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BEFORE READING 

Here are the people in the story A Pretty Face. 

Zoe Baker Aunt Peggy 

Todd Marin Mike Morrison 

Annie O'Neil Kate Lawson 

1 Match these sentences with the pictures and write the names. Use a dictionary to 

help you. 

a .................. She's a student. She's Zoe's friend. 

b .................. She works in a bookstore. She likes acting. 

c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . She's the editor of an important magazine. 

d .................. He's a student. He likes writing. 

e .................. He's a rich writer. He doesn't like talking to people. 

f ............... ... She's the editor of a small newspaper. She's Mike's aunt. 

2 Some of the people in this story become friends. Who makes friends with who? 



1 Zoe is angry 

Zoe is seventeen years old. She works in a bookstore.

in the little town of Newport. Zoe likes books and she 
likes her work. But after work she likes to act in plays with 
the Newport Players.

The Newport Players do six plays every year, and Zoe is 
in most of them. Some plays are exciting, and some plays 
are famous. This week , the play is Romeo and Juliet by 
William Shakespeare. 

'A lot of people are coming to see it.· Zoe thinks. 'I must 
act well.' 

bookstore a

shop for books 

act to speak and 

move; to tell a 

story in front of 

other people 

play a story that 

people act 

players an old 

name for people 

who act in plays 

famous that 

everybody knows 
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college you study 

here after you 

leave school 

theatre a 

building where 

people go to see 

plays 

newspaper 

people read about 

things that happen 

every day in this 

editor the person 

who says which 

stories go in a 

newspaper 

review some 

writing 1n a 

newspaper telling 

people about a 

new play or book 

Mike is eighteen years old. He is a student at Newport 

College and he likes writing. One day he wants to write 

plays for the theatre and for television. 

'One day I want to be famous.' he thinks. 

Newport has a newspaper. The Newport Weekly News 

is its name. and Mike's Aunt Peggy is the editor. One 

morning, she phones Mike. 

'Do you want to write a review of Romeo and Juliet for 

the newspaper, Mike?' she asks him. 'The Newport Players 

are doing the play tonight at the Little Theatre.' 

'Yes. please, Aunt Peggy!' Mike says. 'Thanks for asking 

n1e.' 

That evening. he goes to Newport's Little Theatre to see 

the play. 



Mike goes into the theatre and sits at the front. He gets 

out his notebook and pen, ready to write notes for his 

review. There are a lot of people in the audience. 

Five minutes later, the play begins. 

Zoe acts the part of Juliet's mother. She knows all her 

words and speaks them well. 

Mike is watching her. 

'She's very pretty and she's doing her best,' he thinks. 

'But it's not easy to act the part of an older woman. She's 

only sixteen or seventeen years old. and we all know it.' 

He begins to write in his notebook. 

notebook a small 

book for writing in 

audience the 

people who go to 

see a play 

part one of the 

people in a play 

pretty beautiful 



The next morning. Mike goes to Todd Marin's house. It 

is a big house, and there are lots of bushes and tall trees 

in front of it. 

'I don't like Yes! magazine very much, but this is an 

important interview,' Mike thinks. 'And perhaps I can talk 

to Todd Marin about my play.· (Mike is writing a play for 

television.) 

He walks up to the front door of the house. He is carry ing 

his notebook and he has a list of questions to ask the 

playwright. But he is a little afraid of the famous man. 

bush a short. 

little tree 

list a number of 

things that you 

write down 



follow to go after 

someone 

wig false hair 

glasses you wear 

these to help you 

see better 

hide to go where 

no one can see 

you 

funny making 

you laugh 

Zoe follows Mike to Todd Marin's house. She is careful 

and she follows Mike very quietly. Zoe is acting the part of 

Kate Lawson again. She has a black wig over her hair and 

she is wearing glasses. 

She hides behind one of the bushes in front of Todd 

Marin's house and watches Mike go to the front door. It is 

a big, dark house. 

'This is funny.' she thinks. smiling. 



5 Zoe waits 

Z oe is watching Mike and Todd Marin from behind a
bush. She can see them but she cannot hear them 

speaking. She sees Todd Marin open the door. and she sees 
Mike follow him into the house. 

Zoe smiles. 'Right. He's in the house.' she thinks. 'Now 
let's wait for Todd Marin to throw him out!' 
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When at last Mike stops speaking. Todd says. 'Thank 

you. That's very interesting. It's a good story. and it's funny 

too. But there are one or two things you can do to make it 

better. To begin with ... ' 
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Zoe stays behind the bush and waits. An hour goes by 

and nothing happens. She is getting impatient. 

'What are they doing in there?' she thinks. 'Todd Marin 

never gives interviews to gossip magazines, so what are 

they talking about?' 

She remembers Mike Morrison's review of Romeo and

Juliet in the newspaper. She remembers his words about 

her acting - and she wants to see his face when Todd 

Marin throws him out of the house. 

'How long must I wait?' she thinks impatiently. 

impatient not 

feeling happy 

about wa1t1ng for 

something 

29 



Mike sees Kate Lawson waiting for him. 

'Oh. hello.' he says nervously. He is surprised to see her 

so soon. 'Are you waiting for me?· 

'Yes,' she says impatiently. 'I'm waiting for your 

interview.· 

'Look. I can't lie to you,· he replies. 'There's no interview 

for Yes! magazine. Mr Marin always refuses to talk to 

reporters from gossip magazines.' 

'But what-?' Kate begins. 

'What can two people talk about for an hour and a half?' 

Mike says. laughing. 'About writing. about characters

and about plot. Nothing for Yes! magazine. I'm afraid. Oh. 

refuse to say no 

when someone 

asks you to do 

something 

character a 

person in a book, 

a movie or a play 
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Zoe Baker works in a bookstore. She also likes 
acting, and she has a part in the play Romeo and

Juliet. Mike Morrison writes about the play for the 
newspaper. What does he write about Zoe? Is Zoe 
a good actress ... or is she just 'a pretty face'? 

What does Zoe think when she reads the 
newspaper? What does she do? 

Illustrated by Kanako Damerum and Yuzuru Takasaki 
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