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Vocabulary Learning Tips 
Learning new vocabulary is an important part of learning to be a good reader. Remember that the letter C in 

ACTIVE Skills for Reading reminds us to cultivate vocabulary. 

1 Decide if the word is worth learning now 

As you read you will find many words you do not know. You will slow your reading fluency if you stop at 

every new word. For example, you should stop to find out the meaning of a new word if: 

a. you read the same word many times.

b. the word appears in the heading of a passage, or in the topic sentence of a paragraph-the sentence

that gives the main idea of the paragraph.

2 Record information about new words you decide to learn 

Keep a vocabulary notebook in which you write words you want to remember. Complete the following 

information for words that you think are important to learn: 

New word collect 

Translation 

verb 

a 

0 

0 

0 

Part of speech 

Sentence where found Jamie Oliver collected more than 270,000 signatures from people. 

My own sentence My brother collects stamps. 

3 Learn words from the same family 

For many important words in English that you will want to learn, the word is part of a word family. As you learn 

new words, learn words in the family from other parts of speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, etc.). 

0 Noun happiness 

Verb 
() Ad"ective ha 

0 Adverb happily 

4 Learn words that go with the key word you are learning 

- ----

When we learn new words, it is important to learn what other words are frequently used with them. These 

are called collocations. Here is an example from a student's notebook. 

,.........--------- --------- ------
------

long 

take two-week next week 

go on a short vacation in Italy 

need summer with my family 

have school by myself 
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Tips for Fluent Reading 

Find time to read every day. 

Find the best time of day for you to read. Try to read when you are not tired. By reading 

every day, even for a short period, you will become a more fluent reader. 

Look for a good place to read. 

It is easier to read and study if you are comfortable. Make sure that there is good 

lighting in your reading area and that you are sitting in a comfortable chair. To make it 

easier to concentrate, try to read in a place where you won't be interrupted. 

Use clues in the text to make predictions. 

Fluent readers make predictions before and as they read. Use the title, subtitle, 

pictures, and captions to ask yourself questions about what you are going to read. 

Find answers to the questions when you read. After reading, think about what you have 

learned and decide what you need to read next to continue learning. 

Establish goals before you read. 

Before you read a text, think about the purpose of your reading. For example, do 

you just want to get a general idea of the passage? Or do you need to find specific 

information? Thinking about what you want to get from the reading will help you decide 

what reading skills you need to use. 

Notice how your eyes and head are moving. 

Good readers use their eyes, and not their heads, when they read. Moving your head 

back and forth when reading will make you tired. Practice avoiding head movements 

by placing your elbows on the table and resting your head in your hands. Do you feel 

movement as you read? If you do, hold your head still as you read. Also, try not to 

move your eyes back over a text. You should reread part of a text only when you have 

a specific purpose for rereading, for example, to make a connection between what you 

read previously and what you are reading now. 

Try not to translate. 

Translation slows down your reading. Instead of translating new words into your first 

language, first try to guess the meaning. Use the context (the other words around the 

new word) and word parts (prefixes, suffixes, and word roots) to help you guess the 

meaning. 



Read in phrases rather than word by word. 

Don't point at each word while you read. Practice reading in phrases-groups of words 

that go together. 

Engage your imagination. 

Good readers visualize what they are reading. They create a movie in their head of the 

story they are reading. As you read, try sharing with a partner the kinds of pictures that 

you create in your mind. 

Avoid subvocalization. 

Subvocalization means quietly saying the words as you read. You might be whispering 

the words or just silently saying them in your mind. Your eyes and brain can read much 

faster than you can speak. If you subvocalize, you can only read as fast as you can 

say the words. As you read, place your finger on your lips or your throat. Do you feel 

movement? If so, you are subvocalizing. Practice reading without moving your lips. 

Don't worry about understanding every word. 

Sometimes, as readers, we think we must understand the meaning of everything that 

we read. It isn't always necessary to understand every word in a passage in order to 

understand the meaning of the passage as a whole. Instead of interrupting your reading 

to find the meaning of a new word, circle the word and come back to it after you have 

finished reading. 

Enjoy your reading. 

Your enjoyment of reading will develop over time. Perhaps today you do not like to read 

in English, but as you read more, you should see a change in your attitude. The more 

you read in English, the easier it will become. You will find yourself looking forward to 

reading. 

Read as much as you can. 

The best tip to follow to become a more fluent reader is to read whenever and 

wherever you can. Good readers read a lot. They read many different kinds of material: 

newspapers, magazines, textbooks, websites, and graded readers. To practice this, keep 

a reading journal. Every day, make a list of the kinds of things you read during the day 

and how long you read each for. If you want to become a more fluent reader, read more! 
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Getting Ready 

A Match the words in the box with the pictures 
above. 

a. a computer d. a website

b. a video game e. a cell phone

c. an e-reader

B Answer these questions. Q yes or no. Discuss your answers with a partner.
1 I have a computer. Yes No 

2 I have my own website or blog. Yes No 

3 I read books on an e-reader. Yes No 

4 I spend a lot of time online. Yes No 

5 I read books on my cell phone. Yes No 

6 I text message my friends. Yes No 

7 I like to play video or computer games. Yes No 

D 
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UNIT 1 

Before You Read 
My Friends 

Reading Skill 
Scanning 

You scan to find 

information fast. You 

don't read every word. 

People often scan a 

website, a schedule, 

or a phone book for 

specific information. 

CHAPTER 1 Meeting Friends Online 

A Think about answers to these questions. 

1 What social networks (e.g. Facebook) do you use? How many online 

friends do you have? 

2 How often do you meet your friends? What do you do? 

B Discuss your answers with a partner. 

A Look at the website on the next page for five seconds. Then read the 
sentences in the chart below. Do you think the answers are true or 
false? Check (.t) true (T) or false (F). 

/ T F 

1 On Face2Face, I can meet my friends online. 

2 On Face2Face, I can talk about movies. 

3 On Face2Face, I can telephone my friends. 

'-4 On Face2Face, I can make music videos.

B Scan the passage on the next page. Were your answers in A correct? 

C Read the website on the next page. Then answer the questions 
on page 14. 

Reading helps you in the world. Being a good reader in both your first language and in English

is useful to you and your community. You will benefit as a citizen of the world as you read more about events 

happening in different parts of the world. Your knowledge of the world can help you as a citizen of the community 

you live in. 
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Make friends around the world! 
Face2Face has six million members worldwide. Join today. It's free! 

On Face2Face you can ... 
• make your own homepage. Put photos of yourself and your

friends on your page. Tell the world about you: your name and
age, your hobbies, 1 your hometown, your school, your favorite
food, movies, and music.

• meet your friends online. You can also make friends with
other Face2Face members.

• start a blog. Write your thoughts and tell stories online. Read
other people's biogs.

put music and video on your page.

join or start a discussion group. Talk about different topics
(movies, music, sports, travel).

• send text messages from your computer to a friend's cell
phone. You can also leave a message on a friend's homepage.

play games alone or with other Face2Face members.

watch new music videos. Listen to your favorite songs. Read
about bands and singers. Learn about shows in your area.
read about new movies and your favorite actors. watch short
previews2 of new movies. Buy movie tickets online.

Your profile can look like this ... 

-------

I Ari's Page! 
Name: Ari Age: 20 

Lives in Cape Town, South Africa 

Likes surfing, clubbing, traveling 

Listens to pop, country 

Tommy 

1 A hobby is an activity you do in your free time. 
2 A preview is a short part of a movie you watch before the movie starts in cinemas. 

People You May Know 

Ronnie 

Phoebe 

Meeting Friends Online 13 



B Answer the questions below. Discuss your answers with a partner. 

1 Do you want to continue studying English? For how long? 

2 Are you a high school graduate? If you are, when did you graduate? 
If not, when will you graduate? 

3 What kind of job do you want to have in the future? 

4 What is your favorite TV commercial? 

A There are five different contractions in the passage on page 23. Write each 

contraction below. Then write the two words that make up the contraction. 

Contraction Two words 

1 It's !tis

2 

3 

4 

5 

B Read the sentences. Do you know the contractions for the words in 

blue? Write them on the line. 

1 Tim 9 in school today.@sick. isn't I He's

2 Mary Ann does not speak Spanish. 
3 Who is that man? What is his name? 
4 There is a movie on TV now. 
5 That is Paul. He is an actor. 

C Complete the interview below. Use the contractions from A and B above. 

An interview with Kira Foley from The Martial Arts Institute 

Interviewer: What class are you taking? 
Kira: (1) ___ taking a taekwondo class twice a week.
Interviewer: (2) ___ taekwondo?
Kira: (3) ___ a Korean martial art. (4) ___ taking

the class for fun and exercise.
Interviewer: Is this your first time studying taekwondo? 
Kira: No, it (5) ___ . I took a class last summer. 
Interviewer: (6) ___ your instructor?
Kira: His name is Kim Hae Chui. (7) ___ a good teacher. 
Interviewer: Does he speak Korean in class? 
Kira: No, he (8) __ . He speaks English. 

Vocabulary Skill 
Contractions 

In spoken English 

and informal writing, 

it is common to use 

contractions. For 

example, I'm is a 

contraction of I and 

am. The apostrophe (') 

shows that letters are 

missing in the word. 

Doing Something Different 25 



UNIT 

True Life Stories 12 

Getting Ready 

Discuss these questions with a partner. 

1 Look at the photos above. Where do you get your news from? 

2 Why do you get your news from that source? Which source above do you think is 

most interesting? Which is most useful? 

li 
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UNIT 12 

Before You Read 
Stories about Vampires 

Reading Skill 
Understanding the 
Order of Events 

In passages about 

an order of events, 

you often see words 

and phrases about 

time: at first, then, 

suddenly, that's when. 

You can also look for 

other clues. A person's 

narrie or a noun is 

usually given first, 

then followed in later 

sentences by pronouns 

like he, she, it, and we. 

CHAPTER 1 Face to Face with a Chupacabra 

A Think about answers to these questions. 

1 The story on the next page is about a vampire. What does a vampire do? 

Complete the sentence below. 

A vampire ... 

a drinks your blood. 

b gives you wishes. 

c takes your money. 

2 Look at the picture on the next page and the title of the passage. Have 

you ever heard of a chupacabra? What do you think it does? 

B Discuss your answers with a partner. 

A The sentences below are from the passage on the next page. Put the 

events in the correct order from 1-6. 

_1_ a My mother and I were watching a movie.

__ b My mother and I went outside to find out what the noise was. 

__ c Suddenly, we heard a loud noise in the yard. 

__ d I thought it was a large dog at first. 

__ e That's when we saw this ... thing. 

-- f But then it stood up on two legs-like a man! 

B Now read lines 8-16 in the passage on the next page. Were your 

answers in A correct? 

C Read the rest of the interview. Then answer the questions on page 148. 

Evaluate your progress. In what ways are you better today than you were earlier in this reading

course? What things do you still need to work on to become a better reader? When you read the review units, 

use the reading rate and reading comprehension charts at the end of the book to evaluate your progress as 
a reader. 
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For years, people in North and South 

America have told stories about the 

chupacabra. Chupacabra is Spanish for 

goat sucker. In this issue, Maria Teresa 

5 Perez, 24, from Chile, tells us her story. 

Mystery Magazine: Tell us about that 

night. What happened? 

Maria: My mother and I were watching 
a movie. It was late-maybe midnight. 

10 Suddenly,1 we heard a loud noise in 

the yard.2 we have chickens and other 

animals there. My mother and I went outside to 

find out what the noise was. That's when we saw this : .. 

thing. I thought it was a large dog at first. It was dark, 

15 so I couldn't see well. But then it stood up on two legs-like 

a man! It was over a meter tall with red eyes and large teeth. 

Mystery Magazine: What did you do? 

Maria: My mom and I screamed, and the thing ran away. 
Or maybe it flew. It moved as fast as a bird. 

20 Mystery Magazine: What happened to the animals? 

Maria: Five chickens were dead. But the chupacabra didn't 

eat them. It drank their blood. 

Mystery Magazine: So do you believe it was a chupacabra? 

Maria: It was like a nightmare-a really scary dream-but I know it was real. Many 

25 people in Chile, Brazil, Mexico, even the U.S. have seen this thing. I hope I never see it again. 

1 If something happens suddenly, it happens quickly and without warning. 
2 A yard is an open area next to a house for plants and animals. 

.... 
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Increase Reading Fluency 

To increase your reading fluency, it's important to monitor your own reading habits as you read. Look again 

at the tips on page 8. As you read, follow these tips. 

Now read the whole passage Style Rookie. As you read, think about what you are learning. 

Style Rookie 
Tavi Gevinson is not like most high 
school girls. She picks out her own 
clothes and doesn't dress like the other 
girls at school. Tavi has many of her own 

s ideas about style of clothes, and she 
expresses them on her blog, Style Rookie. She 

often posts pictures from shows 
and her own daily outfits.1

Tavi started her blog when she was in 
10 middle school . Her choices and 

opinions were very good. At first, many 
people thought a professional wrote 
it. Her blog got popular very quickly. 
After only eight months of writing Style 

,s Rookie, Tavi started to get messages 
from some of her favorite designers. 

l Tavi's mother is an artist and her father 
is an English teacher. They didn' t know 
about the blog until The New York Times asked to do an interview.2 Now, Tavi's 

20 father goes with her to style events around the world. l Since she appeared in the newspaper, Tavi's fame has grown. In 201 O, Tavi 
designed her own T-shirt with a fashion company. She's also written stories for 
style magazines. In that same year she was the guest of famous designers at 
style events in New York, Paris, and Japan. 

[A2s People all around the style world now take Tavi seriously. What does Tavi want 
L to do when she grows up? She's already doing it!

218words Time taken 
1 An outfit is a set of clothing.
2 An interview is when someone asks another person questions to find out about them. 
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Reading Rate Chart 
, Review Reading Rate "' 

Time (words per 
(minutes) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 minute) 

1:00 
I 

200 :: 

1 :15 
I 

160 I ! 

1:30 I 133 
I I 

1:45 I 114 

2:00 100 

2:15 88 ; 

2:30 80 

2:45 72 

3:00 66 

3:15 61 

3:30 57 

3:45 53 

4:00 50 

4:15 47 

4:30 44 

4:45 42 

5:00 40 

5:15 38 

5:30 36 

5:45 34 

6:00 33 

6:15 32 ,, 

6:30 30 

6:45 29 

\... 7:00 28 
e

c;, ,c, "'-" = = = -��- =
· 

Reading Comprehension Chart 
/ Review Reading "' 

Score 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

5 

4 

3 

2 

I 1 

'"0 
- -

-
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