invite Dian to go with them at 

mountain gorillas. 

2 D is interested in giraffe bones. 

3 D wants to take a photo of him. 

b Near the Leakeys' camp Dian . . .

1 D breaks her ankle. 

2 D hurts both ankles badly. 

3 D falls down a deep hole. 

c In the Virungas Dian meets . ... 

1 D George Schaller. 

2 D Sanwekwe, a man who is good 

at finding wild gorillas. 

3 D two famous park guards. 

WORD WORK 

once. 

2 D wait for Dian to go away. 

· 3 D are unhappy to see Dian and

ask her to go away. 

e Sanwekwe tells Dian to look for . . .

1 D old gorilla �ests up in the trees. 

2 D new gorilla dung. 

3 D new plants that the gorillas have 

put in the ground. 

f When Dian sees the mountain gorillas 

for the first time, -she is . . .
. 

. 

1 D with the Roots and Sanwekwe. 

2 D all alone. 

3 D frightened and runs away. 

1 Match the words with the correct pictures. 

a bone .:.t .... .1.$..

d trap ................ .. 

b gorilla ................. . 

e chimpanzee ................ .. 

c tents ................. . 

f guards ................. . 



2 Find words in the forest to complete the sentences. 

a Sanwekwe tells Dian to look for smelly new gorilla 
..... 9..lA.D.§ ..... on the ground. 

b Dian visits the Leakeys in a ........................ in Tanzania. 

c Dian has problems ........................ when she climbs mountains. 

d Sanwekwe helped Schaller to ........................ animals. 

e The gorillas rest in .............................. during the day. 

f The_Leakeys are ........................ working in Africa. 

g Early in the morning the air is full of ........................ . 

h Most young gorillas have black ........................ . 

i Dian can hear the loud ........................ that gorillas make. 

j Gorillas are ........................ animals - no one should kill them. 

GUESS WHAT 

What do you think happens In the next chapter? Tick three boxes. 
a D Dian goes to work in a zoo in the United States. 
b D Dr Leakey meets Dian again in America. 
c D The Roots write to Dian asking her to come to Africa. 
d D Dian writes a lot about the gorillas. 
e D Dian goes back to the Virungas to stay. 
f D Dian meets Sanwekwe again. 

7 
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READING CHECK 

Put these sentences In the correct order. Number them 1-9. 

a D Dian studies Swahili.

b D Dian goes to stay with her parents in California.

c D Dian gets a letter frQm Dr Leakey inviting her to Africa .
. ,. 

d D Dr Leakey asks Dian to meet him at his hotel.

e D Dian reads in the newspaper about Dr Leakey coming to Louisville.

f D Dian shows Dr Leakey a notebook full of gorilla stories and photos.

g D One of Dian's stories is published in the newspaper.

h D Alexie and Dian talk about getting married.

i D Dian starts working at a children's hospital in Louisville.

WORD WORK 

1 Find words from Chapter 2 In the puzzle. 

ver 

. , 

�...:4·-�·�·J:· 
,1.o, ,I , . r ,,,�!�,,, /. 
: '.··, ·"' 1.J � • 

.· ... t= fi:. 

. .,«? • 
\. � � .

zo 



2 Use the words In Activity 1 to complete these sentences. 

a A Louisville newspaper __________ some of Dian Fossey's stories. 

b Sometimes ________ kill gorillas to sell their hands and feet. 

c Sometimes baby gorillas are sent to ____ . 

d ______ _______ are a problem because their cows destroy the plants that 

the gorillas eat. 

e Dr Leakey asks Dian to go back to Africa to do some ________ on gorillas. 

f Dian goes to bed with a _____ . 

GUESS WHAT 

What do you think happens In the next chapter? Match the people with 

the sentences. 

Alan Root 

Alexie 

Dr Leakey 

Jane Goodall 

Joan Root 

Peter 

Sanwekwe 

a ... invites some people to help Dian in Africa. 

b ... goes shopping with Dian in Nairobi. 

c . . .  travels with Dian to the Virunga National Park. 

d ... is good at telling Dian where the gorillas are. 

e Dian gives a handsome gorilla the name ' .. .'. 

f Dian understands how to get near the gorillas by thinking 

of what she did with .... 

g . . .  shows Dian how to take notes on animals. 

13 
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pit a hole that you 

dig in the ground 
to catch animals 

binoculars 

special glasses 
that you look 

through to see 

things that are 
far away 

Digit 

'There are people who live here, Dian, the Batwa. They've been
hunting here for hundreds of years. That's how they get food for
their families. That's all,' said Alyette.

'That's not all, Alyette. Hunting isn't allowed in this park. What
chance do the animals have with these traps? The poachers have
so many ways to kill them. They dig pits and cover them with
leaves, they take long pieces of bamboo, like knives, and . .. '

'This is Africa. Without hunting, the people will die.'
'If no one protects the animals. they'll be gone for ever. This is

the last place in the world for the mountain gorillas. The Batwa
can go somewhere else.'

'It's not so simple, Dian. All of Africa is poor.'
'I'll tell you this, Alyette. Gorillas are caught in traps that the

Batwa leave for duikers. Every time anyone from Karisoke finds a
trap. we must destroy it.'

. The two women started walking back to
\ camp, the silence heavy between them.

. Without Alyette's help there would be no
Karisoke. But she had to destroy the traps
to save the gorillas.

Getting everyone to destroy traps,
tracking a new group of gorillas that

· Dian called Group 4. (she had studied
; three groups in Kabara) and keeping

her tent dry, kept Dian very busy.
Her favourite gorilla was a young

male, four or five years old. who
was still very playful. Gorillas
become adult when they are
about fifteen. Once when she was
looking at him through her
binoculars. she saw that one of
his fingers was damaged. She



grave a hole 
in the ground 

where you put 

a dead body 

Digit's grave 

Then she saw his shirt. It was old and yellow - and covered with 

dried blood. Too much blood from one duiker. It was Digit's blood. 

They brought the man into camp. Dian and the men tied him up 

with a rope and kept him tied up all night. By the next day she had 

the information she wanted. This man and five others had killed 

Digit. Their leader was Munyarukiko. 

Dian wanted to kill the man immediately. She wanted to go back 

to Munyarukiko's village and kill him. But she didn't. Instead. she 

sent a letter to the Chief of Police, not to the park officials. In the 

letter she told him she had the poacher who killed Digit. She told 

him to come soon before she did something terrible to the man. 

The Chief of Police came up to Karisoke and took the poacher 

away. In her diary, Dian wrote: 

to (ef" fhe. J,v,.Ptn !JO We:45 c,ne of fhe fv\05f- dt"fftcu/f- r 
#t1'n95 I ht:tve ever done. t-,,,_ """'1 l,fe. ( 

�::4-.. ....  �--..,� - �w-..-----·=-· �-........... ...A-_.:,;UVt �� -� ��-__.... --�
.m,..

"'-:� 

After the Chief of Police left. Dian asked her men to dig a grave for 

Digit. He was buried at Karisoke near her cabin. 
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Project A Two-sided d. 1ar1es 
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Project B An African country 

' 
' 

--""""'-.� 

, Uganda 
• eKenya

' -

Democratic Republic 'Rwanda 
of Congo• • c: . Tanzarua

1 look at the map of the African countries in this book. Complete the sentences 

with the country names. 

a The Leakeys were looking for giraffe bones in ........................ . 

b Dian first met mountain gorillas in ........................ . 

c When Dian went to live in Africa, Dr Leakey met her at the airport in the capital of 

d When there was fighting in the Congo, Dian escaped first to ........................ and then 

went to see Dr Leakey in Nairobi. 

e Dian started her second gorilla research camp in ........................ . ;J;b:n:;J(Jh 



GRAMMAR CHECK 

Relative clauses with who, which, that, where, and when 

We use who or that to introduce relative clauses about people. 

Michael was the first student who/that came to Karisoke. 

We use which or that to introduce relative clauses about things. 

Digit was the first Group 4 gorilla which/that Dian named. 

We use where to introduce relative clauses about places. 

Kabara Meadow was the place where Dian saw her first wild gorillas. 

We use when to introduce relative clauses about times. 

Dr Leakey remembered the morning when he first met Dian. 

We do not use commas with this kind of relative clause because the sentence is not 

complete without it. 

8 Complete these sentences with who, which, that, where or when. 

a They went to the group of trees .Y!.'�-�- .... Peanuts first showed 

his trust in Dian. 

b Tourists can bring in diseases ............... will kill the gorillas. 

c Gorillas in the Mist was the name of the book ............... Dian 

wrote. 

d Alan was the schoolteacher ............... had sat next to Dian in 

Cambridge. 

e Bob's photo' showed the moment ............... Peanuts put his hand in Dian's hand. 

f Dian used the masks ............... Alexie sent her to scare the poachers. 

g Munyarukiko was the poacher ............... tried to kill the Group 5 gorillas. 

h Los Angeles was the place ............... Dian gave her first talk about the gorillas. 

i Bob remembered the sad day ............... Coco and Pucker had to leave Karisoke. 

j Sanwekwe showed Dian the fresh dung ............... the gorillas had left. 

k The poachers made pits ............... they covered with leaves. 

I Alyette was the woman ............... helped Dian in Rwanda. 

m Cornell was the university ............... Dian was voted 'Teacher of the Year'. 

n June 1983 was the month ............... Dian flew back to Africa to stop the 

poachers and get rid of the tourists. 

83 
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