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INTRODUCTION 

Barron's Essential Words for the IELTS will help familiarize you with the 
vocabulary you will find in the reading and listening sections of the IEL TS 
exam (International English Language Testing System). As the number of 
words you understand when you are reading and listening increases, your 
speaking and writing vocabulary will improve as well. 

VOCABULARY AND THE IELTS 

Vocabulary is not tested directly on the IEL TS. There are no questions 
on the IELTS that ask specifically for the meaning of a word. However, 
comprehension is tested. Can you understand what you read? Can you 
understand what you hear? The more words you know, the more you will 
understand. The more words you know, the more fluently you will be able 
to speak and write. 

Essential Words for the IEL TS will teach you 600 words that you might 
find on the exam in reading and listening and that you might use in writing 
and speaking. You will also learn how to use various clues for 
understanding the meaning of new words. 

• Context clues. The context provides clues about the meaning of a word.
These clues may be in the same sentence or in the same paragraph. You
will learn to look for definitions, synonyms, or paraphrases within the text.

• Punctuation. This can be helpful because a definition or synonym is
often set apart by parentheses, commas, dashes, or a colon.

• Compound words, prefixes, and suffixes. These can help you analyze
a word to determine the meaning. You will learn to recognize common
prefixes and suffixes and understand how words are joined together to
form new words.

• Word families. These are the different parts of speech-noun, verb,
adjective, and adverb-that share a similar meaning. The book presents
word family charts to help you learn the most common forms.

• Dictionary. If none of the above have helped you understand the meaning
of a word, you can use a dictionary designed for learners of English.

In Essential Words for the IELTS you will practice one very effective
vocabulary strategy that will improve your comprehension. This effective 
strategy is to use a word four ways: Read the word, write the word, listen 
to the word, and speak the word. Every activity in each chapter will help 
you develop this skill. 

Keep a notebook of new words you are learning. Each vocabulary list in 
this book consists of twenty words selected from the accompanying reading 
passage. You will probably find additional words in each reading passage 
that are new to you. You can keep your own lists of these words and other 
words you come across. You can apply the same skills and strategies to 
learning these words as you do to the vocabulary wordlists in the book. 



When you learn a new word, you should practice the same strategy. If 
you hear a new word, write the new word in a sentence. Read the sentence 
to yourself. Say the sentence aloud. Every chance you get, review the words 
you are learning. Say them, write them, read them, and listen to them. 

THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK 

Each unit follows the same format: 

Words and Definitions 
Each lesson begins with a list of twenty vocabulary words and a 

separate list of twenty definitions, followed by a reading passage. You will 
look for the vocabulary words as you read the passage and use the context 
to help you match each word with its correct definition. 

Reading Comprehension 
The reading passage is followed by IEL TS-style reading comprehension 

questions that focus on the vocabulary words of the unit. There are a 
variety of question types throughout the book so you will have an 
opportunity to practice most of the types of reading comprehension 
questions that appear on the IEL TS. 

Word Families 
Next you will find word family charts-noun, verb, adjective, and 

adverb forms of five or six words selected from the unit vocabulary list. 
You will practice these words in an exercise that asks you to select the 
correct form of a word to complete each sentence. 

Dictionary Skill/ Word Skill 
This section uses one or two words from the vocabulary list to help you 

practice using a dictionary or analyzing a word to determine its 1neaning. 

Listening 

You will listen to a talk or conversation and answer IEL TS-style 
listening comprehension questions that focus on words fr01n the unit 
vocabulary list. The different types of talks and conversations and the 
different question types found in the four listening sections of the IEL TS 
are distributed throughout the book, so you will get practice with listening 
comprehension from all four sections of the IELTS listening test. 

Writing 

You will write in response to an IEL TS-style writing task that uses 
words from the unit vocabulary list. This is also an opportunity for you to 
use some of the vocabulary words in your response. IELTS Task 1-and 
Task2-type writing tasks are evenly distributed throughout the book. 

Speaking 

You will practice speaking in response to two or three IEL TS-style 
speaking questions that use words from the unit vocabulary list. This is also 
an opportunity for you to use some of the vocabulary words in your response. 
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UNIT The Natural World 

1 
Environmental Impacts 

Of Logging 

WORDS Write the letter of each definition with the word it defines. If you 

don't know the definition, use the context of the reading passage 

to help you. Look for the words in bold as you read the passage. 

Words 

1. aquatic

2. array

3. defense

4. deforestation

5. environment

6. erosion

7. extend

8. fell

9. habitat

10. intact

11. inhibit

__ 12. intercept 

__ 
13. logging

__ 14. myriad 

15. nutrients

__ 
16. pollution

17. stabilize

18. terrestrial

19. vanish

__ 20. vegetation 

Definitions 

a. the natural world

b. to reach past; get bigger

c. a large number; a collection

d. loss of soil from action of water or wind

e. living in the water

f. living on the land

g. to cut down

h. the natural area where a plant or

animal lives

1. whole; complete

J· protection

k. to prevent; slow down

1. plants

m. the removal of all trees from a large area

n. the cutting down of trees for

commercial use

o. to disappear

p. many; numerous

q. damage to air, water, etc.

r. to keep from changing; maintain

s. to catch; to interrupt the process of

something

t. the goodness in food

1 • ESSENTIAL WORDS FOR THE IEL TS/ Unit I
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Environmental Impacts of 

Logging 

From shipping crates to paper bags, the logging industry supplies the 
raw materials for an array of products. However, this is not without untold 
harm to the environment. The damage includes habitat loss, pollution and 
climate change, with the effects spanning the globe from the rain forests of 
Central Africa, Southeast Asia, and South America to the northern forests 
of Canada and Scandinavia. The effects of logging extend beyond just the 
felling of a swath of trees. Nutrients, water, and shelter for plants, animals, 
and microorganisms throughout the ecosystem are also lost; many life 
forms, both terrestrial and aquatic, are becoming endangered as forests vanish. 

Trees protect the soil beneath them; thus, tree loss can affect its 
integrity. For example, the rain forest floor, home to myriad plant life as 
well as insects, worms, reptiles, amphibians, and small mammals, relies on 
a dense canopy of branches and leaves to keep it healthy and intact. The 
canopy prevents surface runoff by intercepting heavy rainfall so that water 

can drip down slowly onto the porous earth. Tree roots also stabilize the 
soil and help prevent erosion. In return, a healthy soil encourages root 
development and microbial activity, which contribute to tree growth and 
well-being. A major factor in logging-related soil damage comes from road 
building, with trucks and other heavy equipment compressing the spongy 
soil, creating furrows where water collects, and disrupting the 
underground water flow. Eventually, the topsoil wears away, leaving 
behind an infertile layer of rocks and hard clay. 

Logging can also damage aquatic habitats. Vegetation along rivers and 
stream banks helps maintain a steady water flow by blocking the entry of 
soil and other residue, while tree shade inhibits the growth of algae. 
Removing trees obliterates these benefits. When eroding soil flows into water 
ways, the organic matter within it consumes more oxygen, which can lead to 
oxygen depletion in the water, killing fish and other wildlife. 

Trees provide a natural defense against air pollution. They remove 
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere while they emit oxygen and their 
leaves filter pollutants from the air. Cutting down trees keeps pollutants 
airborne, where they can mix with water vapor and form acid rain. Water 
quality in nearby streams and rivers also deteriorates as tree loss 
contributes to increased sedimentation. 

2 • ESSENTIAL WORDS FOR THE IEL TS/ Unit I
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In a healthy forest ecosystem, trees draw moisture from the soil and 

release it into the atmosphere while they provide shade to lessen 

evaporation. Thus, deforestation affects rainfall patterns, leading to 

flooding as well as drought and forest fires. Deforestation is responsible for 

about one-fifth of carbon dioxide emissions worldwide, making it a major 

contributor to climate change, in particular, global warming. In the 

Amazon basin alone, deforestation is responsible for millions of tons of 

carbon being released into the atmosphere annually. Some logging 

companies burn large tracts of forest just to facilitate access to one area, a 

practice that discharges even more carbon dioxide. 

Forests, especially the tropical rain forests, are a vital natural resource 

with extensive biodiversity and irreplaceable wildlife habitats. More 

responsible logging practices would help ensure that they are protected for 

future generations. 

Questions 1-4 The reading passage contains six paragraphs, a-f. Which 

paragraphs discuss the following information? Write the 

correct letter, a-f. 

__ 1. the impact of logging on the weather 

2. how trees inhibit soil erosion
--

-- 3. how deforestation contributes to air pollution 

__ 4. the impact of erosion on fish 

Questions 5-8 Complete the summary using words from the list below. 

aquatic 

arrays 

defense 

fells 

habitats 

intercepts 

myriad 

vegetation 

The logging industry 5. ___ trees to get the wood that is used to make 

many products. This practice has 6. ___ effects on the environment. The 

natural 7. ___ of many terrestrial and aquatic animals are damaged. 

Trees protect the environment in many ways. They are an effective 8. __ _ 

against both air pollution and soil erosion. 

Answers 5. ? 6. ? 7. ? 8. ? 
---- ---- ---- ----

3 • ESSENTIAL WORDS FOR THE IELTS / Unit I
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UNIT 

2 

�;b•a�;;c.» 
Leisure Time J, :.: 

Peripheral Vision In Sports 

WORDS Write the letter of each definition with the word it defines. If you 

don't know the definition, use the context of the reading passage 

to help you. Look for the words in bold as you read the passage. 

Words 

1. anticipate

2. athlete

3. blur

4. boundary

5. complicate

6. coordinate

7. demonstrate

8. detect

9. distracting

10. focus

__ 11. indiscernibly 

12. indistinct

13. maneuver

__ 14. performance 

__ 15. peripheral 

__ 16. range 

17. scan

18. tolerate

__ 19. unconsciously 

20. vision

Definitions 

a. area

b. a movement

c. how well a person or machine

does something

d. to expect; be ready for something

to happen

e. to notice; become aware of

f. in a way that is impossible to see

or notice

g. unclear

h. without thinking; automatically

1. a person who plays sports

J· an edge; border

k. at the edge

1. to look over

m. to accept; allow

n. to organize; make work together

o. something not seen clearly

p. the ability to see; sight

q. to cause to be more difficult

r. center attention on one particular

object; concentrate

s. taking attention away from

something

t. to show; model
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Peripheral Vision in s. S:, ♦ '� ♦

Sports 

Focus in on something as small as a pin. Notice that as you focus, 

everything else that fills your whole area of sight is indistinct; just a blur 

without any clear detail. We unconsciously realize that things fill this 

peripheral area, but we are not aware of what they are, nor do we care. We 

simply tolerate this blur. However, sometimes it is important to pay 

attention to the blur that surrounds the point where we have focused our 

vision. Athletes, for example, must be keenly aware of what is happening 

all around them. They demonstrate, with a very high level of skill, how 

much we can use our entire range of peripheral vision. 

An athlete's performance depends on training visual abilities, not just 

muscles. Detecting and keeping track of as much motion as possible while 

performing physical maneuvers is quite a feat. Peripheral visual information 

is processed quickly. The office worker might notice the distracting bug 

moving beside the computer, but the fast-moving athlete must detect all 

kinds of motion from every angle and never lose concentration. Each 

peripherally viewed movement must be immediately processed as more and 

more movements keep coming, rapidly. Good footwork and body positioning 

will help the athlete gain viewing time in this intense environment, 

improving the opportunity to anticipate what will happen next. 

The athlete's view, full of movement, requires rapid scanning with visual 

focus changing rapidly among various distances. Tracking fast objects is often 

complicated by the need for the athlete's body to move in response to other 

aspects of the activity, while head motion must coordinate with eye movement 

to assist in balance. A volleyball player, for example, must pay attention to 

body positioning in relation to the speed and angle of the moving ball as well 

as to the court boundaries, all the while scanning the movement of the other 

players. Athletes need as much peripheral range as possible. 

The environment contributes to athletes' visual sharpness. Contrasting 

court backgrounds, adequate lighting, nonconfusing uniform color 

combinations, and less off-court motion all help the athlete's peripheral 

concentration. It seems odd that visiting baseball teams are allowed to dress 

in gray uniforms when bright colors would help the home team keep a better 

eye on them. 
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Student 2: 

Student 1: 

One way to support them is to give them constructive activities that are 

interesting to them. If they don't have activities that satisfy their inquisitiveness 

and creativity, that's when discipline can become a problem. 

And, of course, we need to provide a special curriculum for these chj)dren. They 

need more than just some interesting activities. They need a whole course of 

study that matches their abilities. 

Track 28 - Unit 10: Inventions -- The Development of the Light bulb 

Narrator: 

Lecturer: 

Listen to a talk about producing and marketing inventions. 

When you have an invention that you think you can sell, you have to protect it. 

You rnust get a patent so that there will be no infringement on your rights to 

produce and sell the device you've invented. The first thing you must do is find 

out if anyone else has a patent on a similar type of invention. Thjs is called a 

patent search. Often, people hire specialized lawyers to do this for them. Once 

you've ascertained that there are no patents on inventions similar to yours, then 

you can get an application and file it with the Patent Office. Generally you'll 

have to pay a fee when you send in the application. Next, you can start looking 

for investors. This is critical. Inventors tend to be solitary people and don't give 

much thought to finding financial backers to help them. However, if you want to 

successfully market your invention, you'll need people to provide money to start 

production and begin marketing. You'll need to thjnk like an entrepreneur. 

Inspiration is not enough. Hard work and money are important ingredients for 

success. 

Track 29 - Unit 10: Inventions -- The Transatlantic Cable 

Narrator: 

Student 1: 

Student 2: 

Student 1: 

Student 2: 

Student 1: 

Student 2: 

Student 1: 

Student 2: 

Listen to two students discussing a flight demonsh·ation. 

That was a fascinating flight we saw. Now we have to write up the report for the 

sd1ool newspaper. 

Okay. Well, we should start with the name of the designer of the plane. 

Right. I'll Just write that down. The designer was Steve Wilson, and the pilot's 

name was Joe Apple-wood. What about the names of the passengers? Did you 

get those? 

No, but there were two of them, we can just put that. We don't need their names. 

We should say something about the design of the plane, like the size of the 

propeller. How big was it? 

I'm not sure. It was big, but I couldn't say the exact size. 

Well, we should say something about it. What about the speed of rotation? How 

fast did that propeller move? 

I don't know. If we'd had a chance to confer with the pilot, we could've found 

out. But he left too quickly. 
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Student 1: 

Student 2: 

Student 1: 

Student 2: 

Okay, so we can't include that information. We'll have to write more about the 

fight. It was a really prolonged fight. 

Yeah, he was cruising up there for at least thirty minutes, a lot longer than I 

expected. So write that down. And what a flexible machine. It handled the turns 

really well. 

Yeah, especially considering the weather conditions. It was so windy and 

cloudy, there must have been some turbulence. 

There probably was. We'll put that in the report, too. 

Track 30 - Unit 10: Inventions-The transatlantic Ocean 

Narrator: Listen to a Tour Guide at a Museum. 

Welcome to the City Museum of Invention. We'll begin our tour with a brief 

overview of the history of the museum. This museum first opened its door in 

1985, the result of years of effort by the mayor and others in our city. In 1975, the 

city's mayor first got the idea to start a museum about inventions. After he got 

several experts interested, he set out to rally the necessary funds. In 1976, several 

events were held to raise the requisite amount of money to begin construction of 

a building to house the museum. They had almost raised enough money when 

there was an unexpected setback. A family that had promised a large percentage 

of the needed funds inexplicably withdrew their offer. It was toward the end of 

1977 that this large gift was lost. Although there was an inquiry, it was never 

made clear why the funds were withdrawn. Plans for the museum were put 

aside for five or six years. But a group of interested people renewed the effort, 

and by 1982 they had rallied enough monetary support to go ahead with the 

plans. That year, construction on the building began. In just under three years, 

the museum was completed, the result of the perseverance of a number of 

people. The museum continues to be a popular part of our city' culture. 

Although everything in the museum follows the theme of inventions, the variety 

of exhibits will appeal to visitors of disparate interests. Our most popular 

exhibit, which is all about cable TV, was first opened in 1998. 
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