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Big English reflects the most up-to-date and best practices of teaching and learning English. It 
is supported by research carried out by the authors and other professionals in the classroom, 
and reinforced by internationally recognized educational standards, including the TESOL ESL 
Standards for K-12 Students and the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. 

Let's take a look behind the scenes, and explore the big ideas that laid the foundation for 
Big English . . .

r 

Learning happens in context, not in isolation. 

Core to our belief is the notion that human learning is a process of constructing 
meaning through interaction in social contexts. Our minds-whether we are children 
or adults-seek to make sense of our surroundings and our experiences. 

There are many cutting-edge and well-researched ideas in the world of 

education. 

Three of the central bases for the Big English program philosophy are: 
Assessment for Learning (AFL) techniques, a focus on 21st Century Skills, and an 
approach supported by Content Language Integrated Learning (CLIL). 

Kids learn best when they engage with the language in a variety of ways. 

Big English provides multiple and varied opportunities for success, including: 

role-playing participating in meaningful play 
discussing reading fiction and nonfiction texts 
creating journals viewing and responding to video 
doing research conducting interviews and surveys 
reflecting on values producing and presenting projects of different types 

Language learners need support to meet their goals. 

Young learners learn about their world within their personal, social, and educational 
domains. Big English provides opportunities to explore and personalize new language in 
these domains and helps develop students' communicative language competence. 

It's a digital world. 

Today's students are digital natives who have never known a world without computers 
and the Internet. Big English provides digital learning tools, the use of which reflects 
learners' reality and expectations. 
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Big English is a new, six-level primary program that engages students with fun, exciting material 
and prepares them to succeed both in the classroom and the outside world. In addition to a 
balanced integrated-skills approach to instruction, the course includes a CUL strand and an 
emphasis on 21st Century Skills, challenging students to be creative, to think critically, and 
to collaborate with their classmates. Teachers can pinpoint areas where students require extra 
practice and encourage students to become independent, effective learners with the Assessment 
for Learning techniques. 

Student Book 

• Activities present key language in
context, motivating learners to not
only understand but acquire it.
Examples include stories, sticker
activities, content language, and
values lessons.

• Think Big activities help students
develop 21st Century Skills.

• Connections pages integrate use of
learning strategies into content-based
learning.

• Values lessons and Projects help
build character through creative and
collaborative activities.
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• Three four-page Checkpoints focus on Assessment for Learning and provide opportunities for students
to assess their own progress.
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Workbook 

• The Workbook provides engaging
additional practice for each lesson
in the Student Book.

• The Workbook is designed for
independent study at home, but
can be used for reinforcement in
the classroom as well. It is also
included as a digital component
on the ActiveTeach (interactive
whiteboard support) and in the
Big English MyEnglishLab (online
learning tool).
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Teacher's Edition 

• This comprehensive guide includes
step-by-step lesson plans, activities
and ideas, a Game Bank, Student
Book and Workbook Audio Scripts,
a Workbook Answer Key, and
notes and audio scripts for the YLE
Practice Materials found at the end
of each Student Book.

• Assessment for Learning techniques
and ideas for developing
21st Century Skills are incorporated
throughout each Lesson Plan.
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This digital tool allows teachers to focus class attention on key targets, and 
includes helpful resources such as: 

Assessment Package 

• Interactive versions of the Student Book activities for use on a
whiteboard or a computer and projector. Includes audio, flexible
zoom-ins, and vocabulary pop-ups.

• Theme-based video with CLIL segments (documentaries) and
dramatic segments.

• Teacher's Resource Files, which includes supplemental materials such
as worksheets, graphic organizers, and a Game Bank.

• Grammar and Writing Handbooks for students and interactive
classroom games.

• The Assessment Package includes an overview of language
assessment for young children, such as diagnostic tests, practice
tests, unit tests, mastery tests (after every three units), final exams,
and materials for oral assessment.

--

• Also included is the Exam View® Assessment Suite, easy-to-use
test-generating software that enables the creation of customized
tests in minutes.
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Posters 

• Nine thematically-related teaching posters elicit and review
target language . 

• Three grammar posters for classroom display provide
on-the-spot reference for learners.

Class Audio CD 

• Listening activities

• Unit stories and CUL readings

MyEnglishlab 

This optional online learning tool includes: 

• An interactive Big English Workbook

• Additional activities and games

• Auto-graded tests and quizzes

Student CD-ROM 

• Interactive activities and games

• Easy course management and record-keeping for teachers
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Each unit 
opens with a 
trivia-based quiz 
or fun facts to 
introduce the 
unit theme in 
an appealing 
context. 

Engaging stories 
in a variety of 
genres encourage 
a love of reading. 

A fun sticker 
activity 
reinforces 
students' aural 
understanding 
of the new 

language. 
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Key unit 
vocabulary is 
presented. 

Activities encourage 
immediate productive 
use of key vocabulary. 

TIIIIIIC 

BIG Reading 
comprehension 
and Think Big 
discussion 
questions develop 
comprehension 
strategies and 
critical thinking 
skills. 

Grammar is 
taught in context 
and supported on 
the facing page 
by clear grammar 
charts. 
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In Content 
Connections, 
students 
encounter text 
from academic 
areas such as 
social studies, 
science, and 
math. Content 
vocabulary is 
highlighted. 

Models and 
examples of 
different genres 
of writing are 
broken down 
and explained in 
an easy-to-follow 
format. Students 
follow the model 
to do their own 
writing. 

Students show 
what they have 
learned in the 
unit through 
a game-style 
group activity 
and language 
exercises. 
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In Around 
the World 
Connections, 
students learn 
about different 
cultures and 
countries. 

Students reflect 
on a core value 
related to the 
theme of the unit 
and apply this in 
a collaborative 
project. 

I Can check 
boxes help 
students assess 
their own 
learning and 
reflect on their 
progress. 
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Learning content language through the medium of English helps students deepen their 
comprehension of both the content curriculum and English. This enhanced comprehension 
places them far beyond where they would be if studying only nonacademic, everyday English. 

The content-based materials in Big English improve students' language competence and oral 
communication skills. They help diversify classroom practices and increase learners' motivation 
and confidence in both their acquisition of key language and development of content knowledge. 

Content Connections 

In Big English, the content that learners are studying in their first language provides scaffolding 
for their learning of content-area English. CLIL also promotes learners' application of learning 
strategies. As these learning strategies become part of a student's repertoire of behaviors for 
learning, they transfer to other content areas and encourage greater student autonomy. 

Around the World Connections 

Big English also integrates another important category of CLIL in the Around the World 
Connections pages, which provide insights into the similarities and differences that people in 
different cultures have and that enrich all of our lives. Big English content materials broaden 
students' real-world knowledge and understanding, develop intercultural communication skills 
and multilingual interests and attitudes, and provide opportunities to study content through 
different perspectives. 

Theme-Based Units 

Big English provides a basis for English language learning through a variety of content areas and 
high interest topics. Theme-related language and concepts are presented as a tightly integrated 
whole. All parts of a unit present, apply, review, and/or expand upon the unit theme from 
a variety of perspectives, from the opening quiz/fun facts or activities through the review. 
Everything in the unit encourages a deeper understanding of the language, knowledge of the 
content, and better communication. 

Integrated Skills 

Big English provides a balanced approach to developing the four skills-listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. This approach strengthens communicative competency with presentation 
of language in a meaningful context. Students learn to listen and speak in a multiplicity of 
ways-through dialogues, asking and answering questions, role playing, games, summarizing, 
and presenting their own work. Reading and writing are developed through fiction and several 
types of nonfiction, dialogues, informational texts, maps, graphic organizers, and other reading 
materials, both in print and digital formats. Younger learners are also given opportunities to 
practice their skills in a developmentally appropriate manner. 

Systematic Vocabulary Development 

In Big English, presentation of new language is done first in context, allowing students to 
develop important learning strategies that they will be able to apply to other learning areas. 
Key vocabulary words are then presented individually to make sure that students are able to 
understand each vocabulary item on its own. Students practice the new vocabulary in a variety 
of activities, including categorization, providing multiple exposures in a variety of contexts. 
Each time they encounter a word in a new context, they increase their knowledge of the word, 
linking the new piece of information to other information in mental networks of meaning. 
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Big English also takes care to target vocabulary appropriate to the developmental age of children. 
Very young learners focus on concrete vocabulary items that relate to objects they can see and 
touch in the world around them. Older children are better able to handle abstract words and 
themes that are more removed from their immediate world and tend to learn the words in 
categories. The vocabulary is also systematically recycled many times. 

Conceptually and Developmentally Appropriate Grammar Training 

Big English recognizes that in addition to development of the four skills and vocabulary 
development, learners need systematic and repeated exposure over time to language structures 
if they are to make the new language their own. For younger children, due to their level of 
cognitive development, it is not conceptually appropriate for teachers to present grammar as 
a set of rules that require analysis and manipulation of the new structure in order to use it 
properly. Instead, young learners become aware of structures by learning them as "chunks;' 
which they see and hear again and again until they start using them in a natural way, as infants 
do learning their first language. 

As children become older and begin to think more analytically, they are able to elicit and apply 
rules to language structures. Big English gives students the opportunity to consider structures 
in such devices as grammar boxes in their books and on unit posters. But Big English never 
abandons the necessity of presenting language structures in meaningful contexts, and highlights 
differences and similarities in language use to encourage students to figure out the grammatical 
principle. This makes the grammatical "rule" more meaningful and memorable. 

YLE Practice Materials 

Students who plan to take the YLE (Young Learners English) test gain exposure to the YLE 
exam format in combination with language they have learned in Big English. Each Student Book 
provides practice materials for the three sections found in the YLE exam: Listening, Reading 
and Writing, and Speaking. Notes for the Big English YLE Practice Materials are provided in the 
Teacher's Edition. 
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Reading & Writing C 

- 8 questions -

Read the text. Choose the right words a11d write them on. the lines. 

Costa. Rica - Land of Adventure! 

Costa Rica is a country in Central America. 
Example Cosla Rica is� for its many 

beauttful beaches, mountains, and forests. It is 
_ _  by millions oJ people every year. 

People go to Costa Rico __ see amazing 
animals Qnd to be dose to nature. But there are 
man!:I __ activities in Costa Rica, too. 
Have you __ heard of ziplinin13? 
A zipline is a long wire. It's __ of metal. 
A zipline is used __ traveling jrom one 
place to anoth.er, high above the ground. You can 

7 ride on a zipline in the jorest __ go 
8 jrom tree to tree. Are you __ ? Maybe 

ziplining is Jor you! 

Exa.mple know 

visit 
;n 

unusual 
done 
dtd 
10 

doing 
terrible 

visiting 
Jo, 

spicy 

made 
then 

ltnown 

visited 
to 

delicious 
hod 
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Projects 

Big English includes a student-centered project linked to the value presented in each unit. The 
project stimulates creative play and student collaboration. It encourages students to use new 
language in meaningful contexts, and also helps students to personalize the value being taught 
in the unit. 

Unit projects further aid the process oflanguage acquisition through the exploration and 
development of the senses and sensory modalities. At the lower levels, they help students 
develop their small-muscle and hand-to-eye coordination, sensory discrimination, and 
concentration. At upper levels, creativity and self-expression are cultivated. Individuals or 
groups of students present their projects to the class, which gives them the opportunity to build 
on their presentation skills. 

Games and Activities 

Big English includes a variety of games and activities to sustain students' interest and motivation 
in the language classroom. They help sustain learners' interest through the hard work of 
understanding, reproducing, and manipulating newly learned language. Games and/or activities 
provide enjoyable contexts for communication and the same density of practice as exercises 
while motivating learners to use their language capabilities to the fullest. Using new language in 
fun contexts intensifies the experience and helps students acquire it. 

� Listen to some students talking about their interests. Complete a suggestion fore 
one. Use a phrase from the box and lht correct form of the verb. 

1. Howabou1ijoinl---- -- - - - ------j 
2. Howabout(sign upJ -- - -- - - - -----1 
3. Howabout(play)-- --- - - - - -----1 
-4. How.iboutijoinl------ - - - ------j 
5. Howabout(tryoutl---- - - - - - ----1 

� Work with a partm!r. RHd the directions. listtll to the model Mid play. 
1. Partner A numbers the School Club or Group Cards from 1-6 in any order. Partn 

numbers 1h11 lnteres1 Cards from 1-6 in any order. 
2. Partner h malu:is a SUMl'Slion and Partner 8 a11sv.ers. using an Interest Card viii 

the s.:1me number. 
3. If Par Iner B's in:ertsl� don't match Partntr A's suggestion. Partnt>r A offors 

another suggestion. P�rtncrs c1oss out rach card as it is us�d. 

School Club or Group C1rds 

� listen to the tour guidt. Complete the senttncts about tht tour. Use ve1bs ffom the 
bo:,,; in the pnsive. listen again to check. 

Thrcity111 __ on the coast of 
M,1-;udiuseus. 
As the1ou1ui __ .you"ltnotic,a lot 
of improvements haVf! been made around here. 
The project1� __ Tht Big Dig. 

Many nt'W btidges. roads. and tunl\t'!s t-i _ __ • 

Bostont\l __ for its restauran1s. ! 
Thrcitylli __ with historical landma1ks I 
and buildings. 

/ 
-===:::::=-==• TOl.t�S10'1/ 

m Work in small groups. Talk about plaus you know and what they art known for. 
1. Writ<' th<' nam<'s of the places on slips of paper. 
2. Write whi!t lhe places are famous or known for on 

other slips. 
3. Put the slips into separate bags-ooe labeled 

·Place· and lhe other labeled·Wha1 lfs Known For.· 
4. Work ..-tith another grou?. Switch bags. 
S. Take turns drawing slips of paper and 8\)tssing the 

place or what ii is known fer. 
6. Continue unlit all are gucssedot revealed. 
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SPEAKING B 

In this part, students ask and answer questions using 

cues. 

Do the test 

I Ask students to turn to Student Book page 141. 

Give them time to look at the pictures and the 

charts. 

2 Look at the Examiner's copy (Teacher's Edition 

page T138). Ask the student questions about the 

information they have. (I don't know anything 

about Emma's family. What kind of restaurant is 

her family at?) 

3 Now encourage the student to ask you similar 

questions, for example: What is Michael's family 

having for dinner? 

What to say (Examiner) 

What kind of restaurant is Emma's family at? 

(They're at a Spanish restaurant.) 
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Speaking B 141 

What are they having? 

(They're having churros.) 

What are they made of? 

(They're made of flour and other ingredients.) 

How do they taste? 

(They taste sweet.) 

Has Emma ever tried them before? 

(No, she hasn't.) 

What to say (Candidate) 

What kind of restaurant is Michael's family at? 

(They're at a Chinese restaurant.) 

What are they having? 

(They're having hot and sour soup.) 

What is it made of? 

(It's made of broth and vegetables.) 

How does it taste? 

(It tastes delicious.) 

Has Michael ever tried it before? 

(Yes, he has.) 



Find th.e differences 

Speaking A 

Examiner's copy 
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Information exchange 

Out to dinner with Michael,s family 

What kind/ 
? 

restaurant 

What I having ? 

What I made of ? 

How/ taste ? 

Michael / ever tried ? 

Examiner,s copy 

Out to dinner with Emma,s family 

What kind/ 
Spanish 

restaurant 

What I having churros 

What I made of 
flour and other 
ingredients 

How/ taste sweet 

Emma/ ever tried no 
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I. will / Answers will vary.
2. will / Answers will vary.
I.a 2. b 3.b 4.a 5.b
Answers will vary.
I. Firefighter Robots will be able to walk, climb up

ladders, see through smoke, and it might make
some human gestures. / They will help firefighters
find people in the buildings.

2. Running Robots will be able to run very fast, and
jump. / They will help the police catch bad guys.

3. Jumping Robots will be able to jump very high./
They will help police see if there are dangerous
things or people on rooftops or over walls.

Answers will vary.
1. False 2. True 3. False

G) 1. Answers will vary.
2. People can write down traditions, develop an

alphabet, and train local speakers to teach classes
in the language.

3. Answers will vary.
4. Answers will vary.

'i> 1. greeting 4. closing
2. opening 5. your name
3. body

@ 1. b 2. b 3. c
fJ, Answers will vary.
e I. won't text friends / will text friends

2. will write papers / won't write papers
3. won't listen to music / will listen to music
4. will buy items / won't buy items
1. Nobody 2. Nobody 3. Everybody 4. Nobody
Answers will vary.

Checkpoint, Units 4-6 

0 Shopping Around
1. a bracelet
2. a digital camera
Vacation Time 
1. sunglasses
2. bug repellent
The Future! 
1. smartphone
2. mp3 player

8 Answers will vary.
0 Answers will vary.

3. headphones
4. a picture frame

3. helmet
4. warm jacket

3. tablet
4. laptop computer

0 Have students work in pairs to share their answers.

T166 

Unit 7, What's That? 

0 I. b 2. c 3. d 4. a
e Answers will vary.
e 1. c 2. d 3. a 4. b
0 1. handheld game device I b

2. cell phone / a
3. instant camera / a
4. transistor radio / b

Q Answers will vary.
C, 1. Ann picked up a floppy disk.

2. Ann thought it was for watching movies on a
computer.

3. Jim did not like the music .
4. The square object was used to keep information

from a computer on it.
Answers will vary.
I. False 2. True 3. False
1. b 2. a 3. d 4. c
1. Let's see
2. You won't believe it
1. b 2. d 3. a 4. c

3. keep / in place
4. See

I. They're used to listen to music.
2. They're used for keeping shoes on.
3. It's used to tell time.
4. It's used for playing video games.

e 1. It may be a foot warmer.
2. It may/might be an iron.
3. It may/might be a broom.
4. It may/might be a tooth puller.
1.-4. Answers will vary.
1. plumbing 3. candle
2. combustion engine 4. cash register
I. Joseph Friedman's daughter was with him at the

store.
2. His daughter couldn't reach the end of the straw

with her mouth.
3. Friedman put a screw into the straw, and

wrapped floss around the outside of the straw.
4. The straw could bend, and the bendable straw

was born.
f> 1. False 2. True 3. False 4. False
G) Answers will vary.
� It's a smartphone
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@ Underline: It has a black or white back. It looks like
a thin book.; Circle: You can read and listen to music
on it. You can also take pictures and send and receive
emails with it.; Underline twice: It is used to entertain
people on long trips.

G, Answers will vary.
e Answers will vary.
e I. hands-free ear piece/ a

2. instant camera / b
3. transistor radio / c

e I. earphones/ What are they used for?/ (They')re
used to listen to music

2. shoelaces / What are they used for? / used for
keeping shoes on

3. watch / What is it used for? / used for telling the
time

4. video game controller I What is it used for? /
used to play video games

Unit 8, Where Do They Come From? 

0 Answers will vary.
0 Answers will vary.
e Answers will vary.
0 Answers will vary.
0 1. a and b

2. a and c
3. b and c
4. a and b
5. a and c

C, 1. solar-powered car
2. clothes

3. plate
4. eraser

Q 1. Oahu means "the gathering place:'
2. Oahu is known for its beautiful beaches and

fabulous surf.
3. The Pineapple Garden Maze is the world's largest

maze, and was made using 14,000 Hawaiian
plants.

4. Answers will vary.
0 1. False 2. True 3. True 4. False
C) 1. b 2. c 3.a
G) 1. gently used 2. A bunch of 3. handmade
$ eat / ate / eaten; fly / flew I flown; grow / grew /

grown; introduce I introduced/ introduced; invent /
invented / invented; produce / produced/ produced;
make / made / made; mine / mined / mined;
raise / raised / raised

'9 1. is grown in the United States
2. are raised in New Zealand
3. are made in China
4. is mined in South Africa
5. is produced in many countries

e I. was / invented
2. flew

3. was made
4. was introduced

G, 1. cars / produce / Cars are produced
2. gold / mine / Gold is mined
3. chess I play/ Chess is played
4. boots I made / Boots are made

'9 I. b 2. b 3. a 4. b
'1';) 1. Rohwedder invented a bread slicer.

2. The bread became stale after it was cut.
3. Rohwedder built a bread slicer that sliced the

bread and then wrapped it, so that it wouldn't get
stale so quickly.

4. Stalberger needed a fun way to exercise his knees
after surgery.

5. Stalberger and Marshall shared ideas and
invented the game of Hacky Sack.

0 1. 1 2. 7 3. 3, 4, 5 4. Answers will vary.
G) Answers will vary.
� Answers will vary.
@ Wool - rug, scarf, blanket

Rubber - comb, boots, eraser
Cotton - towels, jeans
Metal - shopping cart, soda can, watch
Clay - pottery, bowls, flower pot

G, 1. b 2. b 3. a 4. a 5. b 6. a
e I. are made 3. was invented

2. are grown 4. were eaten

Unit 9, How Adventurous Are You? 

0 Answers will vary.
0 Answers will vary.
e I. tasty, raw, spicy, traditional

2. sweet, sour, traditional, delicious
3. raw, spicy, delicious
4. popular, raw, spicy
5. popular, sweet, sour
6. unusual, sweet

0 Answers will vary.
0 I. Glenn Dodd lives on a boat.

2. Glenn likes the new things he can try.
3. Answers will vary.
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Numbers indicate units in the Student Book. 

• 

Activities Olympics 1 technology 6 
,_ clubs/teams origins of ideas and products 8 too/enough 4 

fundraising 3 
r interests 

vacation 5 passive voice 8 vacation problems 5 

Adjectives past progressive 5 vacation-related items 5 

comparatives and superlatives 2,4 possibilities 3 Values 

describing food 9 predictions with will 6 Appreciate history. 7 
.,-. 

describing purchases preferences 9 Appreciate what you eat and use 4 
Adverbs present perfect with ever 9 every day. 8 

simple past adverbial clauses 2 Be a team player. 1 

too/enough 4 
':' Be safe on vacation. 5 

,-- antiques 7 Questions Develop good money habits. 4 

anyone/everybody, etc. 6 how 1, 3 Explore your surroundings. 9 

Art how much 3 Have dreams for the future. 6 

How to create an effective poster what 5, 7 Help others. 3 

,,--- or ad 3 would you rather 9 Keep family traditions. 2 
who 6 Verb forms 
yes/no 3,5,6,9 future with be going to 3 

-
charities 3 future with will 6 
community 9 gerunds 
comparing people and things 2 Reading genres modals of possibility 3 
comparing things 4 online newsletter 1 modals of speculation 7 

� could to express possibility 3 autobiographical story 2 passive voice 8 
blog 3 past progressive 5 

• product reviews 4 present perfect .� 9 
describing food 9 narrative story 5 simple past 2 
describing people 1,2 science fiction 6 Verbs 

skit be used for/be used to 7 
7 

family travel forum 
could 3 

2 8 may/might 7 
future: be going to 3 interview 9 used for/used to 7 

was/were+ verb + -ing 5 

gadgets 6, 7 Science 
will/won't 6 

gerunds I animal mothers 2 
would rather 9 

goods and materials 8 effects of adrenaline on the body 9 
� 

how fresh produce travels 8 Writing genres 
how robots help us 6 autobiography 2 

� helping others 3 two sides of the brain - description: experience 9 History shopping 4 diary entry 
history of money 4 signal words 

6 
2 description: object 7 

simple past adverbial clauses 2 letter 3 

� indefinite pronouns 
Social Studies news article I 6 

-----
interests 

being adventurous 9 persuasive paragraph 8 I children who help others 
inventions 

3 postcard 5,- 6, 7 early Olympic events 
famous places around the world 

product review 4 

life milestones 2 
for shopping 4 ;Jjb;;;;C)) 

how designers have changed 
everyday objects 7 

make comparisons 2,4 how robots help us 6 

make predictions 6 important inventions 7 

make suggestions languages that are almost extinct 6 

Math strange places for vacations 5 

buying things for vacation 5 traditions around the world 2 

-
find totals for items bought 5 where foods and products 

originally came from 8 modals of speculation (may, might) 7 
speculation 7 
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